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The Editor to the Reader. 
| is a popular rep! oach uſually caſt vp- 


on writers In morality, and perſuad- 

ers to devotion, that while they with 
pompous words repreſen! vercue as a ſuffi- 
cient reward to her ſelf, and exhort to the 
contempt of Glory ; they prcfix their names 
to rheir labors, and make the Title-page a 
confaration of the Book that follows 1t, 

Our Author has «ff-ually averted this 
obje&:on, kaving bin ſo far from ſeeking © 
mame from others,as Bot to have left a poſli- 
biltty for the diſcovery of his own ; But 
like the river NiJus that gives fertility and 
bleſſing wherſoe're he paſſes, hides his head, 
and permits himſelf ro be only known in 
the benefics which he diſpenſes, 

By whar methods the other moſt, uſeful 
works of this excellent Author have ftoln 
thernſelyes into the world, am net cnabled 
to relate ;5 but having been made a party 
to the publication of this preſenr,ir may \'s 
expected that I render ſome account theres 
of, For altke the curioſicy of inquiring itt« 
to that which is induſtriouſly concealed, be 
fuch a redeneſs, and injuftice aÞ(6, as by ne 
means deſeryes to be. encouraged. ;. yet 
where a benefii has bin receiy'd, for thoſe. 
who are oblig d,te defire to acquaint them- 

A 2 ſelves 


The Editor to the Reader. 


felves with the Perſon unto whom they 
ſtand indebted, thay they may pay a reſpe& "TI 
at leaſt, if they can reach ar no more equal, 
retribution; this has ſuch a prerence tg 
gratitude, as may juſtly demand to be con. a 
fidered,. And it will be ſome ſatisfaion ha 
to the ingenious eaquirer, that tho he have Cle 
not inform'd himſelf in the particulars ”_ 
which he deſires, he has nor been deficient af 
in the inqueſt, and knows as much as is poſe _. 
-fible, 

The Reader therefore may pleaſe to un. 
derſtand, that ſomwhat mere then two mo- , 1 
neths ſince,I receiv'd a Letrer,accompanied , 
with a ronl of Papers ; opening the which, .c 
I found it was written by a hand which | 
was utterly a ſtranger to, and char had no 1, 
name ſubſcribed; the purport thereof was þ,. 
as follows, Ir 


ſoc 
Cal 


$1 R, al 


T9 general report of your candor per ſuades me you ah 
| will not rejefþ an addreſs , tho from an uninown IM 
nd, which encourages me to the ſending theſe Pagers #» th 

you, with a deſire you would pleaſe to peruſe 1hem , and F 
commit them either t0 the Preſs , or the Fire , as you find I 
them worthy, 1 (ball not weed 10 tell you who 1 am y fot 
sf my ſuit be accepted, 1have whar 1 deſire without it, if 
3t be 110d , *tis my intereſt you ſhould not know who ©1138 
that bas thus importun*d you. Tour Charity I aſſure my 
felf will as @ venture pardon 

_ G61R, Your humble Servant. 


*I will 


The Editor to the Reader. 

'Twill be fuperfluous to ſay how much T 
was ſurpriz'd with this ſo unuſual addreſs, 
how much affeQed with the ſingular mode- 
ſty and humility which it expreſt ; and af- 
ter all,how much tranſported upon viewing 
the Treaſure , which was thus as from the 
Clouds dropt i into my hands. Nor was I 
long to determine which of the two waijes 
of diſpoſal propoſed unto me , was to be 
made ufe of : and indeed 1 ſhould much 
ſooner have perform'd my truſt, and taken 
care thar this excellent Trat had immedj- 
atly ſeen the light, had jr not been needfat 
ro tranſcribe the whole, before it could be 
ſafely committed to the Preſs. 

This I mention not only- to excuſe the 
delay of the Edition, bur more eſpecially to 
beg a pardon for the miſadventures of it, 
It being not eaſie in a written Copic where 
a recourſe 1s not ro be had-unto the Author, 
ro do him juſtice; and avoid faileurs and 
miſtakes : which in the preſent inſtance was 
the more hazardous, in that very departu;e 
from the Authors immitable pattern, would 
certainly be for the worſe. | 

Bur Excuſe and Complement are any 
where a very infipid fooliſh thing, 
and moſt intolerable 1n a ſerious concern : 
I ſhall not therefore ſay ought that looks 
A3 chats 
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that way ; only offer a ſhore requeſt, which 
I ſuppoſe will be equally in the behalf « I 
the Aurhor of this Tra, the Editor, and the 
Readers of it. Which is, that whoever takes 
this Book in hard would ſerioufly confidet 
it; and doing ſo,receive the benefits of unj« 
form yertue, and ſincere piety ; the docu. 
ments whereof, are here with all poſſible 
adyanrages propos d; and thereby give the 
Author the greateſt of bleſſings, the being an 
inſtrument to the eternal happineſs of ſouls: 
and as ro us who deal in the affair of Print 
ing,afford ſome ſhare in this moſt defirable ſe 
event, abſolving us from the Charge of hay- ; 
ing done miſchief, inſtead of ſervice to the fi 
world, For,to ſay the truth,no Book is ſo þ 
farally deſtrutive as that which convinces 
of duty,bur fails of perſuading to ir, And if 
the beſt Books can do harm, *cwill certainly 
be difficult to mzke a plea for the multi- 
tudes of a contrary kind, which now eſpe- 
 cizliy uſurp gpon the Age, 
1 | 
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' The PREFACE. 


+Ca Hough the ſmallneſs of 
p this Tra will ſcarce 
juſtifie the ſolemnity of 
a Preface ; yet remem- 
bring *tis defipn*d for 
GA 0 Rt. thoſe Who are accuſtoms 

ed fo | Ceremonious Addreſſes, I think it 
* not beſt to approach them too abruptlys 

* Andindeed befiles the Civility, there 

' feems ſome uſe of it in order to my de- 
fign. T1 adviſe,or reprove.is ſo ungrate= 
full an office,that he that undertakes it, 
bad need aſe all previous arts to vindis 
cate the ſincerity of his purpoſe, and to 
convince the perſon admoniſhed ; that "tis 
neitber ſpleen nor prejudice,but the moſ# 
real exnberant kindneſs which promts 
him to infl:& thoſe wounds of a friend, 
Prov. 27. 6. and that he i never leſs an 
enemy, then when he thus tells them 
the eruth, Gal. 4 16. Therefore,tho they 
may in the ob Port leaves mect ſome 
things which may have a ſhew of ſeveri- 
ty,yet let me aſſure my Keader,they bave 
indeed a deſign of the greateſt ſervice, by 
A 4. Car= 
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correfing the extravagancy of ſome, t, qn 
reſcu the whole Sex, as from the contagi ſuc 
on of the example, fo from the commu pul 
nity of the blame. For ſuch # either th; T}| 
inadvertence, or malice of a great par| ,;, 
of mankind,that (againſt all Rules of Di) 1p, 
courſe ) they deduce Generals from Par. ki 
ticulars , make every woman ſo far an , 
Eve, that her depravation ſhall forfeit ,þ 
her whole kind; and becauſe there are ,; 
fooliſh and ſcandalous women,will ſcarce ;, 
allow there are any other. oy 
The 1ruth is,the Error ſeems in many 1 
men to be affeed; they propoſe to them= * ,, 
ſelves unworthy ends on women , and q 
make all their obſervations wholly in or= 
der to thoſe. He that is #pon a baſe pur= 
ſuit, takes pariicalar notice of all that 
he thinks for bis turn 3 the reſt fall not 
within bis Sphere: and 'tis too probable 
he # fo abundantly ſupplied for that ab- 
folate conſideration , that he never de= 
ſcends to the comparative. Nay,perhaps 
there may be a yet deeper original of the 
ſcandal: the world is much governed by © 
eftimation: and as applauſe encourages - 
and exdlts, ſo a univerſal contempt de= 
baſes and dejefis the Spirit, If. it can 
once 


The Preface. 
i once paſs into a Maxim.that women dre 
" ſuch filly or vicious creatures , it may 
put fair for the making them ſo indeed. 
t Themſelves may imbibe the common opt= 
 nion, charge all their perſonal faults on 
| their Sex, think that they do but their 
' kind,when indeed they moſt contr adi it, 
' and no more aſpire to any thing worthy, 
* then a man can pretend to the excellen= 
* Cies of an Angel: And indeed this ſeems 
* to be the pradical inference of ſome wo= 
men , who could hardly have deſcendedto 
| ſuch diſhonors, had they not before birt 
' 4s vile in their own eyes, a they have 
| afterwards rendred themſelves in others. 
' It may therefore upon this account be 
 4neceſſary Charity to the Sex , to ac 
quaint them with their own valu, ant- 
mate them to ſom higher thoughts of 
themſelves; not to yield their ſuffrage 
to thoſe injurious eftimates the world 
bath made of them, and from a ſuppoſed 
incapacity of nobler things to negledl the 
purſuit of them; from which God and 
Nature have no more precluded the Fe- 
minine, then the Maſculite part of man= 
kind, 7 
In reference to fecular, Conficeratis 
A$ 81 3s 


The Preface. 
ans, their advantages are moſt impor. 
tant ; Women have a very powerful In- 
fluence upon all ſorts of TranſaGions h 
the World : the engaging of the Dale 
lab,and plowing with the Heifer, Judp 
I4. and 16. being ever the ſureſt way ti 
undermine the Counſels, and maſter thi 
force of the ſtouteſt Samſon. And ac 
cordingly, Hiſtories of all kinds aſſure w 
that Gyneceum has till] bad a Riva 
ſuffrage with the Senate. 1 might urg, 
the more regular Powers which apper 
tain unto that Sex ; that all mankin 
3s. the Pupil and Diſciple of Female In 
Ratution:. the Daughters till they writt 
women , and the Sons till the firſt ſeve 
years be paſt 3 the time when the mini 
as. moſt duGile , and prepar'd to receiv 
znpreſſion , being wholly in the Care ani 
Conduf of the Mother. And whereas ti 
obſerved by Ariftotle in bis Polities, (ani 
is a proof of his. being as wiſe, as he wa 
a learned man ) that the Eſtate of Re 
publics entirely hangs on private fami 
lies, the little Manarckies both compo 
fing and givirig law unto the great ; "th 
evident 2at the diſpoſal of Families ani 
all Domeftic concerns therein,lyes m_ 
£ 
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The Preface. _ 
ly on the Wife ; whence the (ame Art- 


ſtotle declares , that the Spartans not- 


withſtanding their ready addreſs to Em- 
pire by their preat frugality , induſtry, 
aud military virtue, could have but half 
a happineſs,as failing on the part of their 
wives. But waving theſe refledions , I 


ſhall fix only an the perſonal accompliſh= 


ments of the Sex, and peculiarly that 
which is the moſt principal endowment 
of the rational nature, I mean their 
underftanding. Where firſt it will be 4 
little hard to pronounce , that they are 
naturally inferior to men ; when 'tis 
confidered bow much of extrinfic weight 
# put in the ballance to turn it on the 
mens fide. Men have their parts cul- 
tivated and improved by EJucation, re 
fined and ſubtilized by Learning and: 
Arts , are like an encloſed piece of a 
Common, which by indufiry qnd Hucban= 
ary becomes a different thinp from the 
reſt, tho the natural turf ewn'd no ſuch 
inequality. And truly had women the 
ſame arvantage, T dare not ſay but they 
woul 1 make as good FeTHrT1S of tt ; ſome 


of thoſe few that have bin tryed, have 


bin eminent in ſeveral parts of Lear- 
nange 


CT 


The Preface. 
ming. To omit the modern inſtances, Ga 
Theano after the death of Pythagoras tre 
kept ap his School; Socrates confe(ſes tut 
himſelf to have bin inſtrufaed not only intin 
Rhetoric by Alpatia , but even in the tit 
higheſt points of Philoſophy by Diotime: th 
the Roman Story enforms us of the deep is 
wiſdom of Tanaquil, Cornelia, Livia, to 5s 
paſs by others. And were we ſure they ti 
wonld have ballift to their ſails, have'ſP 
bumility enough to poize them againſt 0 
the vanity of Learning , I ſee not why 
they might not more frequently be ins« ſe 
ruſted with it; for if they could be ſe= b: 
cured againſt this weed, doubtleſs the ſoil L 
# rich enouvh to bear a good crop. But ti 
ot to oppoſe a received opinion, let it be b 
admitted, that in reſped of their intel- a 
tefis they are below men ; yet ſure in / 
the ſublimeſt part of humanity, they are © 
their equals : they have ſouls of as di= 
vine an Original, as endleſs a Duraticn, 
and as capable of infinit Beatitude. That 
Þiritual Efſence , that ray of Divinity 
owns no dijtinion of Sexes ; fo that in 
this fenſe alſo that Aphoriſm of the 
Apoſtles holds good , there is neither 
Male nor Female , but all are one, 
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, Gal. 3. 28. And ſure this 1s the one 
s tranſcendent Excellency of Human Na= 
stur: For alas, what valu Can comparas 
r tively be ſet upon all other Qualifica- 
2 tions,which will finally leave us but like 
: the Beaſts that periſh. And this as it 
pis the higheſt pitch of their worth, ſoit 
; is the ſafeſt ſubje of their Contempla- 
y tions : other Knowledg , ds the Apoſtle 
-- ſpeaks, 1 Cor. 8.1, may pufi up , this 
{ only will ediſy. 
1 As therefore when we would pride our 
« ſelves, we uſe not to boaſt our meaner, 
» but our beſt qualities , fo let me ſolicit 
/ Ladies to be ſo juſt to themſelves , as not 
+ to take their own meaſures by any thing 
» below tha. Why ſhould they take ſo low 
. @ level of Greatneſs, as to valu them 
2 ſelves upon a title which is but a bigger 
> blaſt of air, when they may derive their 
, deſcent from above the Stars,claim Cope 
nation with Divinity? Why ſhould they 
* dote on the filitious image, of a perhaps 
more figitious beauty, which their glaſs 
preſents them,, when they need but look 
inward to ſee an infinitely fairer Idea, 
an emanation of the Eternal Brightneſs? 
Indeed did they make a juſt Omnery of 
I6 til 
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themſelves in this reſpe& it would 0Vbry | 
whelm the vanity of thoſe inferior thing; j, 
wherein now they have ſuch comPlacenymyg 
cy, nor would they ſuffer their noble. 4; 
part tobe affronted by the unequal con gf 
petition of their meaner. th 
But there is alſo another conſequen 4] 
which woul:! flow from that efteem ; the 1 
would ſolicitouſly preſerve what they | pr 
highly prize, it being natural for ust ſe 
proportion our care to our valm: The yy 
would be jealouſly vigilant againſt ever fc 
thing, that might eclipſe the radiency 
or contaminate the purity of their ſouls « 
'Twas the advice of a Heathen moralift | 
Revere thy lelt; and *twas very whol x 
fom counſel : for next our due venerd | 

tion to God, a reverence to our ſelves 4 | 

the moſt ſevere controller of all exorbi- , 
fancies. How can4 ſoul that remem- | 

bers its celeſtial extraFion , wallow ii 

ſelf in the mire , floop to any ſordid de: 
generous prafices # *Tis ſaid of The 
mittocies, that ſeeing once a rich booty 

about the dead corpſes of his enemies, 

be toucht it not, but pointing to another, 

faid , Take thou that , for thou art not 

| Themiftocles, Jf then a little milita- 
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ery fame could ſo elevate his thoughts, 
tis a ſhame that any who carry an int= 
lmortal ſpirit about them , ſhould not be 
le-raiſed above all the contemptible bates 
of this ſublunary World. Why ſhould 
they not with the like diſdain turn over 
nall ſenſual inordinacies to meer Ani 
* mals, and creatures that have no higher 
] principle then that of Senſe,whilſt them 
t ſelves ſoar up to thoſe more ſublimated 
e plelures,which are at Gods r1ght Hand 
' for evermore, P/al. 16.12. 
Y HIWe maytherefore conclude,that what 
s ever vicious impotence Women are une 
der,it is acquired. not natural; nor de- 
| rived from any-illiberality of Gods, but 
from the managery of his bounty, He 
has placed within them a pillar of Cloud 
and Fire, ſufficient to ſhelter and condut 
* them tkrough all the ſtorms, all the in= 
| tricdcies that can occur in rheir journey 
* fo Canaan; if they willforget that more 
' intrinſic part of their being , live as if 
| they were all body, rejze the Mannad.and 
rave after tke Duaifs , that deſtruGion 
which will thereby be induced, they muſt 
own to ſpring from tkemſelves. Let then 
not charge God fooliſhly,or think that by 
making 
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making them women, be neceſſitated thei 
to be proud,or wanton, vain, or peeviſh\,” 
fince 'tis manifeſt he made them to bet . 
ter purpoſes , was not partial tg ths, 
other Sex , but that baving 4s the Pro, 
phet ſpeaks,abiindance of Spirit, Mal.2,,, 
he equ.lly diſpenc'd it , and gave thy, 
feebleſt woman as large and capacious g,; 
foul as that of the Greateſt Hero. py 
Nay,give me leave to ſay farther, thafer 
a to an Eternal well being, he ſeems tie: 
have placed them in more advantagiotha! 
circumſtances then he has done men. Htho 
= has implanted in them ſome native proacl 
'— Þenfions,which (as I ſhall hereafter hawa 1 
occaſion to obſerve }) do much facilitatun 
the operations of Grace upon them. Beth« 
fides,there are many temptations to which" 
men are expoſed that are out of their 
road. How hard is it for a man to cont* 
verſe in the Worll , but be ſhall be im" 
portun'd to debauchery and exceſs, muſf"* 
forfeit his ſobriety to maintain the 2M 
putdtion of a ſoctable Perſon ? Again,,, 
how liable are they by a promiſcuous cOnny : 
verſation among variety of humors , to, 
meet with affronts which the Maxims yy 
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,all Chrifts interdi&s_) be reveng*d ? And this 
engages them in Nuarrels, ſometimes in Mut- 
ers. Now none of theſe are incident to Wo- 
lnen : they mu$t in theſe and ſom other inſtants 
bes attaque temptation, violently raviſh guilt, 
0ond abandon their Sex, the whole Oeconomy of 
2 heir ſlate, e're they can diveſt themſelves of 
h heir innocency. So that God ſeems in many 
narticulars to have cliſelier fenced them in, 
and not left them to thoſe wilder excurſions, 
afor which the cuſtomary liberties of the other 
FiGex afford a more open way. In ſhort , they 
thave ſo many advantages towards Vertu, that 
[aho the Philoſopher made it one cf his ſolemn 
rachnowledgments ts God,that he had made him 
va Man, and not a Woman: yet I think Chrifti- 
aan Women have now reaſon enough to invert 
that formzand to thank God that he made them 
Women,and not Men. 
5p But we know advantages which are only in 
apeculation, are lookt on with ſom diff dence, 
HI there have been ſome pra@ical experiment 
grade of them; I ſhall therefore evidence the 
Problem by demonſtration , and inflance ; des 
firing my Readers to meſure the poſſibilities 6f 
"their arriving to eminent degrees of Vertu and 
'Piety,by what others have attained to. I ſhall 
put fetch Examples of Morality from Heathen 
promen, becauſe I am now upon a higher ſtrain ; 
'< yet many ſuch might be braught to the res 
proach 
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fall infinitely fſh.rt of that : _) "tis Chriſtigh 


"Nor is the devotion of that Sex to be found __ . 
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proach of many Women, who pretending to mon 


Vertu that I am now recommendin®* 
and which has bin eminently exemplified in ar 
ny of thety Sex, How many Women do we ref 
of in the Goſpel, who in all the duties of al, 
auns attendance on Chriſt liberalities of ly 
and reſpe&, nay even in zeal and courage, ſn 
paſſed even the Aprſiles themſelves ? We fig, 
his Croſs ſurrounded, his Paſſion celebrated 
the avowed tears and lamentations of devi 
Women, when the moſt ſanguine of his Diſciph” 
had denied,yea forſwo: e,and all had forſaky 
him. Nay, even death it ſelf cou'd not exti 

gu:ſh their love we find the devout Mar 
deſigning a laborious, chargeable, and per, 

hazardous reſpe& 10 his Corps. And ac? c 
dingly tis a memorable atteſtation Chri$t gia 

ro their Piety, by making them the firſt W 
neſſes of his Reſurre@ion, the prime Tony 
lifts to Proclaim thoſe glad Tidings ; And, 


a Learned man ſpeaks, Apoſtles ro the apoftl? 7 
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ly in the ſacred Records ; the Primitive tn 
have left us many Memorials of the like, 4, 4 
the Martyrologies are full of Female ſufferty. bn 
of all Ages and conditions, who by the fervuy 

of their Zeal had overcome the timer ouſn,, 4 
of their Nature, and weanted the cruelty.” 
their Perſecutors, And as Women help to a Y 
mnt 
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Of nent the number of Martyrs , fo did they of 
y Confeſſors alſo,in a ſtout owning, and diligent 
rattice of Chriſt ' anity, Queens and Empreſſes 
bnew then no Title ſo Glorious as that of a 
þ 'nurſong Mother to the Church, have often exe 
tl pang ed their Palaces for little Cells and Oras« 
tories, and valued not their own Diadems in 
Peompariſon with their Saviours Crown of 
Thor ns. And tho by a perpetnal declination 
rom that prifline Zeal, the inſtances have in 
ery Age grown leſs numerous , yet none has 
0 4 ſom wery iliuſtrious Examples. Nay 
k en in our dregs of time, in this common de- 
ay of all good, there are, I doubt not, many who 
Caccording to their opportunities} tranſcribe 
the former Copies, live like People that know 
hey maſt live hereafter, and preſent us yet 
pith ſom ſpecimen of ancient Vertu. Nay, to 
_ impartial Truth, tis not to be demed, 
t the reputation of Religion is more kept up 
» Women then Men; many of the one eounte- 
nancing it by their Praftice, whereas more of 
be other do not only negle@, but decry it. And 
wow ſ ſance women are compaſſed about with ſo 
Treat a cloud of witneſſes, who by doing the 
wing give the ſureft evidence that "tis not un- 
'eaſible, why ſhould any plead an impoſſibility 2 
n matters of Vanity and Pomp they are not ſo 
uſily difheartened.no pattern of that bind can 


2 ſet which will not be induſtriouſly imitated ; 
nay 
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The Preface. 
nay in the greateſt inequality of materials} 
it, Why then ſhould their emulation leq 
them where only it could do them good? H 
comes it that of thoſe who have equal Pri 
ciples of a ſpiritual Berg. ſom live accord 
to the dignity of it 5 and nthers who ſee the 
do ſo,do yet live as if they aſſented to that PI, 
loſophers Paradox, who ſaid . Women had — 
ſouls ; or at leaſt were of the Pythagorean Se, 
and lookt upon themſelves only as the Fails a 
Priſons of former offending Spirits, which th 
reſolved to fit for a yet wiler tranſmigration 
give them the appetites of Beaſts before th,4 
afiume the Bodies ? This is indeed an uniuck 
Humility, that thoſe who in all other inſtan 7 
are apt to overween, ſhould here ft nk ſo mu r 
below themſelves, And I hope twill not « 
pear anuncivil addreſs, to perſwade them)0! 
a juſter eſtimate of their own worth. JAndlO| 
what has bin ſaid to that end may have 4h; 
effe&,1 ſhall nat defire a better Preparative\ | 
the enſuing Tra# ; ſince ſhe that duly conf" 
ders her own capacity of Eternal Bliſs, a 
withall, the poſſibility of as Endleſs a Miſeao 
according a; ſhe performs or negleds the ſe 
ral Parts of Duty, will ſure need no hel 
eentive t9 the diligent Purſuit of it. 
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MP2 T is now many years lince 
>| >e2 an Addreſs was made tothe 
£923 Gentry of this Nation , to 
P perſwade them to that 
« WER Vere, which would be 
oth their Pleaſure and Reward. I can- 
Aot, I confeſs, boaſt any ſuch EffeRt of 
hat , as ſhould much inſpirit the hopes of 
.\ new attempt; yet ſince we fee in our 
proper ſecular Concerns, Defeats do many 


mes animate no leſs than Succeſs, l know 
,aot why in this more charitable Deſign L 
, Dould fit down diſcouraged. Men uſual 
jy raiſe not a fiege upon the firſt repullſe, 
Hut reinforce their Barteries , obſerve more 
-uriouſly which are the moſt aflailable 
icceſſible parts, and accordingly diſpoſe 


O-heir aſſault; it will then be no unreaſon= 
able 
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able imitation 11 the preſent caſe, if; ak 
2 ſucceſl:(s Attempt upon the more i 
pregnable Maſculine part of the Gentr 
I now eſfliy che Feminine, whoſe nati 
Sof:neſs an1 Genclenels may render the!. 
leſs 2ptto that refiftance of good Counſ 
wherein coo many Men place their G 


lJantry- t r 
2. I preſume thoſe tro whom that Gr 


| 


Trat was 1t firſt defign'd will be ſo wi 
ling corelirnquiſh cheir Tcle , thacT migf.. 
without impuration of Rubbery, exchan a 
my Patrons, and by a new dedication ba 
perſede the labour of a new Book, At | 
ind-ed , fince what was there ſaid wn 
founded more on the diſtinRtion of Quin 
licies chan ot Sex , there would nor neg. 
many razures to render it as proper for tig;, 
one asthe other ; and I ſhall take fo muy tþ 
2dyantape of it, as to aſſure the fem Us 
Gentry , that they may there find mud 
of the Duty incumbent on them», in WM 
ſpe& of that Rank and Condition they. 
hold in the World : and therefore, tha, 
ſhall ſometimes make ſome refleRions G, 
itz yet, asto the main, Iſhall think,.. 
the cafieſt courſe, as well for them as oz, 
ſelf, codiret chem thither, na: 

hi 


IC| 


2, But it may ſeem to have too my 
of the Pedant, to entertain new Scholagy, 
only wich the caſt or nauſeated learnitgy, 


et, I, Of Modeſty, 3 
frhe old ; and when 1 reumxmber I write 
o Ladies who uſe to think the r:ewnels of 
"my thing 2 conſiderable Addition to its 
WFalu; 1 conceive my (elf oblig'd as well in 
G%yvility totheir humor, as charity to their 
eeds, givethem ſomthing wiiich they 
Way own as their peculiar. And to render 
bs more ur3lienable, I ſh-I] :ffix it to 


eir Scx; and make itthe SnbjeRt of my 
reſent inquifition, what in reſp of thats 
Bire: the proper and diſtin Obligations, 
cander which by the affignmeut of God 
ind Nature, they are placed. 
4. That tne Obligation to Moral and 
Phriſtian Vertves is in it ſelt univerſal, 
land not confin'd to any Sex or Perſon , is 
ot to be denied : yet, as in humane Con- 

'tutions there are often Precepts, which 
tho notexclufive of any , do yet) more 
Jogbarly and eminently level at ſom par- 
Vicular rank or order of Men; fo in the 
Jaws of God and Nature, there appears 
The like diftinRtion, That all- wiſe Crea-» 
Yor, who hath put peculiar proprieties 
and inclinations into his Creatures, hath 
accordingly defign'd their aftuating and 
Improving them: and altho in mankind, 
which differs not in ſpecies but in gender, 
:the variety may ſeem leſs; yetthere is ſtill 
enough to found ſome diverſity , either in 
the kind or degree of duty, This ſure is 
| ſhadowed 
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ſhadowed tous in that particular cautio?s 
given to the Jews, not to confound vc 
habic of the ſeveral Sexes, Deut, 22. 5. ant1 
yet more clearly evinced in the Precef"* 
which the Apoſtles addreſs to womer"* 
x Tim, 2, and 1 Pet. 3. Nay, this is (*: 
granted a truth , that all Ages and Nat2d: 
ons have made ſom diftinRtion berwee®! 
maſculine , and feminine Vertues, Natuffe 
having not only given a diſtinRion as F< 
the beauties of their ourward form . b®* 
alſo in their very mold and conſticutief© 
implanted peculiar aptnefſes and propri I 
ties of mind , which accordingly vary tt c 
melure of decency ; that being comely |! : 
the one Sex , which ofcen is not ( at les” 
in the ſame degree ) for the other. It wi 
therefore be no abſurd attemt to deciph/® 
thoſe excellencies , which are the genui@! 
_ and proper ornaments of Women : whic'* 
tho in ſom inſtances they may perhah,” 
prove coincident with thoſe of Men ; y. 

even thoſe which are equally incluſive ( 
both , by the divine command may har® 
ſom additional weight on the female fd? 

in reſpec of decency, fame, or ſom othe 
(not deſpicable ) conſideration. 2. 
5, For the better dire&ting our preſer,” 
inquiſition , it will be moſt regular , fir 
| co inquire what thoſe Vertues are whig* 
; © ate univerſally neceſſary to Women in a'* 
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Ages and circumſtances of their lives : 
uch which , like the firſt matter, are pre- 
jequir'd for all forms; which, like a firm 
znd ſolid Baſis, muſt {upport all yarious 
gVents » all changes of their condition or 
FElations And ſecondly, we (hall con- 
ader them in thoſe changes , track :them 
'hrough the ſeveral ſtages and periods of 
jife , chrough thoſe ſcyeral Rates which 
ereate the moſt conhiderable mutations to 
jhem; and in each of thole conſider, whar 
or the new and proportionate acceſſions 
uty. 
k 6. As in the outward accommodations 
Riepen the things of moſt daily and in- 
iſpenfible uſe deſerve the greateſt valu;ſo 

—n moral or divine Endowments , the be- 
jyfi of poſſeſſing is bt meſured by the 
iſery of wanting them. This firſt rank 
; nerefore of femaleVertues which we 2reto 
agent of, wil have that to recommend them 
qhey being ſo firickly necefJary , that their 
Nbſence 1s$not only a private ill, but alſo 
ar* Poſes to a deluge of all poſitive milchiefs 
36): This co that privation, 

7: This will be found true in all the 
Mr yerals we are to paſs through , but in 
fone more eminently than in that we (hall 
gebu' © begin with, the Vertue of Mo= 

\;deſty 3 : wt. may be confidered in a 
16 uble notion , the one as it is oppoſed ta 


bold= 
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boldneſs and indecency , the other to lighel 
neſs and wantonneſs. In the firſt accepyy 
on,Zexo has not ill defin'd it,to be theScienj! 
8f decent motion, it beirg that which guid! 
and regulates the whole behaviour, checkg 
and cantrales all rude exorbitancies, afe 
15 the great civilizer of converſations. 5e 
is indeed a vertue of a general inftuenaer 
does not only ballaſt the mind with fobin 
and humble thoughts of ones (elf , bur al 
{teers every part. of the ourward frambr 
It appears tn the face in calm and me 
looks, where it ſo imprefles it felf, thy 
it ſeems thence to have acquir'd the n 
| of ſhamefacedneſs. Certainly ( whay 
| ever the modern opinian is ) there 1s ny 
thivg gives 2 greater luſter to a feminin: 
beauty $ ſothat St. Paul frems, not 1111 
bave conlulted their concerns in that poirſd 
when he ſubſtitutes that as a ſuppletom 
Ornament to the deckings of Gold and Pew 
and coſtly Array, x Tim. 2: But 1 fear thni 
now will be thought too antiquated le! 
dreſs , and an Apoſtle be cfeemed te 
competent Judg in this Science 3 whichi1s 
now. became ſo ſclemn a thing , th} 
certainly no Academy in the World 0! 
vie numbers with the Students of this Mpc! 
ſtery. Yet when they have ftrein'd thotc 
arttothe higheſt picch , an innocent: m(7 
deſty, and native fimplicity of Look, _ 
| eclip 


.beR,1, of Modeſty. * 
krlipſe their glaring ſplendor, and triumph 
mwer their artificial handſamnelſs : on the 
enmcher fide > leta Woman be decked with 
<1 the embelliſhments of Art, tiay and 
care of Nature too , yet if boldneſs be to 
ae read in her face, it blots all the lines of 
xeauty , is like a cloud over the Sun, in- 
aercepts the view of all that was otherwiſe 
limiable , and renders its blackneſs the 
2Hore obſervable , by being + acd neer 
mbmwhat that was apt to attratt the eyes. 
& $. Bur Modeſty confines not it (elf to 
hhe fice, (be is there only in a ſhadow and 
zie; but is in life and motion in the 
1words » whence (he baniſhes all indecen- 
ny and rudeneſs , all inſolent vauntings 
18d ſupercilious diſdains , and what eyer 
Il:lſe may render a perſon tronbleſom, or 
ziffdiculons to the company. Nor does (he 
omly refine the language , but ſhe tunes ic 
<0 > modulates the tone and accent , ad- 
thnits no unhandſome earneſtneſs or loud= 
d eſs of Diſcourſe , the latter whereof was 
| ought ſo andecent in Carneades ( tho in 
-hiis public LeRures)that the Gymnaſiarch 
cheproved him for it: and ſure, if 'twere 
cot allowable in a Philoſopher in his 
vipchoo] , *twill leſs become a woman in 
hordinary converſe 3 and if we conſulc 
mrov. 7.11. and 9g. we ſhall find loudneſs 
hz#nd clamour in women coupled with ſuch 
lip B 2 otter 
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other epichets , as will ſurely not muchrge 
commend it, A womans tongue {houyy 
indeed be like the imaginary V ufic of th, 
ſpheres, ſweet and charming, but notyj, 
be heard at diſtance. I 
9g. And as Modeſty preſcribes the math 
ner , ſo it does alſo the meſure of ſpeaking, 
reftrains all exccf1ve talkativencſs, a fauy; 
incident to none but the bold ; the month 
polizing of diſcourſe being one of th 
greateſt aſſumings imaginable, ana ſo rut: 
an impoſſing upon the company » thei! 
there can ſcarce bea greater indecency jþ 
converſation; This is ingeniouſ]y exptgh 
by our Divine Poet, Herbert, Tt 
| A civil Gueſt, w de 
Will no more talk all, then eat all the Feaſty, 


| =_',' 

He that engroffles the talk, enforces ſileny; 
upon the reſt, ard ſo is preſumed to lof 
on them only as his auditors and Puplpc 
woilſt he magiſtcrioufly ditates to they 
which gave occaſion to Socrates to ſam 
It is arrogance to ſpeak all , and to be Willixf 
fo vear nothing, It is indeed univerſaliyth 
in{olent unbecoming thing , but moſt ph; 
culiazly ſo in a woman. | h 
Io, The anciear Romans thought it x 
much fo, that they allowed not that ſex 
{peak publickly , tho it were in their ont 
n:ciffary defence 3 inſomuch that with 
_; 
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utmeſia Rood fotth to plead her owh caule 
th the Senate , they lookt on it as ſo prodi- 
thjous a thing , that they ſent to conſult the 
Y:acle what it portended to the Stare s and 
abho theſe firſt ſeverities were ſoon loſt in 
Ihe ſucceſſes of that Empire, YValerius Maxie 
aus cou!d find but two more , whoſe ei- 
nther neceflity or impudence , petlwaded 
Whem to repete this unhandſome attemr, 
ut 11. And this great indecency of Loqua» 
theity in Women, 1am willing to hope 1s 
y the reaſon why that Sex is ſo generally 
tcharged with it 5 not that they are all 
plilty» but chac when they are, it ap» 
. pears {o unhandſom ,” as makes it the. more 
tminent and remarkable. Whether it 
Were from that ungracefulneſs of the thing, 
ethr fromthe propenſion Women have to it, 
of ſhall not determin ; but we find the A 
Plpoſtle very earneſt in his cautions againſt 
eflie ; 1 Cor, 14. 35- he exprefly enjoyns Woe 
lam-n to krep filence in the Church, where he 
lIifgffirms it a (h1me for them co ſpeak : and 
Ytho this ſrems only reftrain'd ro the Eccle- 
 thaſtical Aſſemblies, yet even (o it reaches 
| home to the gifted Women of our age, 
It who take upon them to be Teachers ; 
e2Xwherens he allowed them notto (peak in 
onthe Church, nonot in order to learning, 
vitho a more modeſt deſiga then that of 
weaghing: Buc beſides this, he has a more 
2 B 3 indefink 
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indefinic preſcription of fiience to Wor 1 
I Tim.2, 17, Let Women learn in filence ; anal 
again, v-I 2, tobein filence, The Apoſipha 


ſeems co grour.d the Phraſe, not only ra 
the inferiority of the woman in regard at! 
the creation and fi:ſt fin, v. 13, 14. byv2 
alſo on the preſumtjon that they needed jw! 
ftruftion; towards which , filence kT! 
alwaies bin reckoned an indiſpenfible qu.th! 
lification, the introductory precept in zof 
Schools , as that wherein all attention M 
founded. If fome women of our age thin: 
they have outgon that novice-ſtate <1 
Apoſile ſuppoſes, and want no teaching V! 
I muſt crave leave to believe, that the 4s 
want that very firſt Principle whic*i 
ſhould fet them to learn, viz. the knoy© 
' fedg of their own ignorance : a ſcien f 
- Which ſogrows with findy and conſider T1 
tion » that Socrates atter a long life ſpent i \ 
purſuit of Wiſdom , gave this as the (ut Y 
of his learning , Thi only I know , that 7 
know nothing, This proficiency ſeem | 
much wanting to our female Talkers whe 
jn this,ſeem to confute the common max * 
im, and give what they have not, b' 
making their ignorance viſible ro others 
tho it be undiſcernable to themlelves $ an 

to ſuch we may not unfitly apply the Sar 

calm of Zenoto a talkative Youth 3-tbei 

Fars gre faln into the tangue, 


22,But 
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me 12, But beſides this afluming orc of 
atalkativencſs , there is another uſually 
ofcharged upon the Sex, a meer chatting, 
' pratling humor, which maintains it ſet 
1 ar the coft of their neighbors, and can never 
byyant ſupplies as long as there is any body 
 ywithin the reach of their obſervations. 
h This 1 would fain hope is moſt the vice of 
the yulgar ſorcof Women ; the education 
 zof the Nobler ietting them above thoſe 
n-mean enterrainments. Yet when *is re- 
jpmembred that St. Paul, 1 Tim,5. 13.makes 
< Tatling the effect of Idleneſs, it may not 
g unreaſonably be feared , that where there 
1.15 moſt of the Cauſe » there will be ſom of 
icthe effect, And indeed, ic would puzzle 
y<ne to conjecture , how that round of 
y formal Viſits among Perſons of Qualty 
,Thould be kept up without this : That cheir 
ji Viſts (hould be only a dumb (hew, none 
r Will ſuſpet among women ; and when 
; the unfaſhionable themes of Houſwifery, 
1 Piery, &c. areexcluded, there will not re= 
; main many Topics of Diſcourſe, unleſs 
, this be called into ſupply. And this indeed 
1 15 2 moſt incxhauſtible reſerve, it having 
; fo many ſpriogs to feed it , that'tis ſcarce 
; poſiible it ſhould fail. And when *tis far- 
, ther conſidered , how apt a Miniſter is to 
| Envy, Spleen, Revenge, and other femi= 

nine Paſſions, we cannot ſuppoſe it can be 
B 4 un= 
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unacceptable where any of thoſe LS 
\way. Butl believe it is not more ff?! 
quently ionoduc'd by any thing then of 
vanity of wit, which has no where a me? 

free and exhorbitant range than in od 
{uring and deriding ; nay» finds not on 
Exerciſe but triumph too, vain Perſons (A ; 
dom conſidering the Infirmities or Foll®! 
of others, without ſom ComplacenciP 
and aſſuming refls tions. on themſelve® 
which how unagreeable it renders tis 
berty ofalking to that Molefty we recon 
mend) 1s obyicus enough,and would C © 
"were only oppoſite to that 3 but it is 
lels io to all the obligations of Juſtice F 
Charity allo, which ate ſcarce lo trequen®* 

ly violated by any thing , as by this ical 
tiouſneſs of the tongue. 

13, There is yet another vice of it, 
which the female Sex has bin generally a; 
cus d, and that is revealing of ſecrets ; if 
infirmity preſum'd ſo incident to them, thi 
Ariſtotle is ſaid to have made it one of Y 
three things he ſolemnly repented of, thi 
he had ever truſted a Secret with a Wc 
man. But by how much the greater preju, 
dice they lie under 11 this reſpe&the gre 
er ought to be their caution to vindicat 
not only their Perſons, but their Sex, trot 
the imputation, which 1s indeed extreaml! 
reproachful z this blaſting kumor being: 

{ympton 
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e ymprom of a looie,impotent Soul, a kind 
n of incontinence of the mind , that can re» 
m&2in nothing commirred eo it ; but as if 
cthat alſo had its Diabetic paſſion , perpe- 
orally and almoſt inſenfibly evacuating all. 
(And indeed however we are willing to 
ol|Sppropriate thisro the Sex, yer the fault is 
>c;Pwing only co this ill conſtitution of the 
lyemind , which is oft-timesno lefs viſible in 
jgfen ; a5-on the contrary , thoſe women 
-o MF ho by reaſon and vertue have acquit'd a 
GSolidity and Firmneſs of mind, are as ſure 
s Tepoſirories of a Secret, as the moti malcu=- 
, agine confident: and ſuch I have no intent 
exf0 involve in this charge,but rather, by pro= 
c,poling their example roche reſt, ſhew that 

hature has put them under no fatal necefſi- 
(£y of being thus impotent. A ſecret 1s 30 
| afuch unruly ching » bur it may be kept in ; 
, they may take the Wiſe mans word for it, 
th=cclus, 19.10, If thou haſt beard « Word let 
i die With thee , and be hold , it Will not burſ# 

$Þ2e, 
"4 14. This is a piece of daring manlineſs, 
jy hich they-may effeR withour breach of 
-; Modefty ; would God they would cake jc 
., 1 exchange for that verile boldneſs, which 


115 how too common among many even of. 


1, tne beft Rank. Such a degenerous ape de 
o; We now live in, that eyery thing {cems in- 
,o Yerted, eyen Sexes 3 whilſt men fall:othe 
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effeminacy and Niceneſs oft women, an{ ; 
women take up the Confidence, the Bold. ( 
neſs of Men, and this too under the notiq ; 
of good Breeding. A bluſh (tho forme \ 
ly reputed the color of Vertu) is account ” 
ed worſe manners then thoſe things whid » 
ought to occaſion it, and ſuch as nothin; | 
but the hmplicity of a Country Gul ca 
excuſe, But the infirmity for the mo{ | 
part proves very corrigible ; a few week 
of the Town Diſcipline wears off th; | 
picceof Ruſticity , and advances them 
a modiſhAſſucance, Nor is that dehgn'd i | 

| 

| 


terminate in it ſelf, bur iris ro carry then 
on , till they ariſe to a perfeRt Metamot 
phoſts, the ir Geſture, their Language, nz 
fomrimes their Habit too: being affected}. 
maſculine; ſo that what T acitus ſpeaks « 
Fitellins jn relation to his being a Princ 
we may apply cothem and fay,char If othe 
did not remember then to be women themſelv 
could eafsly forget it, 

5, Yet, were this affeRation confin! 
only to the more innocent indifferer 
things, *were more tolerable ; but alas, 

extends farther, and there are women whi 
think they bave not made a ſufficient & 
{cape from their Sex, till they have afſum 
ed the Vices of men too. A ſober mode! 
gialeR is coo effeminate for them +: a blu 
firing raming (tile is caken up,and (to he 
ES 4H 
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nl them proficients in it) adorn*d with all the 
I& Oaths and Imprecations their memory or 
a jinyention can ſupply ; as if they meant to 
& yindicate their Sex from the impurtation of 


$1 


Timorouſneſs by daring God Almighty. 


id 'Tis true indeed , an Oath ſounds grating® 
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ly out of whatever mouth , but out of a 
womans it hath ſuch an unconth harfth= 
neſs, that there is no noiſe on this fide Hel 


can be more amazingly odious ; yet this 


is a muſic this diſcordant age hath intro= 
duc'd, no former having I chink ever heard 
it in places atall civiliz'd : ſo that the fe- 
male {wearers want that poor ſhadow of 
excule the men pretend to , it having been 
ſo far from cuſtomary, that the unwonted= 
neſs could not but force them to ſome in- 
duſtry and pains, ere they could acquire 
the habit, and ſet up for female HeRors 3 
an eſſay, whercin they have been very 
kind to the maſculine , by (hewing the 
world there can be ſomthing worſe, 

16, Tis ſaid there want not ſome who 
compleat the demonſtration by the otfier 
parallel! quality of Drinking alſo; a vice 
deteſtable in all, but.prodigious in women, 
V-19-Eut a double yiolence upon their na- 
ture, the one inthe intcmperance, the 0= 
ther in the immodeſty ; and tho they may 
take their immediate copy from men , yet 
(rothe praiſe of their preficiency)they __ 

o 
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do their Exemplar and draw near the orieat 
ginal:nothing human being fo much beaſþl, 
aS a drunken woman. This is evicenor; 
enough if we look only on the meer (urtac3ri 
of che crime : but if we dive farther into its 
inferences and adherencies, the afhrmati+ jn 
on is yet more irrefragable. She who itjct 
firſt a profticute co Wine, will ſoon be tea( 
luſt alſo; ſhe has di{mift her Guards, difuri 
carded all che ſuggeftions of reaſon, as webvre 
as Grace, and is at the mercy of any, offai 
every aſJailant®» And when we conlidern 
how much fuller the world js of Amnonl 
then 7oſephs , jt will not be hard to gueſxro 
| the fate of that womans chaſticy , which f 
| has no other bottom then char of mens. Soitt 
that unleſs her vice ſecure her virtue , andic: 
the loarhſomneſs of the one prevent atv1 
tempts on the other; "cis ſcarce imaginable) 
2. woman that loſes her Sobriecy ſhouldle 
keep her honeſty : fo that indeed I might'o 
more propertly have made this refl:Ctionn 
wien 1 come to peak of Modeſty in the. 
ſecond notion of ity as it is oppos'd toll 
Ljzhineſs ard Wantcnneſs , bur it falls:s 
Rot mich amiſs now , to be the introduct i- 14 
QN tO 1te Ic 
17. And if we conſider Modefiy in this V 
ſenſe , we (hall find it the moſt indiſpens If 


| Gblz requiſite of a woman; a thing locſ- £ 
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leaſt declination trom it , is a proportion= 
&ble receeding from Womanhood, but the 
Notal abandoning it ranks them among 
Zrutes, nay (ers them as far beneath thoſe, 
ths an acquii'd vileneſs is below a native. 
i jndeed make no colteA1on of the verdicts 
Iticher of che Philoſophers or Divines in the 
aſe, it being ſo much an inſtinR of na* 
faure,that tho too many make a (hift to ſup= 
Ibreſs it in .theinſelves, yet they cannot [ſo 
offarken the notion in others , but that an 
etmpudent woman is lookt on as a kind of 
loner; a thing diverted and diſtorted 
{rom its proper form. That there is indeed 
hBrange repugnancy to natue, needs no 
other evidence then the Frupling , and dif- 
diculty in the firſt violations of Modeſty, 
tewnich always begin with regrates and 
leluſhes, and require a great deal of Selt- 
dlenial , much ot vitious Fortitude » to en= 
1t:ounter With the recoilings and upbraide 
nn0gs of tieir own minds. 
ie 18. I make nodoubr but this age has ar- 
o1v'd to as compendious arts of this kind, 
[$38 induſtcjious vice can ſuggeſt, and we 
j-12Ve Out t0O many inftances of early pro 
Icients 1n this learning ; yet I dare appeal 
s ventothe forwardeſt of thera, whether at 
» If{t they could not with more eaſe have 
- ept their vertu then loſt it. Certainly ſuch 
e tethe Horrors and Shames that precede 
MF thole 
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thoſe firſt Guiles, that they muſt commjpj 
rape upon themſelves ( force their own ge 
Juctancies and averfions) before they gu 
become willing proſtitutes to others. Tha 
their ſeducers ſeem well to underſtand, aic 
upon that ſcore are at the pains of ſo may 
preparatory courtings, ſuch expence of pel 
ſents too ; as if this were fo uncoutho 
crime, that there were no hope to introdyn; 
it but by a confederacy of ſome familne 
Vices, their Pride or Covecouſneſs. mM 
19. The belt way therefore to county! 
mine thoſe Stratagems of men, is for w. 
men to be ſuſpiciouſly vigilant even of h 
ficſt approaches. He that means to deſc 
a Fort, muſt not abandon the Outwork 

and (he that will ſecure her Chaſtity, mus 

neyer let it come to too cloſe a ſiege , bn 

repaſs the very firſt and moſt remote ine 

nuations of a ternter. Therefore when W 

ſpeak of modeſty in our preſent notiongu 

it,we are notto oppoſe it only to the groſr 
a&Q of Incontinency , but to all thole nt: 
behayeurs, which either diſcover or 

create an inclination to it ; of which it 

is all lightneſs of carriage, wanton gland 

obſcene difcourſe ; things that ſhew a wht 

man ſo weary of her honor , that the nt! 
comer may reaſonably expeR a ſurrendA« 
and conſequently be invited to the Afaukc 
Indeed they are ſuch,that one would oy 
pee 91'S 
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nhink chem the retule of many aQts , then 
n weerly the Prologue to one,and yet nothing 
gut a cuſtom of private fin , could ſupply 
Ttpudence enough to do what is ſo pub- 
aickly ſcandalous ; and where this is found: 
uy thoſe of any conſiderable age, charity it 
pelf can (carce paſs a milder cenſure. Yet 
thoſſibly in thofe of the younger ſort, they 
day art firſt be taken up ( as their dreſs is) 
ilnecrly in imitation of others , embrac'd 
mplicitly upon the autority of thoſe 
itnhoſe example govern the modes. When 
w.poor girl who has ftili ſo much of the 
f thild as to admire every thing that glitters, 
ſecs theſe things uſed by the gay people of 
othe world, "tis no. wonder it ſhetake theſe 
my partof their accompliſhments, and up- 
| bn peril of that formidable calamity of 
iweing unfalhionable, conform to them + 
n Which yer does not ſo much extenuate the 
nEuilt of thoſe few ſeduced perſons,as it ag- 
-oltrayats that of the Seducers,and atteſts the 
mftrange corruption of the age , that thoſe 
ming: which the leſs hardned ſort of pro- 
 ituces were formerly aſhamed of, ſhould 
nMow pals jnto the frequency and avowed=- 
waeſs of a fathjon, become a part of Diſci- 
nipline and Inftitutioa of youth: as if vice 
ndARow dildzin'd to have any punies 1 its 
aukchooland therefore by a prepoſterous an= 
atWCIPation , makes its pupils begin where 
by: they 
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they were wont to end, initiates them Uh! 
firſt into that ſhameleſneſs, which yt 
wont to be the produt only of a laW* 
habit what the end will be of theſe PiqumM 
erers in impudence, who thus put th&s 
virtu on the forlorn hope, ts eafie to divir el 
Yet 15 not this the only ſtate of danger :thi' 
who keep their ranks, and tho they do wy 
proyoke aflaults , yer Ray to receive theY© 
may be far enough from ſafety. She ttb* 
lends a patient ear tothe praiſes of her Wi! 
or Beauty, intends art firſt perhaps only'"* 
pratify her vanity 3 but when ſhe is on©®! 
charm'd with that Sirens ſong , bewircP® 
| with that flattery , ſhe inſefibly declif?* 
toa kindneſs for that perſon that vali®®? 
her ſexmuch ; and when that ſpark ſhall f© 
blow'd up by perpetual remonſtrances *7 

paſſion, and perhaps little Romantiq.” 

artifices of pretending to dye for her, w 

a thouland other tricks > which luft c 
ſuggeſt» *will like the Nabtha Natural 
, {pcak of , in a moment grow to an u 
quenchable flzme, to the ruine both of hy; 

yertu and honour. - 

20, Let no woman therefore preſur, 

upon the innocence of her 6:1 intentions 

ſhe may as well upon confidence of a for a 
conſtitution , enter a pelt- houſe and cok. 

verſe with the plague, whoſe contagy 

does not more ſubtily infinyace it F 

| ( 
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then this ſort of temtation, And as in that 
{calc (he would not fiay to difine what 
were the critical diſtance, at which {he 
might approach with ſafty,but would run 
as far from it as (he could ; foin this, itno 
Ns concerns her, to remove her ſelf from 
the pcſſibility of danger, and (how unfz= 
ſhionable ſoever it be) to put on ſuch a ſe- 
vere Modeſty , that her very look: {bculd 
jpuard her, and diſccurage the molt jmpu= 
Kent aflailant. *Tis ſaid of Pbilopemen, that 
jthe L: cedemonians finding it their interefi to 
;Corrupthim with mony , they were yet ſo 
pollcft with the reverence of his vertues, 
gat none durſt undertake to attaque him 3 
and ſure *were not impoſſible for Women 
© arrive at the ſame ſecurity : ſuch an au- 
tority there is in Vertu, that where *is 
minent » 'tis apt to controle all looſe dee 
wes, ard he muſt not be only Iuftful , but 
acrilrgious , that attemts to violate ſuch a 
anctuary, 

, 21, But periaps that ſex may fear, that 
by putting on ſuch a Rrifneſs they (hall 
Yoſe the clory of their Beauty, which is 
ow chiefly eſtimated by the numher of 
hoſe who court and adorethem. To this 
3 the firſt place I muſt ſay, that they are 
\miſerable Trophies to Beauty that muſt 
be buile on the ruins of verty and ho- 
nr ; and ſhe that to boaſt the as + 
[4 ek 
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22 The Ladies Calling, Party, 
her hair ſhould hang her ſelt in it, 
bur at the ſame folly in a lower inftangþ, 
22, Bittthen ſecondly, *%is a great 
lake to think their Beauty (hall be the 
prized, fince 'cis incident to mans nſhind. | 
eſteem thoſe things moſt that are at 
ſtance, whereas an eafie and cheap deloy; 
begets conternts So long as they gow 
themſelves by the exact rules of Pru 
and Modeſty , their luftre is like the M 
ridijan ſun in its clearneſs, which tho ye 
appioachable, is counted more glorioye 
but when they decline from thoſe, theyli] 
like that Sun in a cloud, which tho io 
lier gazed on, is not half ſo bright. bac 
beſides theſe collateral advantages , ar 
certain that Modeſty gives an immedy 
and direft improvement to Beauty ; th 
tho men for their own vicious ends whl 
them ſever'd,yetthey cannot but thinkt | 
are moſt amiable when united , and yi 
ſhall hear them often commend the aſp 
of that Modeſty , which they wouldtn 
circumvent. [o] 
23. But in the third place , there 1sin; 
thing but ſuch a Reſervedneſs that cavau 
deed make their Beauty criumphant, Ne 
ly and conqueſt are the moſt diftant thivy 
and (he that deſcendsto treat with anie 
ſailant » what ever he may tell her ol.w, 
being her caprive , tis but in order o 
; mas: 
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aking her his ; which wbeo ſhe once is, 
fre isno Rate of ſervitude half ſo wretch= 
td , nothing in the world being ſo fſlayiſh= 
by abjcR as a proftiture woman. For be- 
Sfides all the intereft of another life which 
Che baſely reſigns , fhe ſacrifices all that 18 
{oyaluable in this ; her reputation (he puts 
Wholly in his power that has debauched 

r.& which is worſe her reformation r00. 
MJ ſhe ſhould have a mind to return to 
) yercu, (he dares not for fear he ſhould d:- 
Ownlge her former ftrayings from it : ſothat, 
ylike Catiline, (he is engag'd to future evils 
izo (ecure the paſt, Yea ſhe ſubjeRts ber ſelf 
bot ovly te his luſt , but to all his humors 
+ and fancies,nay even to all thoſe who have 
edjn inſtrumental to their privacies, none of 
; them all being to be diſpleas'd for fear of 
wlabbing:and when tis remem;bred, whe 
th (ort of cattel they are » which are the en- 
1 gines in ſuch affairs, there can ſcarce be 
inoy thing more deplorable then to be with« 
itn their laſh. *Tis true indeed, ſome have 
ound a way to cure this uneaſineſs by bes 
Sing their own delators, nor only confellicg 
nut boaſting their crime, and by an impu+- 
Ment owning prevent all accuſations: yet 
Iwyen this ſerves but to atteſt the intolerable» 
2ieſs of the former condition , when this 
{ ollh of miſchicfs is choſe as a reſcue. 
tofheir impatience of being always.in awe, 
al: makes 
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makes them take up chat reſolution for Rez 
famy, which Ceſar did for death, who ſathe: 
*twas better to dye once then to be alwatep 
in fear. And tho this deſperare remaee 
may cure the fear, yet it a:certains the pn) 
proach; for whereas in the impeachmg01 
of others there is place for doubt, and chul, 
rity may prompt ſome to disbelieve it, ync 
when the fa& is juſtified by rhe offcndaat 
the evidence is uncontrolabley and withiel! 
doubles the infamy., Por , beſides chic 
which adheres to the crime there is a V2 
flint portion due to the impudence ; por 
like the Scorpion it muſt cure its ofM 
| ſting, 2nd cho it increaſes the obloquy, wi 
1t deadens the ſenſe of it. 1 + 


24. Bur when they have thus Rech 

their forcheads ag2inſt all impr<([1ons33t 

Shame, they are till lizble ro many othMC 

painful cff.As of their fin. What ferc 

of being abandoned , what jealouſtesIcc 

rivals,do often tortur- them ? And indevne 
nor without ground : for they cannot IT 

know, that the ſame humor of variff 

which engaged their paramours in th 
love.may do the lame for another, and #N: 
other, and ſo on; 1t being as poffibet 
graſp the air:as to confine a wandring lw? 
Befides, what anxious apprehe::fions hit© 
they of the approck of age, which chey dv 
ſure will render chem loathed and 9 

cad 
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cable , as 2\ſo Of all intermedial decaies of 
Beauty? How critically do they examine 
their glaſs * and every wrinkle that it 
repreſents in their face , becomes a 
So gaſh inthe heart. Bur if they have at 
any timethe leſure (or indeed the courage) 
© look inward,the view is yet more dreade 
ul,a deform'd ſoul,ſpoil'd of its innocence, 
and rendered almoſt as brutiſh as the fin ir 
inach conſented to» Buttho it be in fome 
eſpe like the beaſt that periſheth , it is nor, 
kz.cannot be , in that which would rol 
Jvail it; an endleſs being it cannot loſe, 
gor can it expcA any thing from that pre= 
yminence of its nature, but an infinity of 
wilcry: This 15 fuci an amazing contems= 
Mlation, as, me thinks, were it infifted on, 
ould allay the hotteſt blood 3 no impure 
gJaies being ſo flerce as to conteſt with 
thoſe of urquenchable fire. Ir is therefore 
«AO a very implous, yce no unskiltful a: ti- 
gice of thoſe, who would vitrate women in 
jeheir manners , tO corrupt them in their 
(principles, and by extinguiſhing all hopes 
488 tears of another World, perſwade them 
jo immerſe boldly into all the abominati= 
ans of this. *Tis ſaid, this is now an art 
of wooing , the modern »reludium to the 
LPaſeft propoſals : ir ſecs this age dares 
q2Ot trult only to the former waies of (e- 
» JUCCent , ſears there wil not be women 
A's enough 
ab. 
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enough that wil forget the intereſts of any, 
ther World; and therefore is fain to 
up a new party of others to disbelieve jj; 
And I fear that defign has bin too proſpey 
ous; many women are ſo much moþ» 
concerned for their bodies then their ſoufh 
that they are contented the one ſhould 
elevated upon the depreſſion and debat. 
ment of the other ; and whilſt with a vaſh 
cranſport , they can hear their outwayf 
form applauded as Angelical , or Divine} 
they can very tamely endure co have them? 
better part vilified and deſpiſed, defin'd we 
be only a puff of air in their noftcils, whip | 
Will ſcatter with their expiting breath, air: 
in the Atheiſts phraſe , W1/d, 6, 6. vanhe 
& the foft air, Whereas they (ſhould: cobr 
fider , that they who preach this dota! 
to them , deſign it only ro infer a pernns 
cious uſe, *Tis a maxim in Polities, th : 
thoſe counſels are ſuſpiciouſly to be ſcans! 
which carry in their front the adviſers inc 
4 tereſt ; which certainly is never more we 
fible then in this caſe » he that once gajfot 

this point » never needing to conteſt for #nc 
the reſt. For he that can perſwade a wfar 
man out of her ſoul , will ſoon commank: 
her body,and then what was at firſt his jel 
ter: t, becomes hers art laſt $5 and her wift#nc 
of the mortality of her ſoul, are muf« 
Aronger then "its: poſſible her belief offs 
HE coll 
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truld be : which confirms abundatitly my 
mation of the ſervile, wretched con- 
tion of ſuch a perſon, For if we judg that 
wvery (evere ſlavery which makes people 
YweGrous to refign a temporal being , what 
ih al we think of that which provokes them 
iO renounce an eternal ? 
f.. 25, And now by this gradation of miſ- 
athiets we may Judp of the deplorable fate 
df thoſe who have abandoned their Vertug 


therein I debt not the conſciences of - 
Iany cannot only atteſt , bur much im» 
| wove che deſcription 3 and all I ſhall ſay 
Is ſuch, is, only to conſulc that boſom- mo= 


Ov 


ror» which till they do, all Homilies will 
me infignificant, My defign was not there= 
obre to tell :hem what they too well feel, but 
Iyaly co point out their wracks as warn- 
ms to others. 

th 26. Letthoſe therefore who are yet un» 
rented, and by being lo, have their judg= 
iments clear and unbiaſt, conſider foberly 
tie miſery of the other cor dition, and that 
ajfot only to apiaud, bur ſecure their own ; 
rand when cver the outward pomps and 
whRaudy (plendorsof a yitiazed woman ſeems 
janke that of Creſ#s, to boaſt their happi= 
sdeſs, ler chem look throvgh that Paliacy, 
find anſwer with Solon , that theſe only are 
nutapþy Who are ſo at their end, Their moſt 
offquific deckings are but like the garlands 
ol on 
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2 
on a bealt defign'd for ſacrifice; their ri 
eſt gems are but the chains, not of their g,, 
nament but {lavery3and their gorgious a, 
parel , like that of Herod, covers perhapy,. 
putrid body , ( for even that doth not (x, 


dom prove their fate ) or however, a F 


purrid ſoul, They who can thus conſid, 
them , will ayoid one great ſnare ; fork, 
not al waies ſo much the luſt of the fiſhy. 
that ofthe eyes which betrayes a womy, 
'Tis the known infirmity of the Sex; to lg, 
gaicy » and a ſplendid appearance, wh, 
renders all temtations of that ſorc ſo co 

natural tothem , that thoſe who are oF: 
arrived to a more ſober ctimate of chin. 
will (carce be ſecure, It will therefore ,, 
neceflary for them to regulate their opiyg 
ons , and reduce all ſuch things to th, 
juſt valu, and then they will appear; 
trifling » that they can never maintain gp 
competition with the more lolid inter, 
of Vertu and Honor, For tho thoſe teyy 
WP ſeem in this looſe age to be exploded ; j6 
where the things are vifbl: chey extoter 
ſecret veneration, even from thoſe wy 
think jt their concern publickly to dein, 
them ; whereas on the ether fide a defeF; 
on from them expoſes to all rhe conttn 
im3g2inable, renders them deſpiyg'd evi 
by thoſe who betrayed them to it , leayy 
a perpetual blot upon their Names, 'o 
af 
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their Family. For in the charaRter of a wo- 
Man, let wit and beauty , and all female 
ccompliſhments ſtand in the front 3 yet if 
Wantonneſs bring up the rear, the Satyr 
ton deyours the Panegyric, and (as an 
Tcho) the laſt words will reverberate, 
Und her vice will be remembred when all 
he reſt will be forgot. But I need not de- 
lame upon this theme ; the Son of Syr«cb 
Nias done itto my hand, in many paſlages, 
ut eſpecially Fccl, 23. to which I refer the 
eader. 
CM 22, What hath bin already ſaid, is I 
 ppoſe, ſufficient to convince every wo = 
Than how much it is her concern to keep 
© er ſelf (tritly within the bounds of Mo=- 
Plefty and Vertu. In order to which, there 
u nothing more importafitthen a judicious 
Al3oice of their company ; 1 mean not only 
1 hr men, but women alſo: vice is contagi= 
els, and this eſpecially hasthat worſt quae 
ity of the Plague , that tis malicious, and 
3 1uld infeR others. A woman that knows 
{Otzr {elf ſcandalous , thinks ſhe is reproche 
* Vy the vertu of another , looks on her as 
tne that is Made to reprove ber Wayes, as it is, 
eſeWiſd, 2. 14. and therefore in her own de- 
MAltnce ftrives to level the inequality , not by 
| forming her ſelf, (that ſhe thinks too 
errd a rask ) but by corrupting the other: 
> j0 tis end , ſuch are willing to 
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icrew themſelves unto an acquaintandat 
will be officiouſly kind , and by all anjof 
condeſcention and obliging » cndtavariE0 
_ enſnarea woman of reputation imo rht 
itimacy. And ifthey ſucceed, if they 
but onceentangle her into; that cobyyyie! 
friencfhip.; they then, ſpider-like » inhW 
eheir vehom, never leave their vile infined8 
tions till chey have poifoned and ru 
her, But if on the-other fide they meer 
one of too tnuch fagacity-to be fo ericry B00 
ped; if they cannot taint her Innocent 
they will endeayor to blaſt ber fare 31 n 
preſent her to the World to. be what ye 
would have made her 3 that 1s in | 
| Plalmiſts phraſe, ſuch a one as themſelNO 
Pſal. 50. 24. fo that there is no corverſf®?* 
with them, but with a manifeſt peril £0! 
ther of Vertu or Honour , which fho&b! 
methinks be a ſtfficient diffwaſive. *B 
true, cis not alwaics in ones power to ſho”. 
, the meeting with ſuch perſons, they aref*l\ 
f tHumerous , and too intruding to be tor?! 
avoided ; unleſs, as St. Paul fays, t Cor.g,,0" 
ene /Þould go ont of the World. Bur all vol \ F 
tary converſe ſuppoſes 2 choice, and het 
fore every body that will may refrain - 
may keep on the utmoſt frontiers of ciy . I 
ty » Without ever ſuffering any appr oo 
towards intimacy and familiarity. Jaul 


33, And {ure were thiz diſtance 
T obſer! 


$cR.1, of Modeſty, 2T 
gbſerved it mignt be of excellent uſe,a kind 
of lay Excommunication , which might 
come very (ealonably to ſupply the wane 
of the Eccleſiaſtic now outdated. And 

is ſcems very well to agree with the 
ifenſe of Solon,the wiſe Athenian Law-giver, 
who beſides that he (hut the Temple- doors 
againſt them, interdifted them the ſacred 
Mſcmblies; made ir one of his laws, that an 
;Adulcereſs ſhould not be permited to wear 
any ornaments , that ſo they might in 

eir dreſs carry the note of their infamy. 
\Should we havecke like diſtin tion obſere 
ved, I fear many of our gaieft birds would 
be unplumed, and cho the ſame be not 
how an expedient prafticable, yet the 

rmer 1s, and might be of very good uſe. 
For beſidethat already mentioned of ſe- 
jChring the innocent, it might perhaps have 
@agood effe& on the guilty , who could 
wnot but refle&t with ſome ſhame on them= 
ſelves,if they were thus fingled out and diſ- 
'£riminated ; whereas whilſt they are ſuf 
tered to mix with the beſt Societies , (like 
jhure Deer in a herd) they flatter themſelyes 
hey are undiſcernable. 

34- Bur indeed the advantage of this 
courſe is yet -more extenſive, and would 
each the whole Sex , which now ſeems to 

ie under a general ſcandal , for the 
qault of particular perfons, We know 
rf C2 any 


] 
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any con(iderable number ot ſmutty 6 
caſts a blackneſs on the whole field, wht" 
yet were they apart, would perhaps y, 
fill a ſmall corner of it ; and in this un&® 
ricable age » things are aptto be den 
naced not from the greater but worſer 
whereas, were the precious levered fr 
the vile, by ſome note of diſtinQtion , the 
might then a more certain eſtimate, c 
made 2: and I cannot be lo (ſevere to 1, 
mankind, as nor to believe that ſcandal, 
part would then make but a ſmall ſly, 
which now makes ſo great noile. w 
35+ Beſides this I can ſuggeſt but 
| way more for women of honour to vit * 
| cate their Sex , and that is by making! 
own vertu as illuſtrious as they can 3 
by che bright (ſhine of that, draw off n 
eyes from the worler proſpet. And to, 
there is required not only innocence.,. * 
prudence ; to abſtain, as from all real! 
fo from the appearance of is too, 1 Theſl. | 
not, by any doubtful or ſufpicious ad 


to give any umbrage for cenſure, by} 
CC 


the Apoſtle ſaies in another caſe» 2( 
i1T,11, t0 cut off occaſion from them ._ 
deſire occaſion * to deny themſelves ,, 
molt innocent liberties, when any ca, 
lous inference is like ro be deduc'd |, 
them. And tho perhaps no cauco\,,. 
enough to ſecure againſt the malic, 


"Get, I, Of Meekneſs. 33 
nd the jealous;tho'tis poſſible ſome black 
Mouth may aſperſe them, yet they have 
 Rill Plato's relerves who being told of ſome 
Gho had defam'd him, *tis vo matter ſaid 
OÞe , { Will live ſo that none [hall believe them, 
PF their lives be ſach , that they may ac- 
fovit themſelves to the ſober and unpre- 
Wadiced , they have all the ſecurity can be 
Eaſpird co inthis world ; the more evincing 
etceſtation they muſt attend from the un- 
aerring Tribunal hereafter ; where there 
lyyes 2 certain appeal for all injur'd perſons 


who can calmly wait for it. 
|S 


_— ws = = 
4 SECT 14 
'n Of Meekneſs, 
02 W N the next place we may rank 
5 Mecknels as a neceſſary feminine 
Ver; this even nature ſeems to 
c teach, which abhors monſtrofities 
\/3nd diſproportions , and therefore having 
| Allorted to women a more {mooth and {oft 
' COmpolition of body, infers thereby her 
mrtention, that che mind ſhould correſpond 
© withit, For tho the adulteracions of art» 
(Can repreſerit in the ſame Face beauty in 
One poſition, and deformity in another, yet 
© nature js more ſincere, and never meant a 
Clerene and clear forhead , ſhould be the 
C 3 fion= 


: 
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frontiſpiece to a cloudy tempettuous heef&& 
"Tis therefore to be wiſht they would (8p 
the admonition, and whillt they conf 
their glaſſes ; whether to applaud or if 
prove their outward form, they wonld @ 
one look inwards, and examine 
ſymmetry is there held with a fair ouſ{@Þ 
whether any ſtorm of paſſon darken g& 
overcalt their interior beauty, and uſP! 
teaft an equal diligence to reſcu that Þ 
they would to clear their face from aff 
fain or blemiſh. Ml 
2, But it is not nature only which fi 
geſts this but the God of nature too, MeP 
| neſs being not only recommended to all ® 
| a Chriſtian vertu , but particularly e® 
joyn'd to women as 2 peculiar accomplif? 
ment of their Scx, 1 Pet. 3. 4. where ak 
the mention of all the exquiſit arid colt 
deckings of art, this one 07nament of am 
and quiet ſpirit , is confronted to them wi 
this eminent atteſtation, that itis #n i: 


frobt of God of great price, and thereh © 
to all who will not enter diſpute wi. 
God, and conteſt his judgment , it mt 
be ſo too, Now tho meeknels be in it| 


2 tingle entire vertu, yet it is diverſ{1f1'd,4 


k 
b 
| 


4 


cording to the ſeveral faculties of the fa | 


over which it has influence; ſo that ce | 
neſs of the Will, and a Mcekneſs of q 


is a Meekneſs of Ulnderftanding, a M 


e Meek 2nd quiet ſpirit. 
nf. 3- And firſt for the Meekneſs of the Lin- 
- jgerftanding » it conſiſts in a pliableneſs 
| 40 conviction » and is directly oppoſite to 
withat (ullen adherence obſeryable in t00 
fjgnany ; who judg of tenets not by their 
 goontormiry to truth and reaſon, but tO their 
ifprepoſſefſions and tenaciouſly retain'd opi= 
- Dions,only becauſe they, (or ſome in whom 
,they confide ) have once own'd them 3 
30d certainly ſuch a temper is of all others 
gthe moſt obſtruftive ro Wiſdom. This 
eg Pits them upon the chance of a Lottory), 
| 2d what they firſt happen to draw, deter- 
, Mines them meerly upon the priviledg of 
fits precedency , ſo that had Mabomet firtt 
af feiz'd them, his tenure would have bin as 
Indefe{able,as Chrifts now, How great th.e 
w force of ſuch prejudices are, we may tec by 
; me oppolitions it rais'd againſt Chriftian 
, ; doctrine in grofs at its firſt promulgation ; 
Pr the 7eWs blind Zeal forthe Fraditions of 
their Fathers, engaging them in the mur= 
der eyen of that very Mcflias whom thoſe 
Traditions had taught them to expeR, and 
alter in the perſecution of that DoQRrine 
which hiis ReſurreRtion had fo irrefrag= 
ably atteſted. And to juftifie the proprie= 
ty of this obſeryation » tho thoſe I now 
rm'd, As $3.30, 
C4 Thar 
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That they made uſe of the zeal of the 
male Profelices for that purpoſe. The Jg 
ſtirred up the devout and honourable Wom 
and raiſed a perſecution againſt Paul and B, 
nabas. So that 'tis no unſea{onable ady 
touch, to be (ſure they ſee well their w 
beforc they run too fierce a carriere in | 
otherwiſe the greateſt heat without lig| 
does but reſemble that of the bottom) 
pit » where flames and darkneſs do at 0 
cohabit. 
4. But whilt I decry this prejudic 
Rifneſs, I intend not to plead for its co 
trary extreme , and recommend a t 
eafie flexibilicy; which is a temper | 
equal, if not more i}] conſequence? then! 
former. The adhering to one opinion < 
expoſe but to one error » but a mind th 
lies open to the cffiuxes of all new tent 
may ſucceſſively entertain a whole oct 
of deluſions ; and to bs thus yielding, 
not a Meekneſs but ſervileneſs of Und: 
Randing, Indeed tis ſo great a weakn:- 
of mind, that the Apoſtle finks it ſor 
what below the impotence of women, a 
reſembles it to that of Children, Epb, 4. 1 
yet it ſeems the folly of ſome women hi 
ltevell'd them wich Cnildren in this matt. 
for the ſame Apoſtle takes notice of ſuch} 
whom as he gives the Epithet of filly , | 
the latter part of the character ſpeaks the 
Þ 
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' given us of women led captive, who bee 


' ing to him : and for a while this ſtrong 


_ at firſt ſhe moſt decried. This has bin even= 
tually true in ſome , who ſetting out in the 


3 Se4, II, h of Meekneſs, = / 


corrigibiy 40 P eve- v4.7 ES anda never able 
to come to the KknoWleceg of the Truth, I Tims 
3.6, a deſcription which 1f we compare 


| with our times , we muſt think propheticg 


For how many inſtances hath this age 


ing cicher affeted with the novelty, or ſee 
duced by the pretended zeal of a new 
Teacher » have given up their underſtand= 


man has kept poſleſfiion, but when 2 
ſtronger then he hath come it has fared ag 
with bim in the Goſpel., a louder zeal or z 
hewer doctrine ſoon divides his ſpoils: and 
that by force cf the very ſame principle, on 
which he ſet up, which within a while un= 
dermines the latter alſo, and (ſo ſucceſſively; 
till che poor Proſelyte has bin hurried 


through all the amazes of wild error.and at 


laſt perhaps(like a palate diſtraRed by too: 
much variety ) ſhe fixes upon that which 


fierceſt deteftation of Popery , have wan= 
dred ſo lorg like the blinded Syrians, 2 Kine 
6. 20. that they have ar laſt found theme» 
ſelves in the midſt of Samaria; by an infen=- 
ible circular motion bin brought about to: 
that Religion, from which alone they de- 


figned to fly. So little do itching ears know 


whither they may, be carried ; and in» 
C $ deed 


, 
| » 
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deed the ear when intected with that pry. : 

rient humor may vie Milchiefs with th « 

tongue. which St. James cells us, Chap. 31g | 
#5 (tho a little member ) 4 World of imiquity, 

S. Tis therefore the moſt importan 

concern of all, to fortifie that ſo aflailabh 

part 3 but tis eſpecially ſo of women, ng 
only in reſpeR of that natural imbecillity 
which renders them liable to ſeducemen 
but allo becauſe the opinion of their bem 
fo, makes them particularly aim'd at b 

feducers. For as he who is to put off adul 

terated wares,will chuſe the moſt unwarry 

chapman. ſo theſe Sophiſticators of Diy; 

| nity, defire the moſt undiſcerning Audi 

zors.And truly that ſo many of that Sex ar 

fo, I do not ſo much impute to any naty 

xal defe&R, as tothe looſe notions they ha 

of Religion , of which they have perhay 

fome peneral confuſed apprebenfions , by 

have (o.little penetrated the depth of it, thi 

LS they know nor why they are Chriſtians, 11 

? ther then Turks, why of the Church of Fr; 

und , rather then that of Rome ,, or Gene) 

And » nile they are thus unfixt ,, and har 

no betcer principle then cuſtom and cor 

pliance; they have nothing to anſwer! 

any che grofÞ ft deceit that can be obtrud: 

wpon them, which for ought they know 

have conſider'd, may. be as true as a 

ag they formerly profefl. Now wht 

al 


Sect, IT, of Meekneſs, 26 
' any one in this condition ſhall be affaulc- 
, ed, not only by the repeated opportunities 
of falle teachers ., bur alſo by ingeminated 
threatnings of hell and damnation, he iy 
l:ke one a waked by the outcry of fire , and 
in that amaze will be apt to run where= 
ever the firſt diſcoverer of her danger (hall 
lead her. | 

6. I (hall therefore moſt earneſtly re« 
commend it as the beſt Antidote againſt 
the poiſon of novel doftring, to examin 
well the grounds of the old , for want of 
this it is that our Church has bin expoſed 


y, to ſo many frivolous cavils,it being too in- 


 Cident tothe perverſe Pride of humane na« 

ture, to ipeak evil of things we underſtand 
not. And had our {he- zealots firſt conſult» 
ed from ſober guides, and from them un» - 


det Rood upon what grounds the Praftice I 


as well as Doftrine of our Church was 
founded , they ceu'ld not fo eafily have bin 
carried away by every Wind of Dofirine , as 
the Apoſtle phraſes it, Eph. 4. 14. 

7. Indeed this is no more then common 
juſtice exats, which forbids the condeme 
ning even the yilel! malefafttor unheard; 
( and unheard and not underſtood, are in 
th13 caſe terms equivalent ) yet ſure they 
owe ſomthing more to that Church from 
whole miniſtry themſelves muſt confeſs to 
nave derived their Chriſtiapiy, in whoſe 
bolom 


% 
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boſom they have been cheriſhr, and conſegg] 
quently may plead a mothers right inghe 
them 3 ſorhat unleſs poſſeſſion which forgb 
tiftes Civil rights, deſtroy the Ecclefaſtic, 
ſhe may challenge beſides that natural ju-gh 
tice, (wbich is the common due of humvh 
nity) 2 parental reſpe and reverence , 1m 
debt which is ſu:e very ill anſwered bync 
thoſe > who caſt off her obedience befor ye 
they have at all conſidered what it is ſhi gy 
commands. And if the abdicating a chill þ 
be a thing ſo unnatural , as needs ſom ver) þ' 
importanc caſe to juſtifie it ; the renounce xe 
eg of a Parent muſt require a reaſon as fa n' 
| tranſcending that as the guile does, if ity fl 
| caufleſs; and ſuch jt muſt inevitably bein 
2!l, who for want of due examination n 
ſufers themſelves ro be led into groundleh u 
prejudices and diſguſts. / 

8, To prevent that gvile, and a multh e 
tude of others which ſpring from it; I mul y 
again repeat my Propoſal , that women d 4 
Quality { who.are preſumed to want nei } 
ther Parts nor leſure for it) would a litth 
fook in the inſide of the Religion they pro t 
fels 3 if it be a tiue one, *ewill bear th | 
inſpcRion , truth never thunning the light; 
if it be not, the diſcovery cannot be 
too-carly, And indeed among the many | 
remarkable imprefles of truth our Church 
Sears, this is one, that (he does not "ay 
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ISea, II, of Meekniſs, a@rt 
&fold her Proſelytes » leaves them the uſe of = 
ldcheir diſcerning Faculcy , and does not by 
tebtruding upon them an implicit belief, 
6 force them to lay down their Reaſon when 
kehey take up their Faith. And now why 
»hould not Ladies ſpznd 2 few of their 
\tmany idle hours in this inquiſition. 1 mean 
bynot to embark them in a maze of contro 
Mt yerſies, but only to diſcern thoſe plain 
Itgrounds of Truch on which our Church 
Il builds 3 which if weil dige Red, will prove a 
1 better amulet againſt deluſion then the 
G reading whole 7 omes of diſputations, more 
apt to diflirat then fortify their under- 
b Randings. And had they thus don, had their 
n minds bin ballaſted by ſober principles, fo 
n many of them had never inade up the tri- 
& umphs of ſo many and (o various ſeducers. 
And tho to ſuch this advertiſement may 
th come t00 late (like aſſiſtance afcer a defeat) 
if yet it may be a ſeaſonable caution tro oe 
others; & to thoſe I offer it, as that very tem= 
| per wherein confifts that rationalMc-ekneſs 
th of the underſtanding I would recommend 
0 tothem; which is equally violated by a 
he blind obſtinacy,or as blind a flexibility. 
tg 9. A (ecend fort of Meekneſs is that of 
be the Will, which lies in its juſt ſubordina= 
1y tion, and ſubmiffion ro a more ſupream 
h Autority , which in Divine things is the 
|- wiilct God ; in Natural or Moral righr 
Id Reaſons 
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4 
Reaſon; and in humane Conflitutiangs : 
command of Superiors : and fo long ay! 
Will governs it ſelf by theſe in chef 
ſpeſtive Orders » it tranſercfles nor. 
Meekneſs requir'd of it, Bur exPerig. 
atteſts , that the Will is now in its Ceptny 
vation an imperious Faculey,aptro caſt 
that ſubje&ion to which it was defign' 
and at dependenily from thoſe motij,. 
which {hould i:fluence it. This 
knows is too common in all Ages al Ca 
ditions and Sexes : but the Feminine | 
more eſpecially under an ill name fot 
Whether that have grown from the ly 
| opinion conceived of their Reaſonylels ah, 
| to maintain its Empire, or from the mult} 
pli'd babitual inftances themſelves hy 
given of unruly Wills , 1ſhall not und 
take todetermin 3 but either way *tis, Iige 
ſure, fo great a reproach, as they (houldly, 
very induſtrious to wipe off, And trig 
I know nothing more incentive to thatt { 
deavor , then the having 2 right el / 
mate of the Happineſs as well as Vertu n 
governable Will. How calmly do thi f 
glid chrongh all{ even the rougheſt) even! \ 
that can but maſter that ſtubborn Facuh 1 
A will refign% to God?s.how does it ent 5 
vate and infeeble any calamity? Nayul 
deed it triumphs over it, and by that col 
junRion wih him that ordains it, w_ i 
al 
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to Bid ro command even what it ſuffcrs, 


"Twas a Philoſophical Maxim,that a wiſe 
oral man could not be injured , could 
Not be miſerable. But ſure 'tis much 
More true of him who has that divine 
My i dom of Chriftian refignation , that 
fiyewiſts and inwraps all his choices with 
1God's, and is neither at the pains nor ha» 
hard of his own cletions ; but 1s ſecure, 
Gat unleſs Onnilcience cat) be deceived,or 
DO mnipotence defeated, he ſhall have what 
. hs really beſt for him. 

MN! 19. Propoitionable ( tho not equal ) to 
I%hj*, is che happineſs of a Will regulated 
by Reaſon in things within its Sphere 2 
ubeis the dignity of humane N2ture, and 
Mehat which diſtinguiſhes it from that of 
UBeaſts, Yea, even choſe grow MOre cOtle 
Lztemcible in their kinds, the farther rney are 
digemoved from it. The Rtupid fiurdineſs 
NlotanAſﬀe has render'd it Proverbial for 
tfolly, when the tratableneſs of other 
| Animals has temted ſom to lift them a= 
1 mong rationals. Befdes , reaſon affords 
bi fomthing of a Baſis and Foundation for the 
Ml Will co bottom on. He chat governs him- 
I" ſelf by reaſon(thar being till the ſame) will 
a act equally and conſonant to himſelf ; bur 
8 he that does a thing this morwent, only be- 
ol Eauſe he will,may the next have as weighty 
0 an argument to do forathing quite con= 
ak wary 
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trary 3 and io may ſpcnd his wholeire 
in unravelling his Spiders webs, a«the ÞÞ 
phec rightly calls the vain deſigns of {; 

brutiſh men . 1/a, 59.5. Not to ſpealn 
thoſe recoilings ard upbraidings of a1 
rational faculties, which are the uneaſiece 
tendants of thoſe who refilt its more dip 
admonitions ; there is nothing expoſep! 
more ſecular ruins. An ungovernable WW: 
is the moſt precipitous thing imaginalfr 
and likethe Devil in the Swine, hurEc 
headlong to deſiruftion ; and yer deprifii 
one of that poor reſerve, that faint cf 
fort of the miſerable, pitty; which willF 
be ſo much invited by the miſery, as ay 
ted by that wilfulneſs which cauſedV 
Nay indeed , ſo little can ſuch perſonsÞ 
pet the compaſſion of others , that *twil 
be hard for them to afford themſelves th?! 
own : the conſciouſneſs. that their cal 
mities are but the iflues of their own pl 
verſeneſs, being apt to diſpoſe them ni 
to hate then pitty. And this is no ſmall #® 
cumulation of wretchedneſs , when a nf0 
ſuffers not only directly , but at the? 
bound too; reinflifts his miſeries up* 
himſelf by a grating refleRion on his or? 
madneſs. Yea,ſo great an 2ggravation© 
it, that eyen Hell it ſelf is enhaunced 
compleated by it; all: the torments thi" 
being edged: and. (harpned by the wo 
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Set, II, of Meekneſs, 45 
eiremembrance » that they might once have 
e din avoided. 

ft It. In the lat place, a Will duly ſub» 
eamiſfive to lawful Superiors » is not only an 
of amiable thing in the eyes of others, but ex= 
heceedingly happy to ones ſelf; *tis the pa- 
digent of peace . and order both public and 
neprivate. A bleſhng fo confiderable , as 
 Wery cheaply bought with a little receding 
naffrom ones own will or humor, whereas the 
urxconcrary temper is the ſpring and origi- 
prinal of infinit confuſions, the grand incen= 
codiary which fers Kingdoms , Churches, 
1|Families in combuſtion ; a flat contradij= 
ayRion not only to the Word, but even the 
edWoiks of God; a kind of Anticreative 
15;Þower, which reduces things to that Chaog 
from whence God drew them. Our age 
M25 given us too many and too pregnant 
catnſtances of its miſchievous effeRts, which 
ay ſerve to enhaunce the yalue of that go» 
myernable malleable remper I now recom- 
1,mend. And as a Will chus refign'd to Rea« 
{on ard juſt Autority, is a felicity all ratio» 
eMal natures ſhould aſpire to; ſo eſpecially 
be feminine Sex , whoſe paſſions being 
qPaturally the more imperuous , ovght 
ant be the more triftly guarded and kept 
qander the ſevere diſcipline of reaſon; fer 
þ:Where "tis otherwiſe , where a woman has 
o80 guid but her Will, and her Will is 
! __ _ nothing 
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nothing but her Humor, the event is ſug 
be fatal to her ſelf, and often to others a, 
12, And the hazard of this renderst, 
Other reſtraint of the Willy I mean tha 
obedience to Superiors, a very happy 
poſition , tho perhaps *tis not alw 
thought ſo, for thoſe who refilt the pOVey 
ment of Reaſon, are not very apt to ſub 
to that Autority, Yet ſure God ani, 
ture do atteſt the particular expediency 
this to women, by having placed that 
in a degree of inferiority tothe other. N; 
farther , it is obſervable, that as there 
but three ares of life, through which » 
can regularly pais, Viz, Virginity, MN, 
rizge, and Widowhood, two of themyy 
Rates of ſubj:Rion, the firlt to the p; fi 
the ſecond to the hu>band 3 and thehy, 
as itis caſual, whether ever they arting, 
itor no,ſoif they do, we find it byG 
himſclf reckor'd as a condition the gl 
deſolare and deplorable. If 1 ſhouldy; 
this happens upon that very fcore- 
they are left to their own guidance, theR, 
wracks of many would too much juth; 
the gloſs; but however , it evinces » tyg 
God ſets not the ſame valu upon their y 
ing maſterleſs, which fome of them 
whilt he reckons them moſt miſery 
when they are moſt at liberty. 7 

13. And fince Gods aflignation | 

| ( 
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MK ecermined ſubjetion to be che womens 
Upr,chere needs no other argument of its fit- 
ſs, or for their acquieſcence, Therefore 
a hen ever they oppoſe it > the contumacy 
1g; higher then the immediat ſuperior, 
Mand reaches God himſelf. And 1am apt to 
YM hink there would not many of that timo=- 
1-25us ſex dare ſo far, were it not for ſome 
Mate pun&iloes of honor, which (like thofe 
 mong our Duelliſts) have impoſed theme 
WElves, Theſe repreſent Mecknels and Sub» 
Naidjon as 2 filly ſheepiſh qualicy uofic for 
"omen of breeding and ſpirit: whilſt an 
1 mperious obfiinacy paſſes for nobleneſs 
and greatneſs of mind. But alas they are 
Myofully miſtaken in their notion of a great 
Mfpirit, Which conſiſts in ſcornjng to do 
Mn worthy and vile things » and couragi= 
Wguſly encountering the adverſe events of 
' Gife, not in ſpurning at duty , or ſeeking to 
 Opnll chemſclves from that Sphere where the 
dgivineWiſdom hath placed them. No ſure, 
-Fubbornneſs is the mark only of a great 
KRomac,not of a great mind ; and the cruel= 
ky of a coward may as well denominat him 
> lyaliant, as the ungovernableneſs of a wo- 
f man can ſpeak her generous. 
mM 14. Inthis | preſume 1 ſpeak the com- 
fimon ſenſe of all , for what value ſoever 
any put upon themſelves , nothing ren- 
ers them leſs acceptable to others 3 an im- 
de perious 
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perious woman being a plague co her 
latives, and a derifion to firangers, 
and a torment to her ſelf. Every the|: 
contradiction (which a meek perſon we? 
paſs over inſenfibly ) erflaming ſuch? 
unruly temper, and tranſporting her toſf* 
extravagances, as often produce very bo 
chievouseffefts. On the other (ide, if 
be humor'd and complied with, that fer" 
only to make her more inſolent and 
tolerable; makes her humors to groy 
ſuch a height , that ſhe knows not 
felf what would plea(e her,and yet ex : 
that others ſhould : fo that ta ſuch a0g, 
we may apply what Hannibal ſaid of M 
cellus, that if be were varquiſhed, he ne 
gave reft to himſelf, nor if he were vi 
rious, to others : Certainly the uneaſi,, 
of a peryerſe {pirir is ſo great , that 0, 
ſuch come buc ro compare it with, 
calm and happy ſerenity of Meeknels 1y, 
/ Obedience , chere would need no dg, 
; Lecture to commend them to their elty, 
or praftice, it 
15. The laſt branch of Meekneſs is 
of AﬀeRions , and confilts in redut þ 
the paſſions coa temper and caimnels,'þ 
ſuffering them to make uproars withl , 
to diſturb ones (elf, nor without to q 
diſquieting of others, and tothis regu q, 


on Mecknels is generally Ov 
ec 


AT 
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OT 
- nery man feels, is far more painful chen 
4 any thing he can ordinarily inflict upon 
Cinother : herein juſtifying the Epithet uſu- 
"Milly given to Anger, that it is a ſhort mad= 
, bes, for who that were in his right wits, 
Feould incur 2 greater miſchief to do a leſs. 
wile 1s indeed fo great a diſtemper of the 

mind , that he that is poſſeRt with it, is in» 
competent for any ſober undertaking, and 
"ſhould a$ much be ſuſpended from aftings, 
Was one in a Phrenſy or Lunacy. This was 
, The judgement and praftice too of Plato, 
I'who going to chaſtiſe a ſervant.and finding 
 'him(elf grow angry .ftopt his correRion, a 
Afrjend coming 11 and asking what he was 
doing,puniſhing replies he, 41 angry Man, 2s 
thinking himſclf unfit to diſcipline ano= 
ther, till he had ſubducd his own paſſion. 
i Another time his {live having oFended 
" him, 1 would beat thee , ſaies be, but that 1 
am angry, It wereendleſs indeed to recite 
© the black Epithers given by all Moralifſts 

to this vice It ſhall ſuffice to take the ſuf= 
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frage of che wilclt of men, one that had 

guainted himſelfro know madneſs m_" 

| 


Eecl.1.i7. and we find ithis fenten 
enger reſts in the boſom of fools, Eccl.7. 

16. And what is thus univerſally unl* 
coming to human nature , cannot (ure® 
leſs indecent for the gentler Sex : fs bs 
ther more ſo, every thing contracting, 
much more of deformity , by how my 
it recedes from its proper kind. No G 
ture hath befriended women with a 
cool and temperate conſticution , put © 
of fire and conſequently of choler , inti, 
compoſitions; ſo chat their heats of ' 
kind are adventitious and preternatuy, 
rais'd often by fancy or pride, and (o 
look more unhand{omly , and have lely, 
pretence to veil and cover them, Bel, 
women haye a native feebieneſs , unigy 
to back and aſſert their angers with 4, 
effeRtive force, which may admoniſh th, 
"cis never intended they ſhould let look 
ko that paſſion, which nature ſeems by iy 
So very unabiliry to have interdiRed thy 
But when they do it, they render thagy 
ſelves at once deſpiſed and abhor'd ; xe 
thing being more ridiculouſly hateful, th, 
an impotent rage» E 
17. But as the moſt- feeble inſeR nah 
ſomtimes difturb, tho net much hurtgj 
fo there is one feminine weapon whifh 


, 
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Nubl alwayes reavy , ſo proves often 


wubleſom , I mean the tongue , which, 

"uo in his loudeſt clamors can-naturally in- 
ide nothing burthe car , yet even that.ig 
a motfac: The'barking of:a dog , tho 
are fecure he cannot bite , is a grating 

ba pleaſant{ound; and while women ſeek 


' 


$ 


fac way fo vehit their rage , they are bur 
my fort "f ſpeaking brutes , and ſhould con= 
Kucr whether chat do nor refleft more con- 
pt upon themſelyes, then theif moſt yir- 
tlent reproaches can fix upor'others. 
'18. But (ome things have bad the luck to 
uirea formidableneſs no body knows 
ow, and ſure there is no greater in= 
nce of it » then in this cale. A clamore 
igus woman is lookt on , tho not with re* 
eliyerence , yet with mich dread, and we -- 
U9yken find things done to preverit orappeaſe 
her Rorms, which would be denied to the 
Mem and rational defires of a meeker per» 
Mon. And perhaps ſuch fucceſs have not 
' Ibn a little acccilory to the fomenting the 
ithamor: yet (ure it gives them little cauſe of 
Megjumph , When they confider how odious 
| Rtmakes them,how unfic (yea intollerable) 
for human fociety ; letthem take the ver- 
dit of Solomon who declares it better to 
 Mawell, Pro, 25, 24. in a corner of a bouſe top, 
Iti#hen With a brawling woman in a Wide bouſe, 
mor does the ſon of Sirarb ſpeak leſs 


(harply 


It 
th: 
| 


th, 
! 
| 


52 The Ladies Calling, Pats 
ſharply tho more ironically , Eccl, 8 
A loud crying woman and a ſcold, [hal 
ſought out to drive away the enemy, Andy 
he taxes the feminine vices impartially 
nough , yet there is ſcarce aty of theþ 
which he more often and more ſeveg 
brands then this of unquietneſs: It foryy 
was a thing generally lookt on,as veryly 
ſufferable; as appears by Socrates , why 
when he defign'd ro diſcipline himfel{sj 
perfect patience and tolerance , knewby 
better way of exerciſe, then to get a (he 
eo his wife, an excellence that may perhh: 
again recommend a woman, when weth 
to an age of Philoſophers ; but at preth 
will be hard for any of our Xantippapl 
find a Socrates; and therefore thatquiyl 
is as deftruQtive to their intercſts in getta 
husbands, as it is to the husbands qfi1 
when he is got. Bur I preſume I needſel 
declame farther againſt chis fault, whim 
ſuppoſe cannot be frequent among tb 
rank of women to whom this trat 15ar 
tended : for if neither moral nor dirſa/ 
confiderations have prevented it, yet jOl 
Hably civility and a gentle education hi 2 
a ſcold b:ing a creature to be look for du 
ly in Stalls and markets,not among pet{th 
of quality. Yet if there be any thathMm 
deſcended to fo ſordid a praQtice, they hi 
ſo far degraded themſelyes that they W 

- 


<_cauw_w_l 
. 

. 

. 


Get II, of Meeknefs, 52 
got to wonder it others \ubſtrat that re= 
l&:& , which upon other accounts they 
lmight demand. 
y 19. And to ſuch I ſhould recommend 
hehe uſual mechod of Phyſic , which is to 
acute by reyulfon , let chat ſharp humor 
twey hich ſo habitually flows to the congue, 
)be taught a little to recoile , and work itt= 
Ward ; and inſtead of reviling others, diſ- 
eleipline and correR themſelves:letthem up* 
wbraid their own madneſs, that to gratifie 
hzn impotent, nay a meſt painful paſſion, 
thhave degenerated from what their nature, 
ſetheir qualities, their education , deſign'd 
them, And if they can thus reverſe their dif- 
pepleſures , *will not only ſecure others from 
wall their indecent aflaules, but it will at 
ettaſt extinguiſh them ; for anger is corro= 
qhve , and if it be kept only to feed upon it 
edielf, muſt b: its own devourer; if it be per= 
hiamitted to fetch no forrage from with= 
; Put, nor to nouriſh it ſelf with ſuſpicions 
1$and lurwiſles of others, nor to make any 
dinfallies at the rongue , it cannot long hold 
t pOUt, 6 
hy 20. And how much they will herein con- 
x dult their intereſt and their reputation too, 
erithey may be taught by Solomon , who 
t hamakes it the deſtinRiye ſen of a fooliſh Wa- 
y han to be clamorous , Prov. g, 1 2. whereas 
ey Mhen he givesthe _— of his _ 
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lenc woman:he i:nks Wildom and G! 
neſs rogether, ſhe openetÞ ber mouth wo 
Fiſdom , and in her tongue is the law of nj 
neſs, Prov. 31.26. If this verdiQt may bez, 
mitted.( as ſure ir.onght, whether we @ a 
fider his wiſdom , or dear- bought eNey 
rience in women) it will confute the cag, 
mon plea of querulons ſpirits who think, 
ſeem inſenfible of any the leaft provongy 
on , is to appear filly and ſtupid; tho 
if it were ſo, *would be full as cligibhyy 
20 appear mad and raving , as they cagy 
monly do in the tranſport of their fury, 
21, Toconclude, Meeknels is fo wy 
able, ſo indearing a quality. and fo pupy 
liarly embelliſhing to women. that did die 
but all conſider it with halt the atteoiey 
they do their more trivial exterior onjn 
ments, 'twould certainly be taken up fri 
univerſal mode, in all the ſeveral varithe 
Ons of it this Seftion has repreſented. * 
=0 
an 


SECT: III tb 
Of Compaſsion, _ 
© near Afﬀfiaity to the Verw'®! 

Meekneſ(s, is that of Mercy 
Compallion, which indeed can (tf 
wriye in any place where the former þio 
' 
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pr the ſoil : Anger and Obſtina- 
Vey being like that rough Eaft- wind which 

brought the Egyptian Locufts,Exoa. 10.13 
eo cat up every greets thing inthe Land, 
QA mind harraſled with its own impatient» 
ey is not atleſure to obſerve , much leſs ta 
eondole the calamities of others. Bur as 
ike calm and clear day befriends us with a 
more diſtin@ proſpeR of diſtant ObjcAs z 
nfo when all is quiet and ſerene within us, 
gee can then look about us, and diſcern 
Cagphar exigencies of ethers invite OUr pittFe 
7; 2, I neednorſay much to raiſe] an eſti» 
mate of chis Vertu, ſince *cis ſo eflential to 
Meu: Nature, ſo interwoven in the compae- 
IGition of Humanity. that we find in Scripe 
Sure phraſe, compaſſion is generally ſeated 
Nn the moſt inward ſenſible part of our 
frame, the bowels, ſo Col, 3, 12. Put on 
ri8berefore bowels of mercy ; and Phil, 2. 1, 

Bowels and mercies, So that a cruel ruth» 

leſs perſon unmans himſelf, and is by the 
—ommon vote of mankind to be liſted 

among brutes 3 nay, not among the better, 
ro only the more haceful , noxious ſort of 
hem. 
* 3. Butthis is yer more unnatural in the 
wemale Sex, which being of ſofter mold, is 
; More pliant and yielding tothe impreſſions 
ef pitty . and by the ſtrength of fancy re- 
þloubles the horror of any ſad objeR ; yea 
D 2 fo 
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ſo remarkable 1s this tenderneſs, that * 
when he would moſt magnify his 1 
compaſſion , illuſtrates it by that of y 
men, as the higheſt human inſtance, ]|t 
deed ſuch a propenſion have women! 
commiſeration, that they are uſually ta! 
With an exceſs in it; ſo that any im ! 
dent lenity is proverbially called , Ay 
maniſh Pitty , and therefore it may 
thought an impertinence to exhort then 
that which they can ſcarce avoid. Bu 
this I anſwer ; firſt,that in this degenen F 
age : *tisno news to ſee people violate? 
inſtinAs, as well as their duties, an(P 
worſe then their nature inclines them:o- © 
fins being committed even again} 
grain,and with violence to conſtitution © 
4. Yet ſecondly, *is not a meer melt} 
of the eyes, or yerning of the bow! 
defign to recommend : Alas, their.t 


| 


h 
h 
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will not be drink co a thirſty ſoul, nor © 
ſhivering at his nakedneſs cloath him. 


is ſuch an inſignificant mercy as S. 4 


deſcribes, ſaying to a brother or ſiſter, th 
Warmed , be ye filled , but not giving | 
phings needful to the body , C, 2; 16, Ind',;, 
therthat weeps over thoſe diftrefles (he! g| 
not relieve., might have bin fit to be! ,, 
rer'd into the liſt of the mourning ' , 
men among the Jews and Heat, 
who were hired to make up the T1 ,, 
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Y omp of Funerals wich their mercenary 
wiprrow. but had no real concern in that loſs 
, [they ſeemed to bewail. Tis therefore 2 
a More aRive ſort of compaſſion to which [I 
a -Would invire them 3 and yet for method 
Wes [ (hall confider it under two diftin@&t 


eads, Giving, and Forgiving, 

py. 5 By Giving. in this place, I mean not 
*n A general liberality » ( tho that prudently 
1, bounded, is an excelletice well becoming 
«r Perſons of fortune) but only ſuch a Giving 
, 0.45 terminates upon the needy , and is ap= 
14 Plied to ſuccor their indigencees. To give 
£0 thoſe from whom they may expe re- 
g,gurrs, may bea deſign, but at the beſt 
jn can be bur generoſity and frankneſs of 
.DUmore Tis only then mercy ( as Chriſt 
of Bimlelf nasdefined it ) when it is tothole 
from whom they can hipe for nothing 
— pan, | 
E 6, And in this Vertu women have in 
F former Apes eminently excelled, yea ſo 
eſfeniial was irc , that we find Solomon 

thought not eneir charaRter compleat with= 
[Out it , but numoers it among the proper- 
LS of his Vertuous Woman, Prov. 31, 20. 
' She ſtretcheth forth her hand to tbe poor , and 

*' reacheth ber hand to the needy, Ard it is 
3 little obſervable, that after he has de- 
, crib'd her Induſtry and Diligence for the 
oo oJulring of Wealth, this is ſer in the fronc 
D 2 of. 
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of her disburſments, as the principal} 
ſhe made of it 5 and precedes her pry 
ing Scarlet for her Houfhold , or finef; a 
hen and Purple for ber ſelf, v. 21, 22,)1 
application is very obvious, and ad © 
Niſhes all thac own the ſame Title of Yy 6 
ous Women , to prefer the necefficiesy f 
thers before their own ſuperfluities ang, 
licacies. Nay-if they look farther;andy | 
fider who it is that is perſonated mi ! 
poor, that begs in every needy difirefti 
pliant, and that willfinally own every 

of mercy as don to himſelf : methinkst 


{ 
ſhould ſommtimes think fit to ſacrifice « © 


their moſt moderate enjoyments to | © 
charity;be aſhamed to ſerve themſelvei # 
fore their Savior , or let him ſand i. 
and hungry, whilſt they are ſolacingy \ 
that which would relieve him. C 
7. But how then ſhall they anſwe | 
who ſuffer him to be ſupplanted , ng © 
their needs , but exceſſes ; who have þ * 
yated their hearts and purſes to vanity! 
luxury, that they have neither will * 
power to ſuccour the wants of others?k ? 
unequal and diſproportionate is it! ; 
thoſe who ſtudy to fling away money 
themſelves, cannor be temted by any! | 
portunity and diſtreſs, to drop an? \ 
to the poor ? what a prepoſterous | 


is.i:to ſeea Lady , whole gay Attire 
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al her rhe glittering of the Sun, yet have no= 


d flying to his 
th much ſatisfaRi-- 
4. on; 
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On, ſaying he had nor betraid a ſuppliy; 
but this is in that caſe reverſt, and in ® 
higher inſtance ; for what can be more, 
betraying of a fuppliant then in ea 
ſupplying bis wants, to rob him of his, 
nocence, and be his ſnare in lieu of his 
fuge ? This is a conſideration I wiſh q, 
deeply impreſt upon the women of; 
Ages andtruly ftis their concern it (hy P 
be ſo ; for fince at the laſt day the ing, 
ſhall be ſo particular upon this very th, 
'tis but neceſſary they fhould examin h , 
they are fitted co paſs that teſt, f 
9, Letthem therefore keep a prep , 
tory audit within their own breſt, i 
'  uponthe expences of their yanity, 
_  thedelicacy of their food , what then j 
neſs and yariety of their clothes, nayy 
the meer hypocrifies of their dreſs, in 
hair, and complexion has coſt them; } 
which they may alſo add the cnarg y 
their recreations and divertiſements, tj 
coftly arts of chafing away that ti} 
which they will one day wiſh to recal: « 
them I ſay compute ail this, and thend x 
front to it the account of their charity,ll 1 
much fear the latter will witn man) « 
them be comparatively as undiſcern! 
2s Socrates found Alcibiades's lands in| 
Map cf the whole world , be fo pert 
ly overwhelm'd , that it witl appear Þ | 
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liyzn cheir Own hehe 3 and 0Ct:1ng in Gods. 
xo. Forif the poor Widows mute ac- 
Ne uired 2 yvalu meerly from her poverty, 
*that ſhe had no more; by the rule of con- 
lt eraries we may conclude , how deſpicable 
the ſcanty oblations of the rich are in Gods 
1M,account. If eyen their liberality who gave 
A much,was outvied by a farthing, Mar, 12. 
MM 41. to what point of diminution muſt their 
"9 niggardly offerings, who gave little, be 
lh xeduced ? eſpecially when they ſhall be 
, l compared with the numerous and coſtly 
facrifices they make to pride and luxury 3 
nay | with ſome were not guilty of more 
ſl then the dif proportion, even the total omil- 
 Wfion of charity, that in a mulcitade of Tay- 
© Jors bills cannot produce the account of 
' | one Garment for the poor , that amidſt 
nl the delicacies of their own diet (nay per- 
Mi haps of their dogs too ) never order'd {9+ 
17 much as the crumbs of their Table to any 
1 hungry Cazarus, Bur let all ſuch remem- 
ll ber, that there will come a time, when one 
al: of Tabitha" coats, Atts g. 39:will be of more 
niyalu then all their richeſt Wardrobes, 
zl tho they could number Gowns with Lu« 
In! 8ull4s's Cloaks, which the Roman Story re- 
ni ports to be 5000, andthat when their lux= 
" urious fare (ſhall only feaſt the worms, 
1 -and render them paſlive in that Epicuriſn: 
'þ they ated before they will wiſh they had 
DS 121.2 
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made the bellies of the poor their refefy . 
and by feeding them nouriſhed themſgh 
to immortality. 
It, Let this I fay be ſeriouſly remy 
berd now, leſt hereafter they tall un 
the ſame exprobrating remembrance y; | 
the rich man in the Goſpel, Luke 16, 
emember that thou in thy life- time receiv. ; 
tby ous things, and Lazarus that Which) | 
evil ; but now be i comforted and thou arth 
meuted, A Text which St. Gregory profy. 
was ever ſounding-in his ears, and m | 
him look with ſuſpicion and dread y | 
that grandeur to which he was ady | 
ed , as fearing it might be defign'd as| | 
final reward, With what terror then 
thoſe look-upon their preſent good thi 
who by ingroſſing them wholly to th | 
ſelves,own them as their entire portion; ! 
implicitly. diſclaim their (hare of the 
ture ?- For tothat none-muſt pretend, y 
receive their: tranſitory goods under | 
other-notion, then that: of a Stewart 
FaRor : as we may ſee in the paralt © 
the Talents , where thoſe that had the + 
ward ofthe five and ten Cities, wett 
ſuch as had conſumed their Talenrs-# 
their own riot and exceſſes, bur ſuch as 
inauſtriouſly emploied them accordis 
the deſign. of their Lord 2 and if it ther 
zediſoull with the. meer. unproficabi 
| 
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At yant, who had borded up his Talent, what 
lt 131 become of thoſe, who (quander away 
theirs z and can give: no account-either' of 
Ma uſe or principal ? | Tn 
unl 712. Were theſe conſiderations duly laid: 
W to heart : we might hope to ſee ſome of the: 
61 primitive charity revive > when women: 
IM of the higheſt: rank conyerted their orna« 
1 ements-and coſtly decking into clothing for: 
th the poor's and thought no retinue {o defir- 
of. able, ſo honourable as' a train of Alms» 
m folks: But I ſpeak improperly, when I 
make the poor their attendants , for in-- 
yu deed they rather attend the poor » did not: 
z5| only order the (upply-of their wants, but: 
ng Were themſelves their miniſters , waited 
hy about their ſick bedszdreſt their moſt loath=- 
thi ſom ulcers, and deſcended to all the. moſt: - - 
n, fervile offices about them. 
hi T3. But theſe were ſuch hights,. ſuch: 
 y tranſcendencies of mercy, as required a: 
r1 deeper foundation of humility then wilt! 
zx{ NOW be often met with + yet let me take: 
þ4 the occaſion to ſay, that it mary be a good 
he Managery of a charity co at(as far as they? 
re Can) perſonally in it. For beſides that- it 
.y Prevents ſome abuſes: and frauds , which: 
2 deputed agents may-fomtimes be temted i 
in £0 they pay God a double rribure: in jer 
ex Of their perſons as well as their foreumes's; 
| Next they: bring: themlelyes »1nt0'-acquain=- 
} CAngge 
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tance with the poor, and by that myy 
correR thoſe contemts and nice diſdai g, 
which their own proſperity is too ap; 
create : farther yet , they excite their þ 
compaſſion , which being a motion oft g 
ſenſitive part of the mind , cannot be fi g 
red ſo eftetually by any thing, as byi.< 
preſence of the objeft, the moſt path j 
tragical deſcription of a diſtreſs , beingi f 
able to affeR us half ſo much as one & / 
lar demonſtration. Laſtly, *tis an 1 x 
means to increaſe their thankfulneſs to! 5 
mighty God , whoſe bounty to thernſel « 
muſt needs make a deeper impreſſ; 
when "tis compared with the neceſſn | 
condition of others; for things are h 
Hluſtrated by their contraries : and' | 
too obſeryable in our depraved nature, t} | 
vie valu not things by their real poſit + 
worth , but comparatively as they ex * 
others, nor never make a right eſtimate ' 
what we enjoy 3 till our own or oth 
wants inſtruct us; 

14, Upon all theſe conſiderations it m_ 
be 2 very becoming uſeful circumfta 
in any charitable miniſtery to be ther 
ſelves the aRors :; and to thatend twill 
a very commendable induſtry to quali 
themſelves to be helpful ro the poor ini 
maay inſtances as they canznot only ope 
ing their purſes, but diſpenſatories wp 
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 yiding medicines tor ſuch as either by diſ- 
latgaſe , or caſualty want that ſort of relief, 
MA charity which I doubt not is praiſed 
0 þy many , and | wiſh it were by more,that 
fi our nicer Dames who Rudy only Cof- 
fi metics for themſelves , would change the 
Ji-Scene, and inſtead of repairing or diſguiſ» 
the ing their own complexions , ſtudy the re». 
fi Rauration of their decrepit patients limbs. 
& And {ure tho it be a leſs faſhionable , 'tis a 
| 1 much better fight to ſee a Lady binding up 
01 a ſortecthen painting her face ; and (he will 
ſel caſt a much ſweeter fayour in Gods 
| noſtrils, with the ſmell of unguents and 
Im balſoms, then with the molt exquiſit odors 
bh and perfumes. For fince God profeſles 
d' Eſay L.that that very incenſe which was de= 
,t fgn'd as a part of his Worſhip was «n abo- - 
fin mination to him , becauſe not accompanied 
2x0 with the aQts of Mercy: we catinot think he 
ate Will better like of thoſe, which have no 
th higher aim then delicacy and ſenſuality. 
I5, But beſides this part of mercy in 
m giving, there is anorher , that of forgiy= 
la ing; which may happen to be of a larger 
hen Extent then the former ; for whereas that 
1} was confin'd tothe poor , this has no ſuch 
lj Hits, but as jt is poſſible to be injured by 
ini perſons of all ranks.ſo this pardonivg mer= 
pe CY 15to reach equally with that poſſibility, 
pr Ti1s is.chat part ofChatity which we pecu« 
an liarly 
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liarly call Clemency » a Vertu whichs; 
only Chriſtianity but Morality recaps 
mends. The ancient Romans had it iniyy 
yeneration, that they number'd it noty 
among Vertues buc Deities, and builiſ 
Temple : and they. were ſomwhat tomy, 
the right in it,for it was; cho not :_ 

C 


ſo eminent an attribute of his that noth 
can more affimilate man unto him. 

6, There are many Heroic as ofi {; 
kind to be met with among the Ver 
ous Heathens, Lycurgus not only forg 
Alcander who had ficuck out his eye, | 
entertain d him in his houſe, and by! c 
eentle admonitions reclaim*d him from| 1 
former vicious life, Ariſtides being i x 
fignal ſervicesand without crime, unj x 
ly baniſhed by his Citizens, was (o| « 
from aRting or imprecating againſt the | 
that at his departure from4thens he tolen | 

| 


ly prayed the Gods, that they might ne 
by any trouble or difireſs be forced to! 
call him.. So Phocion being unjuſtly @ 
demned, left it as » ſolemn charge to hisl 
Phocas, that he ſhould never revenge! 
death. A mulciude of the like exain} 
might be-produced , bur we need not. 
row light from their-faint Ta pers, w hen! 
have the Sun beams+, I' mean the: Sun: 
tighteouſneſs our blefled Savior. who j 
has recommended his grace-by his prect 
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lo he has fignally exemplified it to us in his 
GraRice » the whole deſign of his del cent to: 
\lgarth being only to reſcu his enemies from 
agdeftruſtion z and as every part of his life, 
iſo che laft Scene of it was particularly 
Mgdapted to this end,and his expiring breath 
l\expended inmediating for his crucifiers ;. 
| Father forgive them, Luk. 23. 34. And this 

copy of his was tranſcribed by bis firſt 
fi followers, the Primitive Cbriftians in their: 
© ſevereſt Martyrdoms praying for their per= 

If fecutors. 
,|- 17, Thus are we in the Apoſtles: phraſe 
JJ! compaſſed about With a cloud of Witneſſes, Heb.. 
m| x2. x. of eminent examples, which ought 
! to have a forcible influence upon all , but. 
1 methinks ſhould not fail to have it on mat 
0| Sex.» whole native tenderneſs: prediſpoſes _- . 
th chem to that Vertu, and: who need but 
e (wim with the ſtream of their own incli- 
Ne! nations... How can we think that their: 
melting eyes (ſhould ever ſparkle fire , or 
2 delight in ſpeCtacleg of cruelty , that their: 
5. flexible tender. hearts ſhould turn into. 
| Steel or Adamant, be uncapable of all 
4mpreſtions of Pitty ? Yer God knows ſuch 
changes have too often bin ſeen :- women 
have not only put off that ſoftneſs pecu- 
liar to them , but the common inflinas of 
humanity, and have exceeded not only (a- 
yage inen, but beaſts in.cruelty. There , 4 
MA 
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bin coo frequent inftances of che 1mplaigg 
malice,and inſatiable cruelties of won 
I need not call in the aid of Poetique 
on, and tell them of Clitemneſtr« , My 
or the Pelides , with hundreds of otieg 
celebrated as inſtances of Heroic widygf 
nels. There are examples enough in ngj 
authentic Stories, The Roman Tallis, w 
Perſian Paryſatis z and that we maygy 
paſs by the ſacred Annals, Jezebel bb 
Athalia, I forbear ro multiply examplat 
this kind , of which all ages bave prodh 
ed ſome ſo eminent, as have render'd tc 
common obſeryation , that no cruekyth 
ceeds that of an exaſperated woman: and 
is not much co be wonder'd at, fince 1Þ 
thing can be ſo ill in its priſtine ſtat 

that which d::generates from a better, | 
enmicy we know ſo bitter , as that of lf 
 naced friends 3 no ſuch perſecution as tn 
of A poſtats, and: proportionably no ſuch! l 
rity as thar of a perverted mildneſs. So ( 
the Ports were not much out, who as) ( 
repreſented che Graces under the figure ® 
woren » {othe Furies too 2; and fince* \ 
In their elefion which part they will | 
they onght co be very jealous over the! | 
ſelves, The declinations to any vice aref! { 
dual , fomtimes at firſt ſcarce diſcernadl ! 
and probably the greateſt monſters | 
cruelty , would at the beginning rave | 
(£8 
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latgefed tioſe inhumanicies which atccr= 
Otgya rds they ated with greedinels, 

— It concerns them ther: fore to ward 
Mynoſe beginnings whoſe erd may be (o fa- 
hea]. She that is quick in apprehendirg an 
idaffront, perhaps will not be ſo quick in 
n ngjſmiſſing thac apprehenſion ; and if ir be 
la, permitted to ſtay *will quickly improve z 
a)twenty little circumſtances ſhall be fu= 
e born'd to fomeat it with new ſuſpicions 1 
phat laſt it grow to a quarrel ; from thence to 
odhatred, from that to malice, and f:01: that 
*"dtorevenge : and when that black p=ſſ1on 
y thas overſpread the mind, like an Egypcian 
andarkneſs it admits no gleam of Reaſon or 
etReligion , but hurries them blindfold to 
at their own ruine often as well as others, 

\) @19, Letnone think this only a fancy or 
fiſcheme of diicourt, there have bin too 
{many tragical experiments of its ceruth;how 
<|many men have bin mortally <ngaged up- 
54 on no weightier Original , then the ſpleen 
© of a woman? the franiic notion of honour 
r« am0ng our Dueiliſts fitly correſponding 
e With the as frantic impulſes of feminine re» 
[a verge, and any imaginary injury (or per= 
haps but juſt imputation ) to the Lady, 
g Obliging her gallant toruſh upon the moſt 
i real ſin 3nd danger, A madneſs fomihing 
; beyond tar which the Romances &d:icribe 
= Kngit Errantry 3 for that gereraily 
W is 
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1s for the relict of dittrefied Dainl ls, 
this 1s only to humor the too proſy? 
ONE ; the 1n{olent and proud. Tholſey 
fore that have obſerved the common g, 
fions of Duels, have not unfitly diy. 
them berween Wine and Women; it, 
ing hard to ſay which is the moſt in, 
cating and beſotting, The Son of W, 
couples them together, Fccluf. 19, 2,1. 
and Women Will make men of underſtay, 
fall away, The many modern examy| 
this miſchief, as it (hould ſtrike any 
treme terror into thole Women who; 
bin any way acceffary to the deathy gg 
daneer ofany man 3 fo it is jult mak 
ca1kion to all ſoco regulate cheir Pak 
that they never come within diftaniy 
implzcabllity; for if once they arrived 
themlclves can give no [top, 
20. In order cothis, "twill be wel y 
conſider at the fi: (t incication, wiat thee 
ground is; perhaps ſometimes they & 
angry ( as the Galatians were at St. lf 
Gal. &. 16, ) at thoſe that tell chem the tie 
ſom ſcandalous , or at leaſt ſuſpiciow'c 
havior , may have engaged afriendto1 
moniſh them ; (an office that has ſomii 1 
proved very fatal:3. thoſe commonly 
have moſt guilt having leſs patience toi { 
of it.) And if this be the cauſe,tis the gi 
eſt injuftice in the world ro make thi? 
qui 
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i Quarce) which 1s really an obligation + 
[Mend therefore inflead of maligning their 
elMonitor , they ought tothank and reve= 
Ngrence him. Nay, tho the accuſation be 
Cit with that candid defign, but be meant 
itgg a reproach; yetif ir be true, ir (ſhould 
Wor excite anger attheir accuſers » bur re- 
Wmorſe,and reformation in themſelves. 
21. It was the ſaying of a Wiſeman, that 
Make proficed more by his enemies , then Þis 
Mhrends ; becauſe they would tell him more 
Uyoundly of his faults: and this is excellently 
0lamproved by Platarch , in his Traft, Of 
he benefits to be reap'd from Enemies : 
Mfo chat even a malicious acculation may 
lie a kindneſs , and conſequently ought 
fitmor to be repaid with an injury. But 
et ſuppoſe, in the laſt place , that the a!pere 
fion be not anly unkind » but untru, jt 
fel will not even then be 1afe to let looſe to 
their indignation : firſt in reipeRt of Pru- 
y dence,an angry vindication ſerving the de- 
1 gn of the enemy, and helping to ſpread 
hehe calumny ; whereas a wiſe neglet and 
1s difſembling does often Rifle and ſuppreſs 
0! Secondly , in reſpeR of duty , for all 
i! that own themſelves Chriſtians, muſt con- 
1 feſs they are under an obligation to for= 
Mt give, and not to revenge. Now if they ine 
Mend to pay a real obedience to thirPrecept, 
twill be the more cafie> the ſooner they ler 
60 
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to ic. He that ſees his houte on fire, wiþl 
daily with the flame , much leſs bloyft« 
exrend ir,r:{olving to quench it at laſt} 2 
anger is as little to be truſted 3 whiah 
once throughly kindled , will fſcargaa 
pire but with the deſtruRion of the ſyſt 
it works on. hel 

22, Lectherefore the diſoblig'd in 
back upon the injury , but forwaft© 
thoſe miſchiefs which too ſharp a 13 
ment may betray themto : let them $ 


fider . chat the boiling of their blood PE 
finally cauſe the effuhon of anothers, P! 
Wrath may (well intro murder. IfP 
would do thus , and inſtead of thoſe i 
nitying optics whetein they view? 
wrons. make uſc of the other end off 
perſpeRive, to diſcern the diſmal eyes? 
 diftance 3 it would ſure fright them |: 
any nearer approch, would keep i}, 
Within thoſe bounds which their duty 

| 


ſcribes them ; and thereby acquaint tf; 
with a much greater , and more ingeti 
pl-ſure then their higheſt revenge canf 
them 3 T mean that of forgiving injub; 
and obliging the injurious. This is ah 
ſure ſo pure and refined, fo noble 
heroic, that none but rational natures) 

Capablc of it; whereas that of ſpightt 
revenpe ( if it can be called a plcſure ): 


mecr beſtial one ; every the moſt cont 
| 
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ible Aniival can bz atigry when "ts mo- 
wited,and endeavor to jeturn the milchief. 
Rj 23. [c ſhould therefore, methinks, be an 
hiafie decermination , u hether to embrace 
ear clemency and compaſſon which we 
ye exemplified in rhe wiſeſt and beſt of 

gen > nay in the Omoiſcient , Immortal 
, or that ſavage fi-rceneſs of the igna= 
afeſt creatures. This is certain, that no wo= 
than would be content co aſſume the out= 
1 Fard form of any of thoſe z why then 
re ould they ſubjcR their nobler part; the 
, bind, tc ſuch a transformation ? For, as 
here are no monſters io deformed, as thoſe 
hich are compounded of man and beaſts 


0 


yoamong them all , nothing can be more 
Fir. 1 more od1ous , then a Woman«- 


jgcr. 1 conclude ail with the advice of 

p lomon, Prov,t7.1 4. The beginning of ſtrife 
\j as When one letteth out Water ; therefore 
' Teave off contention before it be medled With, 
Fhen once a breach is made upon the ſpi- 
| " by immoderate anger , al) the conſe= 


. ent miſchiefs wi-l flow in , like a rapid 
;pxream when the banks are broken down ;- 
,90r is there any way to prevent it » but by 
| 


eeping the bounds entire, preſerving that 
© tenderneſs and compaſſion which God and 


,, gy do equally inforce and r:com- 
' \gKIds | 
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SECT: IV. » 
of Afﬀability, = 
If 


, JN che next place we may reckon ly 
biliry and Conrtefie , which wg 
amiable in all, ſo it is ſingularly (o jn 
men of Quality, and more univerſally, 
ceſſary in them then in the other Sexy, 
men have often charges and employ 
which do juftifie,nay perhaps require; 
what of Reraneſs and auſterity ; but bn 
men ardmarily have few or no occihy 
of it, and thoſe who have well digeſithy 
former LeAures of Meckne(s and Comes 
fon, will not be apt to put it on unnec, 
rily, Now Afﬀability may be conſid 
ether a3 a meer human Accompliſhny 
or as a divine Vertu ; in either we- 
tis commendable ; but *is che lattenip, 
gives it the higheft Excellence andu 
feQFion. if 
2. To begin with the firſt notion the 
we may take an eſtimate of its works 
its Cauſe,and by irs EffeRs. For its Cael 
it derives it (elf either from a nativeory 
dor, and generoſity of mind ; or frogg 
noble and ingenious Education , or | 
thing jointly from both ; and theſe ailfe 
good originals as any thing meetly oF; 
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an flow frov. And rhat theſe are Indeed 
tg (ources common experience will atteſt : - 
hoſe of the greateſt Minds, and belt ex- 
.aRions , being ulually moſt condeſcend- 
ag and obliging 3 whereas thoſe of moſt 
bie& Spirits and Birth , are the molt in- 
\aleing and 1mPperious. Alexander the 
\Beeat, tho terrible in the field, yet was of a 
Wentle,complaiſant converſation, familiar- 
ipercating choſe about him : yer Criſpinus, 
{ar coſus, Nymphydius , and other enfran* 
tiled bondmen, we find infolently tramp- 
| ng upon the Roman Senarors and Con= 
tals. 'Tis therefore a great error for Per- 
ithas of Hynor, oo think they acquire 2 re- 
Megence by putting on a ſupercilious gravi- 
{looking coily ard diſdamfully upon all 
out them ; "tis ſo far from that, that it 
hndyes a ſuſpicion that *tis but a pageantry 
nf greatneſs, ſom 1-uſhrome newly ſprurg 
etlpahat Rands fo (iff, and ſwells fo much. 
d hut inftead cf teaching others ro keep their 
iRance, this faſliidious diſdain invites 
1 Gem to a cloſer inſpeRion, that if there be 
miey flaw eicher in their life or burch , *cwill 
Caelure to be diſcovered there being no ſuch 
yemrying inquiſitor as curiofity , when *cis 
frogg') on by a ſenſe of conternr. 
xr 0 3. On the other fide. if we conſider the 
affeRts of Courtefie, they ar- quue contra= 
wh 5 1c endears to all, and otten keeps up a 
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Repuratioa in ſpight of many blemig, 
a kind look or word from a Superior 
firangely charmiog , and inſentibly fy 
away mens hearts from them. Thiiy 
Wiſe man refers to Ecclu/. 18.16. wha 
prefers a Word before a Gift. Andy 
Plutarch's obſervation of Cleomones Ki 
Sparta , that when the Grecians com 
his Aﬀa bility and eafineſs of Acceſs 
the ſulleo ſtate and pride of other Prix 
they were {o enamored with it thatyh 
juJged him only worthy to be a King 
as there is 20 certainer » ſo alſo no che 
way of gaining love : a friendly (alu 
on 15 as calle as a frown or repr*<;i6 
that kindneſs may be preſerved bY is 
which if once forfeited , will not ati 
greater price be recovered. F 
4, Befades, when human vicifliudgh 
conſidered , it may be a poittt of pree 
dence too ; the greateſt Perſons may hel 
times want aſſiſtance from the mewtl 
nay ſomtimes the face of affairs isdif 
changed , and the wheel of Fortunet'? 
them loweſt that were uppermoſt , i 
proportionably elevates the meaneſtrr 
wiſdom therefore ſo to treat all, as tong 
no imprelſions of unkindneſs, fince not a 
ſo deſpicable , but may poſlibly at's: 
time or other have an opportunity tel 
taliate. 'T was therefore a prudent a 
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has an equitable reſolution of the Emperor, 
tayho (aid he would ſo entertain the ad- 
(lrefles of his ſubjeRts 5 as if he were a ſub- 
i$eRt he would wiſh the Prince ſhould en- 
wercain him; A rule very worthy to ſway. 
\igh perſons of Honour in their entercourſe 
wich others. And fince even among Perſons 
Wh Command there are degrees, and (he 
$ Which is ſuperior to one, 1s inferior to ano. 
tirher ; they haye a ready way to compare 
the civility they pay ,. with that they ex= 
ghect. Ler therefore one who meets with a 
b$6ld, negleRtful Treatment from any aboye 
alger, examin her own reſentments, and then 
hiiefleR , that if ſhe give the like to thoſe be= 
tow ber » they will doubtleſs have the ſame 
title ; and therefore let her reſolve never to 
oc whatſhe ſo much diſlikes to bear:and 
ukhe that does thus , that makes ſuch infe- 
| prenices, will convert an injury into a be= 
yy hefic 3 civilize her ſelf by the rudeneſs of 
epth-rs , and make that ill nurture her own 
is diſcipline, 
et! 5- But hitherto we conſider Aﬀabilicy 
t,mly in ics ethnic dreſs, as it is a human 
eft>rnamenr will appear yet more enamor= 
; toNg upon a ſecond view, when we look on 
ent as bearing the impreſs of the SanRuary, 
41132 divine Vertu. And that it is capable of 
ytPeing lo, we have the autority of St. Pal, 
» ho inſerts it in the number of thoſe 


Chri- 


The Ladies Calling. © Pay 
Chriſtian-Graces which he recammeng 
his. Ronan Proſelites, condeſcend. tath 
of low eſtate,, Rom. 1.2. 16. and:that wen 
the better diſcern. its. valu 'cis.oblery| 
$93, he. links..it with. che .moſt. emgy 
Yertu.of Humility ; for it. immediately 
lows.hjs,Precept of be nop high. minded, | 
deed "tis Ae Fane with .it.asa. fr 
or allie ; but derived from it as-its. þ 

and Principle : and certainly a. more; | 
vine excraftian--it canpot have. Hui | 
bejo the Alpha and Onega, oft. Vertues,! | 
which .lajes the . foundation , -( wit © 
which the moſt towring StruQture will | 
cruſh ic ſelf with its owa weight ) and © 
which perfe&ts and © conſummate; 

building alfo, ſecures andicrowns-allg | 
Graces; which when they. are moſt veri 
and flouriſhing, are like Jonas hisgg 
that may afford fome. ſhadow and rej 
ment for a.while', bur are. apttO breeg| 


#*, 
wo 


f 
| 


WOLrim WHICH will deſtroy them. W 


once they are ſmitten with Pride , thy 
Rantiy fade.and wither; ſo necciFaxyis - 
milicy. both for the acquiring and coul 
i0g.s. all that is: good in-uss, DO 
6. We may.therefore conclude,thatd 
telic, and obligingneſs of behavior vi 
proceeds thence , is in reſpe& of its{f Þ 
ard orginal, infinitly co be prefer'dW e- 
that which deicends from no higher 


; ” 


| Sect,IV; Of Aﬀability, 55 
| then natural and prudential morives : and 
\ ſince 'cis natural for every production ta 
F have ſome fimilitude to that which pro= 
' duces it, we (hall find it no leſs excellent itt 
l reſpeR of its properties then its deſcent I 
' (hall inſtance only intwo , Sincerity and 
: Conſtancy. CE : 
Q 7. For thefirſt as far as Aﬀability pars 
\ takes of Humility it muſt of Sincerity allo, 
» that being a vertu whoſe very elements are 
i Plainneſs and ſimplicity : for as it has no 
x defiens which want a cover, ſo it needs 
jj Rone of thoſe ſubtilties and fimulations, 
4; thoſe pretences and artifices requiſit to 
*y thoſe thatdo, Tis the preceprt of the A= 
In poſle, Phil. 2, 3. In lowlineſs of mind let each 
5 eſteem others better then bimſelf, where we 
' ſee'tis the nature of a lowly mind to tranſ= 
fer that eſteem to others which he ſub= 
ſtraQs from himſelf, how where ſuch an 
i eflcem is planted into the heart, it verifies 
be all che expreſſions and outward fignificati« 
WL of reſpet, and renders the greateſt 
| ; condeſcentions ( which two an inſolent 
® humor may ſeem extravagant and affet= 
h ed) real and unfeigned, : 
=_ S, Oa the contrzry, hat courtefie which 
ol derives no higher then from meer human 
\ x Principles » isnot much to be confided in. 
ch Tis the Pſalmifts z ffirmation that all men 
nw; lars, And therefore there is more then a 


E 2 poſſibility 
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pollibilicy of deceic in their taireſt ſhey, 
Somtimes we know ſmooth an 1 x lauſil 
addreſſes have bin deſigned as the ale, 
Vile and treacherous pra@tices, The exty 
ordinaty blandiſhments and endearing þ 
havior of Abſolom to the people , was or) 
to [teal their bearts, and advance his inten( 
ed rebellion, 2 Sam. 15. and David tells ws 
ſome , Whoſe words Were ſofter then buth 
having war in the heart , whoſe Words 
ſmoother then oil , and yet were very (wi 
P/al, 55. 11. And God knows this ageh 
not ſo much improved in (incerity, thaty 
ſhould think the ſame Scenes are not di] 
ated over among us. 

9. But befides all the blacker projd. 
of this kind z which nothing but the ex: 
can detet, there is a lower ſort of ti 
treachery, which is vifible, nay ſo avon 
that it is one of the moſt common ſubyt 
of mirth and entertainment, I mean that 
ſcofhng and derifion, a thing too freq 
2mong 31!, but I fear I may lay very pu 
Jiarly ſo among Ladies , thoſe ar leaſt 
the mogiſh (ſort their very civilities 1 
careſles, being often defign'd to gain mit 
of ſcorn and laughter, Mutual viſits 
know are an expreſſion of reſpeR, 1: 
ſhould flow from a real kindneſs , bu 
thoſe now in ule be ſifted, how few will 


found of that make ? They ate at thei 
fort 


& 
{ 


"A 


'theſe are but inſidious intrukons, the inft« 
nuations of a fpy rather then the good of= 


Set. IV. Of Afability, 09 
frmal,a tribute rather paid ro cuſtom them 
friendſhip , and many g0 to ſte thoſe , for 


whom they are perfetly indifferent whe- 


ther they find them alive or dead, well or 
ſick. Nay very often they are worſe then 
thus,defign'd only to make obſervations;to 
blot out ſomthing ridiculous wherewich to 
ſport themſelves as ſoon as they are gone ; 
and |: the inqueſt ſhould return with a 
non-inventus, they will accept of the flights 


elt diſcoveries , the leaſt miſplacing of a 


words nay of a hair ſhall be theme enough 


for a Comedy. 


To. But if a poor Conhtry Gentlewo® 
man fall within their circuit, what a ftock 


'of mirth does ſhe afford them , how curi- | 


ouſly do they anatomile every part of her 


.dreſs, her meen, her dialeRt, nay perhaps to 
improve the Scene, will recommend' yet 


greater abſurditiesto her, under the notion 
of the mode, that ſo ſhe may be the more 
ample ſubjeR of their ſcorn. Such viſits as 


fice of a neighbor ; and when *tis remem- 
bred how great a portion of ſome womens 
time is ſpent in this kind of diverſion, we 


. mult conclude there have a multitude of 


acts gone to make up the habit,l wiſh they 
would feriouſly refleR on it,& unravel that 
1njurious mirth by a penetential ſadnefſe. & 

E 3 either 
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either ſpend their time becter then + 
viſiting , or el'e direct their viſits to by, © 
purpoſes: & thisthey would certainly gy! 
they would exchange their meer popy ? 
civilicies(that kind of paint and varniſhy 
manners )j for thattrue Chriſtian cons. 
ſcenſion ; which admirs of no deceit, hy; 4 
as tranſparent as Druſus wiſhr his hay * 
ſhould be, that has no ſecret ſcrues q © 
ſpring , to move the cyes Or tongue a @ ; 
trary Way-from che heart, but is in reak * 
all that it pretends to be. | 
1, A ſecond property of it is Conſly | 
£y., for as it istrueto others, ſo it is6 
ſelf ; *tis founded on the ſolideſt of very . 
.znd js.not ſubjeR rothoſe light and pidi- 
. Uancertainties, that the vulgar civilitiesg 
For. he that out of a diſeſteem of his pray. 
wotth, has placed himſelf in a ſtateofz 
feriority, will think it not an arbiy 
Matter , bur a juſt debt to pay a reſpe 
thoſe he thinks his betters: and an hun 
mind will in every body find ſomthing 
Other to prefer to himſelf. So that hed 
upon a fixt principle, and js not in dayy.. 
of thoſe contradictions in his mann 
which ſhall render him one day ſw 
and affable, and another ſowre and ay 
roſe. But ſuch mutations are frequertly# 
cident to thoſe who are ſwaied by ojfit 
gmetiyeslomtimes an intereſt changer, # 
PER the 


F 
| 
| 
£& 
_uuuu 


R Set, IV, Of Aﬀability, 3 

' then the moſt fauning Sycophant can 
 canſplanc his flatteries , and court a_new 
pul, Patron z yea mavy times to the deſpight 
th and vilifying of the old, _ _ 
ond 12+ Sommntimes again » fortune may 
by; Change 3 a man may fall from a profper= 
hoy ous to an adverſe ſtate, and then thoſe who 
"" were prodigal of their civilities whilſt he 


- heeded nothing elfe , will withdrav even 
h 


2 *hoſe from bim, leſt chey (hould incourage 
+Sim to demand ſomthing more 5 an ex- 
Þeriment of this Job made in his friends(or 

"9 rather flicterers ) whom he ficly compares 

- to winter brooks, running over whef 

Ky 'notneeded, bur quite dry when they ares 

ww 13 Butthe moſt frequent change is mt 

M of fancy and humor , 'which has a much 

if 4more general (way then reaſon and Judp= 

f '"ment. This is ſo obſervable in the vulgar 

by rabble, thatoften in an inflant they will 

) Thift paſſions, and hate this hour whatthey 

 Yoted on the laft. Ot this all popular States, 

| have afforded many coftly experimerits, bur 
-we need not go farther then the ſacret 
*fory, where we find the Acclamations and 

" +Hoſannabs of the multitude, quickly con= 
verted into erucifie him , crucifie bim, This 
levity of mind has bin obſerved ſo incident 
to women, that 'tis become almoſt ptoyer= 
bizl; tor by how much their paſſions are 
more yiolent, they are commonly the lefs 

E 4 laſting ; 
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laſting ; and as they are reckon'd amq £ 
thoſe colder bodies that are particuly fi 
influenced by the Moon , fo they ſeem 1 
bear a great reſemblance to her vicifficy n 
and cianges ; yet (till with a greater{o 
gree of uncertainty, for (he in a!l her re fi 
lutions obſerves ſome conſRant periods,u fl 
we can tell in her wain when (he willp 
at full, ſo that (he has a kind of certa t 
even in her planetary errors; but wi 
Ephemerides can be framed for ſome ye 
mens humors ? who can tell how long th 
preſent will laft? and what will be then C 
that will ſucceed ? C 
14, I neednot bring . inſtances of th # 
inconſtancy from that common. place; t 
paſſionate widows, who have let a w { 
Love (ail even through thoſe flouds of tr © 
wherewith they bewailed the o1d : for(h 
fides that that is a caſe wherein poſlil 
they may find matter enough for reton 
on ) it is here a little wide from my put 
poſe , which deſigns no farther inquiſny 
then into their ordinary converſatia * 
wherein that love of variety which it! 
remarkable in their babit, their diets thi 
diverfions,extends it ſelf often to their con 
pany , their friendſhips alſo and convert 
Thoſe intimacies which they cheriſht lat 
1y,quickly grow deſpicable,and at laft nu 
fous,and conſequently their behaviors 
|; colt 


p 
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tld from kind and civil,to cold and diſdainfuls 
en I doubt not this has often bin proved by 
ty many of thoſe humble companions which 
r 4 officiouſly attend them, who cannot alwaies 
te) fix themſelves,no not by thoſe flatreries that 
$1 firſt introduced them ; ſome newcomer 
ill} perhaps has becter refined the art, and do's 
an the ſame thing more acutely and ingent= 
w; ouſly, and then the old one is co be turh= 
ned off as too groſs a Sycophant; or if they 
ethave bin ſo happy as tolight upon ſome 
: x Of a more generous temper , who inſtead 
of a ſervile compliance with their humor, 
th and high charaRers of their worth , cn= 
ce; tertain them with the true images of them= 
my ſelves, and endeavor to make what others 
te Only ſpeak them ; this is that unpardon» 
r(h able crime which forfeits all degrees of 
iti favor , and does not only avert, but in- 
on cenſe, A faichful Monitor is as unaccep= 
py Eable a8 a true Looking-glaſs to a deformed 
rg Perſon , which at the beſt will be ſer aſide, 
tig 2nd eſcapes well if not broken ; and while 
jg { Kreater perſons diſpence their favors or 
thi their frowns by ſuch perverſe meſures as 
-on theſe, they will be ſure to do it unjuſtly, as 
ert Well as unconftantly, = 
Ja: 15+ 1 am far from making this an unj- 
nal yerſal charge, T know chere are women of 
{altÞe bigheftquality,that guide themſelves by 
Frag Nc rules, that are deafto all the ſongs of 
E $5 Sirens 
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Sirens, and have the prudence to yah. 
ſeaſonable reproof before the moſt eg, 
vagant Panegyric; bur this is owing toj 
humilicy which I am now recommengj 
wichourt which *tis as impoſlible for gy, 
neſs to be proof againſt flatrery,as it igh 
Pinnace with ſpreading ſails, and a yid 
guſt of wind , to {ail Rteddily withowh 
laſt. And the frequent want of this j 
which makes it no leſs frequent to ſeeqh 
ungyenncſfles and incqualicies in behayy 
thoſe partialities 11 diſpenſing even 
gommoneſt civilities > which 1 haves 
repreſented, 
16. And ſure *is none of the meang( 

tributes due co that excellent vertu of hu 
lity, that it can thus fix and poiſe the ni 
Cure thole vertigoes and giddy humor, 
cident to thoſe who are mounted ah 
and aboveall, that ic is a ſure Antid 
ag3inſt the moſt infinuating poiſon of 
tery, a holy ſpell or amulec againſt 
veaom, of a Parafite, which the Philo 
pher juſtly calls the worſt of came beaſt 
2 DetraRor is of wild ; He being inded 
Find of vulcures in the way of ſeizure, 
leſs than a ravine , who firſt picks outi 
eres of that which he deſigns co prey vp 
fuffcring not the perſon concern'd » | 
any thing of that deſtruction which heb 
teel, And certainly none of the on 


, 
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vah Birds, no night-Raven or ſcreech-Owle 
'en-can bode halt ſo diſmally as theſe domeſtic 
toy Birds of prey, which are not only preſages, 
nd, þuc inſtruments of ruine whereſoeyer they 
ft haunt. 
ith 17. {Tis therefore the univerſal coticern of 
vid thole that aregreat and proſperous,to chaſe 
uth them away, as 4brabam did the Fowls from 
$i his Sacrifice,Gen.15.11. but yet more pecive 
et liarly ſo of thoſe to whom fortune has 
2vy Kiven a ſudden riſe, and unexpeted gran= 
en; feur , they being of all others the moſt ob= 
ex noxious tothis ſort of Harpies, The ſur- 
Prizes of proſperity do no leſs diſturb the 
1! Judgment then thoſe of adverſity : and as 
hy one who is in an inſtant ſnatcht up to ſome 
m high Tower, is fo amazed ro fee himſelf 
r,, there, that he has no juſt meſure ofthe aki 
al tude , but thinks every thing farther below 
tid Him then ic is: ſo they that aſcend to great= 
f4 neſs by ſwift and rapid motions, have their 
f1 heads (o turned that they are apt to over= 
il Valu it;zand to look with contempt on thoſe 
x, Who before perhaps they thought worth 
Je heir envie. And on a mind thus prepared 
; Aacrery may make any impreſſions, it (ub= 
orning even Proyidence,as a witneſs on its 
fide, & int:rring from the Dignitics obtain= 
ed,the tranſcending n erit of the obtainer. A 
picce of Sophiltry which the ſlighteſt obs 
ferver may cally contue , all Ages g1ving 
in* 
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inſtatices of thofe whoſe Vices have prey, 
red them, and by a ſtrange Chimiftryhy 
extrated Honor out of infamous at, },,, 
toa mind poſleft with its own admiraty gy 
this ſhall paſs for a demonſtration: ſoty 1, 
cherous a thing is Pride, that it comby 
-with ail who deſign to cheat us:and inde e 
tis not only an accefiary,but the princip 
hone being in danger by others flattety 
who are not firſt ſeduced by their own, 7 
18. It will therefore be a point of Wi. 
dom for all Perſons of Honour ro encreg1 
their caution with their fortune , and; a 
they mulcipiy their Retinues without, |C 
eſpecially to inforce their Guard with i 
that they become not flaves to their oy ſi 
Greatneſs. fix not themſelves in fuch ap P 
ſture of State, as to become immoveablet i 
2ll the offices of Humanity and Civiliy £ 
nor think that their admiſſion to Greatni f 
3s upon the ſame terms on which the Jn 4 
were wonteto receive their Prolelites, th C 
they muſt renounce all their former n 4 
htions; but to remember that they dift 
no more from others chen as a countert i 
i the place of thouſands and hundred < 
does from one ſet in the place of tents 1 < 
- Units. A little tranſpoſition may quite alta? 
the caſe ; or however , when they are a 
taken off the ſcore, they are then indiſc>! 
winatly tumbled together , and one 4 


} + 
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th no precedence of another , either 1n place 
ty or yalu. So undiſcernible will be the diffe= 
Y rence between the greateſt Queen, and the 
in meaneft Servant, when Death, that great 
tt Leyeller, ſhall have mixc them; there will 
iy þe no inquiſition in the Grave who came 
& embalmed, or perfumed thither, And as a 
Þ Learned man ſays , the Ulcers of Lazarus 
th will make as good duſt as the Paint of 
 Tezevel. 

N.- x29. But I (hall be thought to have out= 
ed 21m my SubjeR , or inſtead of that amj- 
diable Image of Aﬀability » and univerſal 
,[Obligingneſs, the great Ornament of Life, 
th introduce the grim figure of Death , that 
on ſullen Executioner , whom no Gifts, no 
© Prayers can mollifie. Yet 1 cannot ye1ld 
tit wholly impertinent; for, as its final 
i Rroke cures all the infirmities of the body, 
{ſo the forefGight and contemplation of ir, js 
ln as much a Catholicon for all the maladies 
th; of the mind , eſpecially that of inſolence 
' nanddiſdain. For ſure they cannot much 
if pride themſelves in any exaltation, that 
r{ xemember they muſt finally fall into the 
24 dult : nor arrogantly deſpiſe others , who 
$9 Con(ider that themſelves (hall one day be 
tz 30fulted ever by worms and inſe@s. Such 
 4| Mental deſcents into the vauk or charnel- 
ſap Þoule , are the beſt diſciplines ofthe de- 
hyMEanor in other places, according to the ad. 
W monition 
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monition of the Wiſe man, Key 
#by end, and thou [halt never do amiſſe, 


© "—— 
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SECT: V. 
Of Prety, | 
T, ASTLY, to compleat and crow ; 


other Excellencies, nothing is ſoz { 
per, ſoneccſlary as Piety and Deva g 
This is the (alc which ſeaſons all Sacrih 
yea» the Alcar which ſan&tfies the Gik, ſe 
good ( how (plendid ſoever in the figh 
men ) being acceptable co God tillt y 
thus conſecrated , and have the ſeal of ig} 
Sanctuary upon it, This isa Veitung 
Divine, as well in its original as its« jt 
for as it comes from heaven, (is an affiti 
on of the bleſſed Spirit ) fo ic tends thi 
alſo, and thicter raiſes its Votaties. Tt; 
is it which ſubl:mares and ſpiritual v 
Humanity. detecates and refines it fron A 
the cregs of mortality z. and ſo wen 
earthly lump:(h nature that we can fox T 
loft to che region of Spirits, and by irsn K 
tures make ſome c<flay of char ftzre of | P 
ration ,-even While we are linked to! V 
boly. This is it which combines kc 
with God. that we have the {ame inter @ 
the ſame choices; nay it does in a ſore & 
| muyni 


. 
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—__ and etterchange properties with 


m, the All-Powerful God ieems 1mpo=- 
rent and unable to refilt its influence, whilſt 
"jt inveſts us feeble wrerches 1n a kind of 
Omnipotence,by engaging him for us wha 
n do all things. 

" 2, Now this Piety may be conſidered 
either in a larger or more limited ſenſe : 
Mt:in the former *is as wide as the whole 
)-Mcheme of Duty , not covfined to any one 
tat, but extended to all the commands of 
God. For as the animal Spirit d:fFules it 
ik (elf into all che moſt diſtant members of the 
I body ; fo this more vital Principle has as 
lt univerſal an influence on the mind, ſtamps 
oli chat with ſuch an admiration and reves 
It gence of God,'uch a love and complacercy 
ajo him, that every aCt 1s ( at leaſt habt= 
fityally ) defign'd ro obey and plo: the him» 
bi 3. In the more limited (enie Pity is 
I taken for our more immediate entercourſe 
al with Cod , in things putely divine, ag 
on Adorations, Prayers, Aſpirations , and all 
3( Pantings and breathings of the 1cu] atter 
ox him ; and in this noczon *is more particue 
$1 hrly called Devotion, And thi: 1s comes 
f ( Prehended 1n the other ,-as a part in the 
to! WE ole ; nay indecd as an effeR jn its caules 
w for where Picty bas not firſt formed aud 
oy modelled the foul , there can be no true 
a Dcvotion, Extcinal forms of ic there ws y 
nid c 
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be, but that is but ceremony and pageat 

the moſt ſubmiſſive proſtrations = 
but like that of Dagen before the Ark 
fall of a liveleſs trunk ; the moſt elwhe 
ed eyes but a kind of convulfive motion 
and the moſt rigid mortifications , 4 
like the cuttings and launcings of Il 
Prieftss Of this the very Heathen jah 
ſom notion , and therefore in theirwf| 
(hips had many preparatory ceremonigh! 
luſtrations, and purifying , as being dt: 
ſcious of the incongruity, that red pe 


ſons ſhould be admitced to Sacred thif® 
And accordingly Socrates has excellevr 
(I had almoſt faid Evangpelically ) dd * 
ed, the beſt way of worſhipping God, tobe 
doing What he commands, Indeed with 
this ouc Devotion is meer firatagemoPp 
defign : we invoke God as we uſed 
jole men, only to ſerve a preſent w2? 
and of fuch difingenious addrefles we 
eafie to read the event ; or, if we can” 
Solomon will inftrut us , Prov, 15. 
The prayers of the wicked are an abominl®* 
on to the Lord. y: 

4. To treat of the ſeveral branch? 
Piety in the firſt notion, is not agreeabli,, 
the ivtended brevity of chis Freatiſe ; i - 
neccſfary, becanſe there are ſo many, 
ſtin& TraQts extant on that SubjeR ; Ya 
(hall che moxe cloſely, to adapt it [.- 
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male Readers, obſerve the propriety of ir 
t@wome?n.not only as it is their greateſt or= 
kzamenc and advantage, but eſpecially as 
ahey have ſomewhat more of prediſpofiti= 
ripe cowards it in their native temper. God's 
Laws, which are the rule of Picty , have 
8his common with mens , that they are 
| jaforced upon us by the propoſals both 
wE puniſhments and rewards, by that means 
igftgaging ewo of our moſt ſenſible paſſions, 
gear and Love; and the female Sex being 


era for the pugnency of botn theſe, 


hey are conſequently the better prepared 
or the impreſſions of Religion. 
i& 5. This is ſo much acknowledged, that 
yur maſculine Atheiſts make an 1} uſe of it, 
10d are willing to think that Aeligion 
wes its force only to the impotence of the 
object on which it works, that is only an 
qppoſicion upon the eaſe credulity of wo- 
-Nen, and are content to allow them the ine 
JOſure of it ; wherein,tho they ſufficiently 
, ew their contempt of Picty » yet they 
\Hawares give 2 greater honor to that 
ex then they intend, whilſt they con- 
els It more capable of an :fhimulation 
,0 the ſupreme Goodneſs, and of the re- 
ewal of God's Image (for to that all Pje-= 
F 18 defign'd) then their own. And there- 
re women have o little reaſon to be a- 
Faamed,chat they oughtto glory ih the con» 


F 
| 
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cel{10n,and gratefully to celebratethyy 
neſs of God to them » who , ashe te 
light out of darkneſs, ſo convertsthy 7 
tural infirmities into a means of [pes 
ſtrength, makes the impotences mM 
fects of their nature ſubſervient to thye 1 
ration of Grace and by conſecratinf* 
very Paſſions, makes even thoſe Giby' 
ſerviceable to the Tabernacle, Bulk: 
'tis to be remembred, that the grey il 
their obligation ro comply with this8i 
of Gods, to let their paſſions run fff 
;channel he has cut out for them; ſow# 
fine their Fear and Love to (pirituaP" 
geRs, that they makeno mnordinaterC 
ons to any thing elſe, but in all hers 
matians of things dreadful or defirall, 
Bive ſtill che juſt difference to that 
1s eternal. - 
6. And, as Women in Genenl* 
this advantage towards Piety , and© 
gation to it; {o particularly thoſe: 
lity, who we may ſuppoſe to hawth; 
rally a more early infticution 
firuftion in it then thoſe of a meanet!; 
and beſides, have afterwards mah, 

portunicies of being built up in the 
ledg of their duty , and ( by the' 
an ingenious education ) ny, 


henhons to diſcern it; and when tt, 
ſo , haye greater obligations to pe” 
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_ in reſpeR of God,of others,and themes 


$o 
I” 7. In reſpeRt of God they have the 
pixearelt tie of gratitude , not only for the 
mmm" mercies which they partake with 
te reſt of mankind, but for thoſe peculiar, 
meawh ich they are differenced from otherz; 
Wwhich, if they want a juſt yalu, let them 
uk themſelves how willing they would be 
ey (Part with them , how (he that has fed 
«Mlicacely, would like to be deſolate tn the 
| Jeet, Or ſhe that has bin brought up in Scarlet, 
m0wbrace the Dungvil, Lam. 4. Co and ac” 
aprdivg to the averſion they find to ſuch 
change , let chem eſtimate their preſence 
xJoyment , and the thankfulneſs it exacts, 
4 8. Secondly in regard of others, their 
ety backt with their ſecular advantages, 
ay be of a more extenſive benefit; they 
ave many opportunities of doing good by 
w)eir influence on others; or if no way elle, 
ofethe ſplendour of their example, will by 
- Keminency of their conditions ſhine ( as 
ght on ſom high Tower) more perſpi- 
ouſly . and guide many into the ſame 
bh of Vertu- And certainly *is no ſmall 
Oieation that lies on them in this reſp; 
1 God, who does nothing without an 
ws worthy of his wiſdom, can never be 
eh to have (elected lom perions as the 
ects of his bounty , meetly that they 


may 
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may {will and giut themlelves withyyy 
pleſures. No doubtleſs,he who is thly, 
 Mafter of tne univerſe, diſpoſes ally x 
for common benefic 3 and therefph; 
He have placed ſom in an highs 
then others, it is that they may hayewt 
fſpicious influence on thoſe below ye 
and if they fail in this, they arenoltt 
Stars but Comets, things of ominanj 
unlucky bodeto all aboutthem, 1d 
enlarge on this Subject , but havina) 
it already in the Gentl:mans Calling, |h, 
poſe ic unneceſlary, fince that part isrea 
Iy adapted to both Sexes. Il 

9, Ia the laſt place,they have allder 
tion to Piety, in reſpe&of themſelne 
"that in ewo conſiderations : the fit ti 
their preſent danger ; the ſecond , oÞr 
fiaal account. Por their danger , \aF 
dent they do not more out-numbenc 
inferiors in any thing then in theab1 
tunities. nay ſ{ollicitations to ſin. PO 
and Hoyor have many ſnares, andF< 
is worſe , do often difpole the nit 
ſuch an heedlefs ſecurity, that it taP6 
Care to avoid them : and as in fP 
dy, the diſeaſes of repletion areta'® 
numerous then thoſe of emtine(s;| ! 
mind is oftener vitiated by affluen * 
proſperity, then by indigence andut© 
ey. Ic becoms therefore thoſe ” 
| ul 
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grounded with enemies to fortifie them= 
hives : and that they can no way do, but 
ly a fincere Piety» that Whole Armor of God, 
fohich the Apoſtle deſcribes, Fp#, 6. 13. 
er Which alone they may repell all the darts of 
exwtations; nay not only ward the blow, 
ie wreſt the weapon out of Satans hand, 
otthat when he urges to them the oppor» 
an ities » the impunity which their wealth 
lid greatneſs gives them to be bad, they. 
tay retort this Argument , and by a- 
, [holſomer inferevce collet thence their 
s7eat obligation to be good, and that not 
ily upon che {core of gratiiude (tho that 
Idere enough to an ingenious ſou] ) bur in 
we ſecond place of intereſt al'o, in reſpect 
if that account they muſt finally give. 
dr tho God be not an u14Juſt exattor, to 
tap where he hath not ſowed , yet he 
bynot ſo negligently profuſe, as to do that 
eghich no prudent man will !o, ſcatter his 
pods promiſcuovſly without raking no= 
dce where they fall ; but as he dilſpences 
ni things by particular providence, ſo he 
taPes 1c to a particular end , and will exaRt 
 $ particular an account how that end has 
(,z1n complied with. 
:| Io. Itisa ſmart exprobration of Gods 
end Iſracl, Ezek, T6. I'7. 18, I'9. that (he had 
| aqCl legiouſ]y employed his ſilver and gold, 
ho 93%, Ls flower and bony Which be had 
ut given 
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given ber in the ſervice of ber Idols: by whiff 


as we may (ce, he takes notice how we( 
poſe of our temporal poſleflions , 0 
(Reivs us how the enditement will proc 
againſt all thoſe who ſo pervert their uv? 
with what confuſion muſt they appeal 
the great Audic, who can give no other y 
count of their receics, but that they c 
ſumed them upon their Ilufts, waged 

againſt God with his own treſure, and 
25 well thi-ves as rebels > What a Luc 
rijan fall will chey have from their hono 
who have indevored to undermine Go 
thought themſelves too great to pay 
homage-and by their prophane and vic 
exaimple, induced a contemt of him? 
(hort, what a retaliation of inverſions W:: 
there then be? thoſe that have turned GE. 
grace into wantonnelſs, converted þ, 
bounty into the fuel of their pride &. 
luxury , (hall then havetheir glory rar” 
into ſhame, their riots and exceſſes intog, 
wan: of a drop of water , and (hall ret, 

nothing of their greatneſs, but the gw. 
the grating remembrance of having alf 
ſed thoſe temporal bleſſings, which if x; 
managed might have received them it 
everlalting habitations. How neceſly, 
then is it for all who have receiv*d ſo mi 
upon 2ccount , to be oiten reflsfing onh 


examining what charges the great owh 
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Chace upon to ample an income 8 
at God requires of them for whom he 
Tc. done ſo much? and this is particularly 
T buſfineſs:of Pjoty, which inall the fore- 
tioned reſnefs;, *tis as the: uſefulleR, 
chonobleſt accompliſhment of greatneſs. 
11, And (uch it hath beeti-accounted 
| this prophane Age of ours , which has - 
oved all the: boundaries of the former, 
er ſt.even che in{tinfts. of Nature , and 
| not leave us: ſo: much of Religion: as. 
tbe very worſt of Heathens, For how- 
onious loever they -were in: the choice 
heir Deities, they always honoured and: 
Werenc'd choſe they choſe, committed 
lt of chetr enormities in ob:dience, not 
affront ro them : did not aflign the vo- 
wies, 45 Feroboam &id his Priefts, of the 
Þ aneſt of the people, but thought them= 
ves dignified by their ſervice,and eſteem» 
Þ it an infamy not to be pious, But alag 
Ne now adaies make other eſtimates. Reli- 
s In is ſo abject, fo contemctible a thing, as: 
Shought fit co influence none that are 
feat eicher 1n parts or quality s and there. 
tetho too rnany are willing to appro- 
fate it to women upon the art account: 
whe Goſpel in the foolliſhneſs of Preaching, 
(Cor.l,21.yet they make exceptions upon 
E latter, and are not willing to afford it 
py of the nobles Proſcliees eyen. of m 
I 2, 


al 
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12.1 doubt not there are many LeAu 

read to ſuch,to fortifie them againſt all ig6, 
preſſions of piety , to raze out the com 
notion of a God , and, in order to that, | | 
depole his Vicegerent withi»them, diſcy th 
their conſcience, that unmannerly inmy ® 
which is ſtill ſpeaking what they havey, , 
mind to hear, and will be apt ſomtimetg,, 
queſtion their grand principle, and (& 
them they have ſouls. And truly tis 64, 
wonder if the abetters of Atheiſm take. NY 
courſe ; for fincethey have no ſolid eo 


h 


dation of Truth or Reaſon , "tis bur nes | 
ſary they ſupport their Party by Autori vie 
rhe countenance and applauſe of Greg 


Perſons , and God knows they have on! 


much ſucceeded in the defign; But, in bo 
mean time, what ſecurity do they give (0 
the truth of their pretentions 2 We knsj,, 
is (till required ofthoſe that will praRth,.. 
upon other peoples concerns, that they pk 
in caution to ſecure the owner from dy,.. 
mage : Buralas, what gage can they gig, 
for a ſoul? Who can contrive a form of hy, 
demnity where that is the thing hazardedy, 

T3. 'Tis eaſy indeed for one of theſe Ap | 
files of Sathan, to tell a Lady that ſhe hi, , 
nothing to do bur to indulge to her pleſurg. 
thar 'cis the extremeſt folly ro be frightgge. 
from a preſent enjoyment , by a fear olg,; 


know not what future ſmart ; that Goo 
h 
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&nd $10, and Hell, are bur names, certain 
ormos and Bug- bears, conjurd up by 
'yines,to Work upon her fear, and abuſe 
ther credulity. This, and much mote of 
[this kind may be {aid,and | doubt often is; 
Lbut all this while the queſtion is begg'd, 
* a ftrong afhirmation muſt paſs for 


BDroof: for I defie all the DoRors of A- 

heiſm to make any demonſtration of 
heir Tenet ; and yet, though they pre=- 
ly-nd tono Demonſtration thermſelves, Re- 
Ne muft be condemned meerly for 


The want of it: that is, for not making ſpi- 
Mica! chings liable to ſenſe, for diſtinguiſh» 
Gng between belief and ſcience, which is 
WGndeed for doing the moſt reaſonable thing 
thn the World , Viz. the remitting every 
[ObjcR to the tryal of its proper faculty s 
iN they who ſuſpeRt it upon that account, 


{ may by the ſame kind of Logic wrangle us 

ut of all our ſenſes ; may perſwadc us we 

Ucar nothing, becauſe the eye deſcerns not 

ounds; that we taſt not, becauſe the ear un= 

Ferftands not guſts and ſapors, and ſoon 
bo the reſ?, 


P, 14, And yet this is the bottom of thoſe 
foams which the great pretenders to 


caſon make againſt Religion , and in the 
; nean time have ſo little ingenuity as to ex-= 
"Elaim on the light credulity of fools and 
Women,that embrace the diRtates of Faith, 
by F Whilſt 


. 
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whiltt the ſame inſtant they exaRt a my 
implicit aſſent to their negative Articly 
their no Religion, A ſiravge magiſter,, 
confidence ſo to impoſe on this Age » wh, 
is ſo univerſally contradictory to all fy 
mer,and to the common verdict of may, 
Kind, For *tis obſervable through all; 
ſuccefſions of men , that there were ney, , 
any (ociety,any colletive body ofAtheil. 
2 {ingle one perhaps might here and thy, 
be found(as we ſometimes ſee monſtcrsþ,, 
miſhapen births) bur for the generality no 
had alwaies ſuch inſtins of a Deity, tt 
they never thought they ran far mc 


from Atheiſm ; but rather choſe to mujn, 
ply their Gods, to have too many then ng; 
atall : nay, were apt to deſcend to y, 
adoration of things below themſelves , Þ+ 
ther then to renounce the power abG; 
them.By which we may ſee that the nothe 
of a God is the moſt indelible charaCte 

natural reaſon,and therefore whatever pln 
rence our Atheiſts make to ratiocinath 
and deep diſcourſe, it is none of that th 
mitive fundaments] reaſon err 


with our humanity ; but is indeed a reaB 
fic only for thoſe who own themſelves hh; 
the beaſts that periſh. hi 
I5. But admit we could be more bout 
ful to them , and allow their opinionhy 
equal probability with our Faith, yer ep 
(\ 


- 
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WG is could never juſtifie any body in pointe 
F prudence , that (ſhould adhere to them: 
ommon diſcretion teaches us that where 
Mo propoſitions have anequal appearance 
of truth, there isno rational inducement to 
Arefer one before the other;till we have exa- 
thined the conlequences,and find ſomthing 
? ek one Which may ovyer-poiſe and out 
TYyeigh the contrary. Now in all things that 
Ihncern practice, there are no motives ſo 
| xoronhagad either to invite or avert » as 
dyantage or danger. 
& 16, Let us apply this to the preſent caſes 
ns examin the pretentions of the Atheiſt 
UVind the Chriſtian in both reſpeAts. But 
Ndrſt weare to remember , that both ad- 
d Fantage and davger areto be viewed un- 
> fer a double notion, eicher as preſent or as 
b&rture. The former is the Atheiſts moſt pro- 
Other ſubjeR,and indeed all he can pertinent- 
Cy ſpeak to, who profeſſes himſelf only a 
' Pinan of this world, Here he will tell us 
athhat the disbelief of God and another life, 
 Mthe greatenfranchiſer of mankind , ſets 
news at liberty from that thraldom , thoſe 
eaBonds wherewith our ſuperſticious fears 
S had fctter'd us, that it ſuperſedes all thoſe 

ice, and perplexing inquiries of lawful 
Wind unlawful,and reduces all our inquifiti- 
olhns only to this one, how we (hall moſt 
l fPlcaſe our ſelyes. The gluten need not pur 2 


F 2 knifc 
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knite co his throat , but is only to put x. 


edge upon his Palace. The drunkard ng 43 


not refrain his cups, but only take cy}. 
that they be filled with the moſt delicia .. 
liquor. The wanton need not pull out bi 
eye» but oily contrive to polleſs what thi : 
tempts him to defirez and in a word no þ. 
of our appetites need be reftrain'd , butfs,. 
tisfled. And this uncontrol'd licentiouy, 
neſs, this brutiſh libexty , is that ſammy, 
bonum, that ſupreme happineſs which they, 
propoſe to themſelves , and to which they, 
invite others. = 
17, On heother fide, the Chriſtian |, 
not without hisclaim to a prelent advat;,, 
rage, tho of a far differing nature: he 1g; 
not ſo prepoſterous as to think it a prefey, 
Ment to fink below his kind ; to aſpire |4,; 
an aſſimulation wich meer animals, whicy,; 
is the utrmok the former amouststo, butlzg 
propoſes to himſelf the fatisfa&tion of, z,, 
man 3 thoſe delights which may entertal y,, 
his reaſon not his lenſe, which conhfiſt intl g, 
reRitude of a well- inform'd mind. His R þ, 
ligion is the perfeRteſt Scheme of Moral ba 
ty , and makes him a Philoſopher witha j, 
the help of the Schools ; it teaches himtl 
art of ſubduing his appetites - and caImit x | 
his pafſions, andin a word makes bt C 
Lord of himſelf ; and by that gives him ſe 
the pleſures which reſult from ſuch a ſow jy 
reignt 
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L:c12aty. Nor is he totally yoil even ofthe 
t vleſuresof ſenſe , which in many inſtances 
Lare greater to himthen to thoſe thzt moſt 
k court them. Temperance cooks his courleft 
\ gjer to a greater guſt , then all their ſtudied 
t mixtures ; chaſtity makes one lawful im- 
brace more grateful ro him, then all the 
auſeating variety of their unbounded 
WIuſts; and contentment (wells his mite in- 
eo 2a calent,makes him richer then the Inates 
Emould do if he defired beyond them Nor is 
Ct 2 contemtible benefic that his moderati= 
on gives him an immunity from thoſe ſen- 
:fitive pains which oft bring up the rear of 
Lnordinate ſenſual pleſures.So that his con= 
dition even ſet in the worſt light, inthat 
yery particular wherein the Atheiſt moſt 
triumphs over him, isnot ſo deplorable as- 
Os repreſented. 

| 48, But if it were, he has pleſures that would 
j inflaitly overwhelm char ſmart, and that 
| not only in his reaſon(as hath bin (aid be- 
) fore) but in his more ſublime diviner part,. 
ſuch irradiations from above, ſuch ante- 
| paſts of his future bliſs , ſuch acquieſcence 
\ in a calm and ſerene conſcience , as is very 
| cheaply bought with all he can (uffer here. 
NT know the profane laugh at theſe things as 
! Chimera's and the illuſions of prepoſſe(- 
i ſed fancy ( andtruly if they were fo they 
{ might yet come in ballance wich many 
, B 3. of 
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of their pletures which are as much ow: 
to opinion and imagination ©) but ifhal 
conſider what ſupports they have giga 
under the heavieſt preſſures , how they wwe 
abled the primitive Martyrs, not onlyfas 
ſuffer » but even to court all that is formigo 
able to humane nature , we cannot thi 
that a meeer phantaſtic imaginary | 
could deceive the ſenſe of ſuch real , { 
acute torments. And tho in this great] 
clination of Z:al.there be perhaps few t 
can pretend to thoſe higher degrees of (jg 
ritual raptures, yet certainly werethe yþ 
of all devout perſons collefted, they wo 
all concur in this teſtimony,that even in 
common offices of piety, the ordinary. 
charge of a good conſcience,there is an 
finitly greater complacence, a higher gf 
and reliſh then in all the pleſures of 
Bur of this the moſt irrefragable witn 
are thole who from great voluptuard 
have turned deyotes , and I dare appealg 
their experience, whether ofthe two "Y 
is the moſt pleſant. I with thoſe who w 
not believe this on others words, wo: 
themſelves make thetrial , and till theys 
ſo , they are notoriouſly unjuſt to pr+ 
nounce that a fiction, of whole reality th: 
refuſe to make proof, 

19, By what hath bin ſaid,ſome eftin 
may be made which bids _ (0 
TC 
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heiſt or Chriſtian) as to preſent tempo= 
foal fclicity 2 but alas what an allſay,what a 
zngdamp is it to felicity to ſay "tis temporal z 
y wet we may give it a term below that, and 
lyfay 'tis momentary. For f1nce our life js ſo, 
mgothing that depends on that can be other» 
wile,and yet in this ſhallow bottom the ir- 
 ligious embark their all. For as to all fu» 
{dure adyantage » 'tis their principle to diſ- 
aim it, they diſcern 0 7eWard for blamee 
3 ſouls, Wild- 2. 22, So that in this parti- 
ular tne Chriſtian does not compare with, 
veut triumph over them. He knows that if 
is earthly houſe of this Tabernacle be diſ- 
ngolved, be bath a building of God , an Houſe 
(yet made with bands , eternal in the Heavens, 
n$ Cor, 5. I. That when he parts with his 
ife , he does not refign his happineſs , but 
all receive it infinitely improved both in 
eprec and duration. And now certain- 
atdy 'cis vitble enough which opinion pro- 
alpoſes the fairer hopes, and conſequently 


t 
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_M (\luppoling buc an equal probabili- 
ty of truth) is the moſt inyuing. 
201+ 20, But ſom ſpirits there are ſo ignoble, 
eyithat the moſt glorious Prize cannot ani- 
pramate them ; that like a ſwine, the muſcles 
th of whoſe cies, they ſay, permit him not to 
look upwards, is not concerned in all 
10 the felicities above, but would at a ven= 
' (ture reſign his ſhare in thoſe , ſo he may 
he E 4 ſecures 
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| ſecurely enjoy his husk and draff, Bury 
even theſe who are uncapable of the my Þ* 
generous reſentments , may be apt enoy © 
to the more ſervilez and danger m*' 
fright, tho glory cannot allure them, '' © 
concerns ſuch therefore to compare j 1 
miſchicfs which each Opinion threateng ®* 
their oppoſits, and from thence make; 
eſtimate which is fafeft to be choſe 
And here let the Atheiſt himſclf caſt upt F 
account of the dangerous conſequent *; 
Chriftianity, and jt can all amount but 
this,the deprivationCor rather moderatia 
of ſom preſent ſenſual pleſures, or the 
curring of ſom preſent ſenſitive pains ; i 
former in the daily exerciſe of Temperant 
and Mortification; the latter, ( mo; 
rarely and oftner in purpoſe then a& ) tl 
ſuffering for Righteouſneſs ſake. At3 


both thele the Chriſtian ballances, nl, 
out- weighs by two more important pix 
ſent hazards on the other fide. To tl, 
former , he oppoſes the danger of beinh 
_ enſlaved tothe brutiſh part of a mans (el, 
a thing ſodeplorableeyen in the judgme!, 
of humanity , that all Writers of Echi, 
have uniformly declared no fervility i| 
be ſo ſordid and intolerable as that «, 
the vicious manto his Paſſions and Luſt 
To the latter , he'confronts the miſchiet 
being a ſlave to every man elle ;. for * 
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' be certainly is, whom the fear of ſuffering 
n can baffle out of any thing he thinks juſt 
” | and honeſt. For if all the men in the World 
" could lucceſfſively have the power to 2 fl;&: 

him, they would alſo. have ro command 
tan rule himzand what can be more abject, 
, more below the dignity of humane nature, 
\then to have a ſpiricalwayes prepared for 
fuch a (ſervitude? Befides even the utmoſt 


i 


"ſufferings which Chriſtianity can at any: 
tt 


ime require , 15 out- vied daily by the ef= 
feRs of luxury and rage ; and for one that: 
. has opportunity to be a Martyr for his 
L l'God,thouſands beccrme fo to their Vices; 
4 21. If fromthe preſent we look forward: 
*"xo futuredangers, the Atheiſt muſt here be 
0 xerfeftly filent ; he cannot ſay that the 

hriſtian afeer this life (hall be in any: 
| worſe eſtate then bimſelf, fince he con- 
I cludes they: ſhall both be the ſame nothing, . 
PIBut the Chriſtian threatens him with 2: 
 Umore diſma] tate,he.ailows him indeed a. 
ellbeing,yea an ecernal one; but it is only ſuch: 
{eas qualifies him for a miſery as eternal ; the: 
NM worm that never dies, the fire unauench= 
hl able, where all the exceſſes of his ſhort ple=- 
} !ſures {hall be revenged with-more exceftiver 
C (endleſs rorments:;Þhis ſenſes which were here: 
ulithe Only organs 0 his felicity, (hall then be: 
iCthonor the only ) the very ſenſible. me-- 
utdiums of his —__—__ Lad: that cons 


| kﬀ 55 (olenge- 


At 


110 The Ldies Calling, Pattig, 
ſcience which he here ſulpended from jyy 
office,(hall then take out irs arrears,andyn 
turn all its tifled admonitions in perpetþpi 
horrors, and deſperate upbradings. I nw 
not now (ure ask on which (ide the greagy 
danger lies. al 

22, To conclude , the reſult of allim 
that the tranſitory pleſures of the Athizo 
are over- poiſed even by the preſent ſairo 
factions of the Pious , and the eternityicc 
unbounded , unconceiveable joies hes : 
peRs hereafter, comes in ex abundanti,hym 
ing nothing on the other hde that offer, pt 
a competition with it. And at the yh 
fame rate of Proportion we have ſeen i P 
dangers alſo are ſo, that we can cha 
compute the utmoſt miſchief our Ch fi 
Rianity can do us, if it ſhould be falſe; þ e 
the damage of the other is ineſtimable,b a 
for the penalty of loſs, and ſenſe.I may no Þ 
appeal co common prudence to judg oft k 
vaſt inequality,and to pronounce, that 1 
there had need be ſome great evidence! t 
truth on the Atheiſts fide , to preponder. \ 
all theſe advantages. Indecd , nothi 
much below a demonſitation can juſt « 
the choice of ſodangerous Principles; | 
am ſure an equal probability , can ner ? 
do it, where the danger is ſo unequal ; a ! 
were the vericſt Atheiſt conſulted in at 
cular caſe of the like circumſtances, | * 


Woll 
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Mm j{y ould certainly pronounce him a mad: 
ndiman that ſhould make ſuch an eleCtion. 
ptplow deſperate a phrenſy then is it too ity. 
 t©wichout ſo much as that equal probabili= 
reagy : nay indeed without any probability at 

2ll? And yet this madneſs ſets up for the 
allymonopoly not of Wit only , but Reaſon 
thisoo ; and by confidence and clamor, ſeeks: 
ſairo run down thoſe Arguments it can never 
ty;confute. 

eq: 23. I may be thought here to have 
bamade too long a digreſſion 'from my pro- 
er-per Subject , but I cannot confeſs it ſo 3 for 
nhoce my preſent bufineſs is to recommend 
1t Piecy, I canno way do that ſo effeQually 

af as by ſhewing its conſonancy to right Rea- 
h fon, eſpecially conſidering the bufe in- 


þ duſtry is now uſed to repreſent ic under [f 


dy another form, and to alienate from it thoſe 
0 perſons whole Greatneſs may give it any 
fi luſter or repute in the World;zot which ſort: 
ſa T ſuppoſe there are few more frequently at» 
| taqued then Women of Quality, that con 
1 verſe among thoſe who call themſelves the 
1 Wits of the Age 3 who living in ſo infeti= 
| Ous an air, had need of {ome Antidotes: aw 
, boutthem; and if what 1 have now of- 
x fered, appear not forcible enough , (for: 
g It pretends not to: the tithe of wbat may: 
{ be ſaid on the SubjeR ) yer it may at leaſt 
| ao them this ſeryice , to-put them. in mind! 

Xt 
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of -vhatthey needs and ſend them to thipe 
fuller diipenſacories of others. thi 

24. And that is the thing I ſhould exex 
nelily beg of chem, that they would bekgj! 
juſt ro their own intereſt , as not to- comgh! 
bine with feducers againſt themſelves; 
but if they have bin ſo unhappy as to lenby 
one ear tothemy yet at leaſt not to give yan 
both-to be forced. in a flaviſh ſubmiſſion tth 
their dif?ates, but hear what may be ſaiſh 
on the other ſide. And ſure tis but a low 
compoſition for God: thus to divide wity 
Sathan., yet *is that of which his Emildc 
faries are {o jealous , that *tis one of theiie 
grand Maxims , that hone who- profeſlejl 
Divinity. is to be adyiſed-with ; and theret 
fore by all Arts they areto be rendered. eiyi 
ther ridiculous, or ſulpcRed ©ro- which mac 
thinks may be applicd that Fable ( whicm 
Demoſthenes once recited ro: the Atheniam 
when Alexander demanded of them to deat 
liver uptheir Orators) of the Wolves an 
the Sheep . who coming to a Tieaty , thi 
firlt Article of the Wolves. was , that thi 
Sheep ſhouid give up their maſtives whidl 
guarded them : the reſemblance is too:ob® 
YiOUS to need a minute application... # 
25; But this is wanifeftly.co reverſe all 
former Rules, and to truſt a man rather iit 
any Faculty then his awn., and would ned 
yer haye prevailed in any thing bur bet 
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hehe toul is concern'd , that poor deſpicable 
thing whereon alone we think fit to make 
experiments. Tis ſure , that if any ſhould, 
(diipure their title to an earthly Poſleſſion, 
mthey would not fo tamely reGgn it, nor 
$ would cruſt their own ſelves in its defence, 
nbuc would conſulc their ableſt Lawyers, 
yand by them fifr out every circumſtance 
'tthat might eftabl:{h their claim. Why 
aiſhould they then ſuffer themſelves to be. 
dntalk'd out of an Reaverly Inheritance, 
Ktywichout ſo much as once propoſing their. 
iiidoubts to choſe whole Rudy and profeffion. 
elit is co-reſolve them ? But as in all other. 
flejlls, fo in this, prevention is better then 
recure ;. and therefore to thoſe that are yet 
eiyntainted , the. ſecureſt courſe will be. 
nao (top both ears againſt all profane infi- 
icyuations. And to uſe thoſe who temt them. 
to be diſloyal.to their God » that ſpiritual. 
deadultry, as they fhould dothoſe who ſolicit 
z20hem tothe carnal, not fo much as ro enter. 
thiparly > but with the greateft indignation 
thideteft and rejeRt theme. *Tis:he laying of 
idfbe Wiſe man, Prov. 25. 23. that an ang- 
oby countenance driveth away a batk-biting. 
tongue, And certainly,would grear Perſons 
 allook ſeverely on luch defamers of Religion, 
r ithey would give ſore check to that impu=- 
negence of protaneneſs which has given it 
nenfuch a yogue in the World. 
ch ; | 26, And: 
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26, And (ure this is much tneir duty; | 
do, it they own any relation to that Gy 
who is {o diſhonored, They would thig g 
it a very Cifingenious thing to fit by p 
hear a Friend or BenefaCtor reviled, ag 
expreſs no diſpleaſure ; and is God{jr 
friendleſs among them, that only kis tt; 
ducers and blaſphemers can be patienig 
heard? Among che Jews at the heary », 
of any Blaſphemy, they rent their clothsG 
but I fear we have ſome of our nice Dank 
that would be much more concern'd athj 
rip in their garment, then at the rendi 
and violating Gods ſacred Name: abi 
could more patiently. behold the total (ugit 
verfion of Religion, chen che diſorderim 
miſplacing of a lock or ribon. Bur © 
to be hoped there are nor many ſo inycc 
ous,and thoſe that are nor, will ſurely thi vc 
themſelves obliged with all their power, þr 
diſcountenance all the Fautors of irrelytic 
on, whether they be the ſolemn ſedater Mm 
that would argue, or the jollier that wolfb: 
. rallery them out of their Faith. Hi 
27. But when they have thus prove 
againſt the affaults of others , and ſecurVi! 
the ſpeculative part of Religion, <Tr 
have only cſtabliſhed a Judicatory agaiAg 
themſelves, ſtored up matter of Conor 
Rion and Accuſation, it they anſwer itiMc 
in the praRtic. I muſt therefore after 
0 


1Set., V. of Prety, I1S 
long excurſion,return to my firſt Point, and 
 beſeech them leriouſly to weigh the obli- 
ugacions they have to Piety in the general 
'tnocion of it , aS$ it comprehends all the 
n duties of a Chriſtian life 3 of which as I 
{intend not to ſpeak particularly, ſo I know 
11not where to find a better {ſummary , then 
n/chat which St. 7ames has drawn up,Chap.r. 
ria verſe 27, Pure Religion and undefiled before- 
God even the Father is this , to viſit the father= 
mleſ5 and Widows in their affliftion , and to keep 
u himſelf unſpotted from the world, 
It © 28. But befides this general, there is (as 
a Maid before) another more reſtrained noe 
lution of Piety, as it relates ro our more 1m- 
xiMediat entercourſe with God in divine 
{Ordinances and Worſhip, in reſpe@ ir 
commonly paſſes under the name of De- 
bi yocion , and thus conſider'd it has a great 
r,|Þropriety to the female Sex. For Devo- 
ly tion is a tender plant, that will ſcarce root 
-(Miff or rocky ground , but requires a 
alfupple gentle ſoil, and therefore the temi= 
wine (oftneſs and pliableneſs is very apt and 
Roper for it» And accordingly there have 
n very emirient growths of it in that Sex. 


70 
ut 


<Inced not heap up examples of former 
ajAges, but rather perſwade this to leave 
x\om art leaſt co the following ; and the 
tHMore conſiderable the perſons are, the more 
\_—_ will be the example, which 
0 


ſeems 
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ſeems the inoreto adapt it to choſe I ;,All 
{peak ro. Devotion in a Cloiſter is w; 
cluſe as the Votary , a light rather unde?) 
buſhe] chen in a'candleſtick : and inf! 
obicure Cottage tis either not obſerved,jl! 
elſe thought to be but the effe&t of deftitia 
tion and ſecular wants, a reſerve rathÞ! 
thena choice ; but when thoſe who x 
in the eye of the world , the moſt ent 
nent Aﬀtors on the Theater of human | 
{Hall chuſe che part of a Saint , when th 
who want none of the divertiſements , iY 
blandiſhments of earch , (hall kave 4! 
converſation in Heaven , this recommen#* 
it to the SpeAators, as the true and great 
object of human choice ; (ince *tis cho 
by thoſe who know the utmoſt pretence® 
all irs competicors, » 

29, Not is Devotion only more exc 
lent in them in regard of its effeRts , but 'fC 
alſo more neceſſary -in reſpe& of their ob[P! 
zation. Devotion 1s an. abſtraRion fro; 
the world , and therefore cannot in a 
eminent degrees , be praftiſed by. the! 
' whoſe neceſiicies or bulineſs do-much py 

tangle them in it» So that from ſuch, a ff! 
leſs proportion will. be accepted , tht L 
| from thoſe whole plenty. and eaſe git'* 
them no other want- but that of emplo?® 
ment And certainly if there be any $\ 
whom<that can truly be. ſaid ; women 


qv 
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quality are the perſons: tor they in this re« J | 
fe exceed even men of the like rank, for [ | 
lehe men arc often engaged jn publick em» | 
1 ploy ments , and muſt lend moſt of their i 
q,;1ME tothe uſe of others © or however, all x 

| 

} 

| 


he managery of their fortunes ro employ 


ziave the care of their own private affairs, 
ah0 


\ ahem. Bur of women the utmol? that is or= 
entnarily required, is but alittle eafe ins 
npeRion within their own walls, the over- 
ht of a few Children, and ſervants, and 
| ven from this how many are by their con» 
+lition of life exemted ? and how many 
expore do by their niceneſs 2nd delicacy ex= 
ave themſelves? And ſurely ſo perfeRt a 
cane 1$ neither happy nor ſafe. And 
celerefore God who projets we ſhould be 
joth,never debgn'd it for any of mankind : 
ict-where he gives ſo much Jiberty from 
cecular, he expeRts a greater diligence m 
bipiricual emploiments. 
YE And indeed 'tis an amazing thing to 
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ate» that any into whom he hag breathed 
hole breath of lite, on whom he has Ramp» 
f the image of his own eternity , can 


ink thoſe immortal (ouls weregiven ther 
ily to ſerve the mean and abjeR uſes of 

Neir corruptible bodies , (for which the 
1,2ul of the dullc{t Animal would have don 
yp. well, ) that eating and drinking , ſleep 


Rd 


a ad recreations , which are only uſe- 
ful 


Mm 
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ful co the ſupporting us in this world, ; 
the otily things for which we were jj; 
hit1er. And yer, if we may meſurethy 
opinions by their pratice, this ſeems tge 
the perſwaſion of many of our fenhc 
Genrty . who look upon it as a degrad; 
2 kind of attainder of their blood , rf 
any ihing bur pleaſe their ſenſes. An ee 
ſure of the moſt pernicious conſequg 
imaginabl:.. We know a Lady of plely 
is in one ſenſe a very ſcandalous Epi, 
and truly , tis no very laudable one injfi 
other ; nay which is worſe , they are go 
coincident, and fall in with each at 
She whoſe ſole univerſal aim is plelþ 
will not chink her ſelf much out off 
read, in the purſute of any particular, & 
ſhe that thinks (he lives for no other | 
pole , will ſo often be at a loſs for innob 
pleſure, that (heis almoſt under a ng 
fity co.call in the nocent, to ſerve the 
end ( as ſhe ſuppoſes) of her being. | 
indeed were they ſure to confine themlt 
to ſuch as are harmleſs in their kind,ye, 
exceſs of them renders them. (infull, and 
doting purfute denominates them /ovayi 
pleſure more then lovers of God, a charac 
black, that the Apoſtle compleats his 
talogue of the worſt vices of the wk 
times with it, 1 T#2.3«4. nh 
3+ Ic is. therefore the great poodndk 


mn 
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|,Cod co refigh 2 reicu tor thoſe whoſe con» 
© llicion expoſes them to that danger, and by 
ehxaRting 2 liberal expence of time in their 
$tGeyo:ion , divert them from a laviſhing 
enhoth it and their ſouls together. Neither 
adibes be by this defeat their aim of a pleſant 
fe, but rather afſiſt it ; for whereas ſenſual 
edel;ghts are vagrant , and muſt be chaſed 
werough 2 hundred turnings and wild 
lefd2zes, the ſpiritual are fixt, and one miay 
pawaics know where to find them. How 
Inifren are che voluptuous in pain to know 
hich pleſare to chuſe > like a ſarfelted 
Homac, the greater variety is ſer before it, 
leihe more it nauſeates all. What difficulties 
tha Lady many times to reſolve whe- 
her an afternoon ſhall be ſpent at the 
* Wourt or at the Theater ; whether in danc= 
n0ke or at cards,in giving or receiving viſits, 
nG not knowing which will beſt pleaſe hers 
e ic (he that knows the delights of Deyo- 
fon , knows withal that there 1s no other 
aſt to come in competition with it ; and fo 
yely not diſtraſted in her choice; nor need go 
nQ@rther then her Cloſer for the moſt agree- 
vgble etttertainment, I know this will 
clpund a little incredible to thoſe that know 
1580 other uſe of Cloſets then as a conſerya - 
Wiory of gauds and baubles; that aſpire to 
' mo pleſure there above that of children, 
nee playing with the Pitures and Foun 
2 that 
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Popets that adorn ir. Nor indeed dol j#5 
tznd that ſuch (ſhall find thoſe ſatisfaQiP®? 
] ſpeak of. Thoſe whoſe errand 1s to Beelpa 
bu the God of flies z muſt not expe to! 
treated by the God of Iſrael, An Venke 
man will ſcorn to obtrude himſelf on 4 


who defire not his company, and ſure : 


will not make himſelf more cheap, Th/i® 
that will meet him in their Cloſers » m8 
com with that deſign, refort chither as to! 
Oratory;z nay more then (o, they ny" 
- Eorpe frequently. Spiritual joyes know, 
the way to a place where they are not 6 
ten inviced 3 and as mea ſeek for each ot 


not in places where they leldom ever con 


but where they daily frequent; fo God R 


trives not to meet us in that place whe 
we appear rarely and accidentally , 
Where we uſually reſort. . p 
32. I ſhallnot need to bratich out D 
 votion into the (ſeveral parts, that bei 
don already in a multitude of other Trep 
tiſes, of which if they pleaſe to conſult a, 
one, they cannot want a DireRory 
their worfhip , whether privar or publy 
Oaly let me obſerve the order and c0\, 
nexion of thoſe two.thar they are neither], 
be ſever'd » nor yet to be ranged prepoſt 


ouſly. -The priva: muſt not juſtle our if 


public , for God expects his folemn hy 
mage : andtheir hudling it up in privat 


— 


Set, V, Of Prevy, x. 
7 bs ic may give men grouud to ſuſpect they 
&'þay none at all ; ſo nexther God nor man 
” an colleA any thing better from it, then 
hat they are aſhamed of the Dei-y they 
| vretend to ſerve, On the other fide, the 
Uublic muſt as little ſwallow up the pri- 
2t,and where it does, there may be a juſt 
oubc. of its fincerity, Many attractives 
here may be to Church Ltelides that of 
Qiety , and indeed where that 1s really the 
" , itteaches us ſo much reverence to 
Be at 2wful prefence they are to approach, 
| $$ not to come without ſome preparation. 
hat (o1:citude, what critical niceneſs will 
"Lady have for her dreſs, when {hc is to 
par at a ſolemn meeting at Court ; and 
* ball ſhe take no care how fordidly , how 
ndecenatly (he appear when the King of 
tings gives audience ? ſhall many hours, 
7335) nay perhaps weeks, be raken up in 
: _ mpleps for tize one » and ſ{ha!l there 
ever be a mitute allotted for the other ? 
4. his were ſurc very unequal , and yet this 
*3 the caſe where the devotion of the Cloſet 
| locs not prepare for that ofthe Church, If 
- he mind be nor cuned firſt there, it will be 
ery 11 qualified for that harmony of ſouls, 
q nich is the only thing God regards in our 
fy offices. So that were there no other 
ale of privat devotion , bur as it t:lates to 
Ks he public, that were enough to ſpeak the 
teceſlicy of it. 33 But 
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33. But 1ndeed "ris not only a neege 
preparative:ochat ſacred commerce, buy, 
our civil, The World is but a larger hq 
of Peſthouſe, in every corner of it we my 
with infeRious airs,a::d choſe that conye 
in it had need of chis Antidote, Howpl 
ny temtations does every place,every hac 
every interview , preſent to the ſhockac 
even of that moral integrity which a (ay 
Heathen would jiidge fit co preierve ; my 
more of that f11Q Piety our Chriftiart 
exacts, = 

34. 'Twas the obſervation that Ona 
made of himſelf, that the day in whidy: 
ſo ſhamefully fell by {acrificing to Idolge 
had ventured out in the morning beforg} 
had compleated his uſual praiers 3 the it 
vil finding him (o unarmed cook advantt 
co aſſault him,as knowing he had thenll 
a ſingle impotent man to wreſtle with,wi 
had forteited, by no: invoking, the pri 
Gtion of God, And indeed fince pri 
is the moſt powerful exorciſm to eje& he 
we may well conclude the omiſſion dt 
is 2 likely mcans to invite him ; for if ® 
have not the prepoſſ-flion if we do notl! 
hearty praier ſutrender our fouls to hint 
the morning» they are then all the day#! 
like that empty houſe mention'd in 
Goſpel, a fir receptacle for as many# 
ſpirits as pleaſe to inhabit there, Nor, 


} 
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edele ſpiritual the only dangers that attend 
buy, we arc liable to a multitude of ſecular 
*rhes alſo ; our perſons,our fortunes,our re- 
» mirations, every thing wherein we can re- 
weive 2 benefit, renders us unequally cap= 
v ple of a prejudice. What multitudes of 
hacidents are there to which we lie open, 
ckad othing to guard us from them but the 
folvine Providence ? which if we neglect 
my-{clicit, we are ſure very unworthy of its 
iatfence. And this is a confideration that 
ethinks ſhould bring even the moſt ſen- 
Onal perſons upon their knees: for tho too 
idfany may be found that deſpiſe the for- 
olger dar:ger » and can contentedly enough 
orgpole their ſouls , yer ſuch are uſually the 
1e noft render of their temporal concerns , it 
nting commonly the exceflive love of thoſe 
enJhich makes them negleR the other. She 
h,wat fears not the fall into fin , will yet fear 
prie tumbling into 2 precipice ; and tho ſhe 
priate not for the ſpotting of her innocence, 
{t ould be very loth any accident ſhould 
| demiſh her face,diſparage hier fame,or im- 
f@verith her fortune , and yer from any or 
not] of theſe (ſhe js utterly unable to guard 
jnver ſelf, So that if Piety will not, yet in- 
yatteſt methinks ſhovId render her an ho- 
in dager to thar omnipotent Power from 
y ence alone ſhe can derive her ſafety. 
Yr, 35+ And now mcthinks a Duty that is 
« thus 
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thus bound on with rhe corus of a ny 
with human as well as divine per{wahgt 
ſhould not eaſily be (ſhaken off, Iw 
I could ſay itneyer is, but I fear therej 
ſom of thole I now ſpeak to , who neghe 
it in {pight of all theſe inducements ; yjy 
tho they can pretend nothing ſerpp 
enough to own the name ot buſineſs by 
yet iuffer a ſucceſſion of I know not yel 
impertinencies to divert them. Andip 
deed were the expence of ſome Ladies d” 
calculated , we ſhould find every houf 
full of emtine(s,ſo overladen with vanif 
that tis ſcarce imaginable where an oi 
of devotion ſhould croud in. Þ 

36. The morning is divided betyy 
fleep and dreſſing , ror would the monig 
ſuffice , bur that they are fain ro maſ 
new computation to meſure it , not bypl 
Sun, bur by their time of dining, whit 
often as late as the ſtationary hours oftÞ 


Primitive Faſts, cho upon a far =_ 
motive, The afternoons being byU 
means reduced,are tooſhort for thoſe 
diyertiſements that awaitthem , and 
therefore borrow as much of the night 
they lent tothe morning. And when” 
meer fitigues of pleſure ſend a Lady tc 
reſt. *is not imaginable that ſhe will f« 
mit Devotion to induce a yet greater » di 
more diſagreeable laffitude ; fo theſ 

wil: 


Wea, V. of Piety. 
oyhole round of her time ſeems to be a kind 
alpf magic circle-wherein nothing that is ho« 
vy muſt appear. And indeed *tis none of the 
tigheſt Rratagems of Satan thus to foreſtal 
heir time; and by a perpetual ſupply of 
 viverſions, inſenfibly Real from them the 
erppportunitics of divine offices ; an artifice 
{by which I preſume he prevails on ſom, 
who would ſtartle at his grofler and more 
1d01pparent temptations. 
$4 37. Nor needs he more then the ſucceſs 
oufthis projeR; for if this habitual neglect 
nif Piety ſhould not finally end in great and 
1 dximinal commiſſions, (as'tis naturally very 
pt co do) yet his intereſt is ſufficiently ſe- 
tmared by ſuch a cuſtomary omiſſion, which 
OnMmounts to no leſs then the living WitÞout 
nabod in the World ; a tate fo hopeleſs , that 
byhen the Apoſtle recolleAs to the Epheſtans 
hike wretchedneſs of their Gentile State, he 
offoes it in thoſe very words, Eph. 2. 12. 
Fehnd ſure, thoſe who live ſo under Chri- 
y tianity , are not in a better, Dut worſe 
nibndition, by how much con::mpt of 
] pod is more unpardonable then igno= 
ghahce, 
en''38. It therefore infivitely concerns thoſe: 
(tho are in danger of ſo fatal a ſnare to 
11 pok about them , and endevor to counter- 
- , dine Satban,and be as induſtrious to ſecure 
ogg duty s as he is = (upplant it; and 
111 : 00 
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to chis pucpoie, one of the uictulleſt en? 
dients I know:is to be aforehand with bit 
I mean, to make their deyotions the g& 
buſineſs of the day ; by which 1 intend 
only thoſe Ejaculations wherewith wes 
ſhould open our eyes. but cheir more (et 
folemn Praiers; a practice ſo highly 
pedient to the perſons farementioned , 
it falls little ſhort of neceflary, and 
upon ſeveral reaſons. 
39, Firſt, in relation to one of the oh 
ends of Morning Praier, which is to ff 
plicate the guidance and protection of G 
for the whole day. Now if this be not, 
till ſom Ladies Dreſſings be finiſhed, * 
be half a mockery, a moſt prepoſte 
requeſt , as to the greateſt part of the 
which will be paſt before; and be 
abſurdity,there is danger in it ; for ally, 
preceding time is as it weie outlawed by, 
put from undef? the Divine Protedig, 
Alas,are God's ſafeguards to be only my, 
dional , to [hine out only with the ng, 
day.Sun ; do they ſuppoſe Satas | 
. their hours, and ſtirs not abroad tilg 


A 


corporal or ſpiritual miſchiefs before 1g, 
time of the day? Certainly if tbe noiſes, 
harp and the viol which Iſa. mentions, Chyy 


Y 


Pall; 


afternoon , that there is no danger cith 


5:12, do not drown it, they may 0 
hear a morning as well. as an 


ev 
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Wpaſſing-bell ; with how maty others 
oes theglaſs of life run out, whillt they 
\(Þre 2t their looking-glaſſes? How many 

bodics are maimed and wounded in the 
me they are trimming and decking theirs? 
4 nd Who made them differ from others,n Cor. 


7 > Or what tenure have they in the ſafe- 


of one moment , ſave what they owe to 
od's Providence? And what rational ex- 


| queen can they have of that, when they 
7 not invoke t2 | 
a: 40. Nor are the ſpiritual dangers leds, 
t rather much more ; and they mult be 
"3 ſlight obſervers of themſelves , if they 
fo not diſcern that ſnares may be laid for 
Sj in their receſſes in their chambers , as 


ell as in places of the moſt public reſort. 
jundeed, were there no other than what re- 
Fates to their dreſs, and curiofity thereof, 
g;K were enough to evidence their danger 5 
Karce any part of that but carrying a 
Memptation in ics to Pride , if ic hit right, 


hes pleaſe their farcy; to Anger and 
| 


119 ©Xation-if it do not. They had need there= 
| Sore to put on their armor before their or= 
"haments , by a prepoſieſiion of Prajer and 


a |Meditation to ſectire their vitals, leſt by an 
a,aternal death of Grace, their bodies ( in 
"heir utmoſt luſter ) prove but the painted 
exd*Pulchers of their Souls. me 


0; » 
, , 7, 
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47. In the ſecond place, this appears've- 
SA avi 
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quific it! oppoſition to the indecency yy 
incongruity of the contrary. How inven & 
an eſtimate do they make of things þ 
poltpone the intereſts of their Souls , tot a 


meaneſt member of their bodies , pay ah n 
pererogating attendance to the one, beh ti 
the other comes at all into their care. } cl 
what is yet worſe, how vile a contumeh @ 
offered co the Majeſty of God , who is uviu 
as they do their dunning Creditors, pok n 
off with an excuſe of no leſure yet to ſpas 
with him 3 whilſt in the mean time alljo 
factors for their vanity can have ready am 
ceſs,and full audience. God mult att. 
till their Tailor, their Shoemaker pleaſe & 
diſsmiſs them , and at the beſt, can bei ® 
lowed only to bring up the rear of a wh fc 
(hole of Artificers. p 
42+ But thirdly *tis very doubtful wl z 
ther he ſhall obrain ſo much from them; tt 
it may often happen that he ſhall bequ 1 
precluded : fo numerous are the pi 
of a modiſh <quipage, and ſo exai Þ 
ſymmetry is required in the whole, t 
*tis the buſineſs of many hours to comp 3 
it; when as *twas ſaid of the Ron 
Ladies, a council muſt be called about! { 
placing-of an hair that fits irregular! Y 
when one thing after another ſhall be : 
and again rejeRted,as not exaRt, or not} "* 
coming ; time all che while inle y 


aſtcals away » and tho thac will not fay 
1 for them, yes dinner doth , and chen their 
th bellies begin to murmur to pay any longer 
dt attendance on their backs, and claim the 
ak next curn » and between theſe two compe= 
[| ticors, tis odds devotion will be quite ex- 
Þ cluded, or reduced only to a grace before 
}) meat ; (and well if that, conſidering how 
uunfaſhionable even that is grown ) in the 
pf mean time what a wretched improvidence 
peJs it , co reduce the one neceflary buſineſs 
liof the day to ſuch uncertainties , nay al- 
 4moſt ro a certain 4iſappoinrment. 
tt; 43. Yet ſuppo:® this hazard were only 
G Imaginary, and a Lady were infaliibly ſure 
+; not to loſe the time of her Praiers; yet in the 
h fourth place , ſhe will be likely by ſuch 
pr:ceding diverſions to loſe much of her 
|| z:al in them, fothat it they be (aid at all, 
1 they will icarce be ſaid in a due manner. 
1 There is alas ſuch a repugnancy in our na 
p; Kure to any thing fpiritual» that we can= 
4 not cloſe in an inftant ; but as a benum= 
} med, frozen body will need ſom rubbing 
j and chafing before ic can be fit for mo- 
a tlon; ſo our more frozen ſouls require 
tt ſom previous incitations before they can 
jj With any vigor exert themſelyes in Dcvo- 
jt ft0n, NOw ſure the drefling time (1 incan 
þ ſuch a drefling as wenow ſuppoſe ) is nor 
jj Yery proper tor ſuch preparations, *T':s, 
l 7 3 ON 
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T30 T, he Ladies Calling. Patt © 
on the contrary , extreme apt to indif,, 
and unfit them ; for when: the tang gy 
poſleſt with ſo many little images of, 
nity » they. will not eafily be cjeRed. Ta 
ranging faculty is, God knows, too ap ,}| 
bring in even the remoteſt diverſions ;|jq 
when * has ſuch a ftock ready at hag 
how will it pour them in upon the mindygf 
the great allayingzif not utter extivguiſhi.g 
of Devotion ? Vi 
44. Waen all theſe conſiderations ig 
put rogether, "twill ſure appear wholk,4, 
counſel , that {uch perſons ſhould nott.g 
{ſo imporcant a duty to fo many caſualth { 
bur in che firſt place ſecure a time for th,yg 
repair to their Oratory before their dreſh+ 
room, and by an early conſecration x 
themſelvesto God, defeat Sathans clai 
and diſcourage his attempts for the rel 
the day. We know there is a natural 
CAacy in a good beginning,towards the pt 
ducing za good ending : but in ſpirit - 
things the influence is yet greater , bee 
it draws in Auxiliaries from above» 1 
engages the yet farther aſſiſtances of Gri 
Upon which account I am apt to belie 


that where this Duty 1s Gncerely andt 
yently pertormed in the morning , it W 
not totally be neglefted in the ſucceed! 
parts of the day. Twill be eaſy rod 
cert the ſame obligation, the ſame adv 

o/ 


Wt Sect, V. of Piety, T3 mM 
gc of clofing the day witn God that there 
IOayas to begin it; and when thoſe two 
f\boundaries are lecured , when thoſe ate 
Nook: upon 2s {trift duty , and conſtantly 
.obicrved , tis not ublikely but their Piety if 
} limay grow generous-and with David,Pſ.55. 4 
1.3 7.26d to the evening and morning a noon day | 
Mogffice 3 tor where Deyotion is real, *tis apt vf 
[tbco be progreſſive 3 and the more we con | 
verſe with God the more we (hall defire to 
$!\doſo. Thus we ſee how this little cloud 
like that of Elijah; t King. 18. 44. may 
U-over- ſpread the Heavens , and this hand= 
0 _ of firſt-fruics may hallow the whole: 
(a, iYe 
fi + 4s Nay indeed, when it has advanced 
a thus far , *will probably go farther, *twill 
a not keep ir ſelf only on the defenſive part,  :! 
{! þut invade its oppolits , get daily ground '/ 
! of thoſe vanities by which it was before || 
pr 
ti 
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oppreſt, For when a Lady has in her 
Cloſet waſht her cheeks with penitent 

a -tears, ſhe carnot ſure when (he comes | 
4 outthink them prepared forthe varniſh 6 }|. 
4 the paint and fucuss When ſhe has atten= |} 
0 tively examined her Conſcience, that ime 
k partial mirror, and there diſcern'd all the It 
blemiſhes of her nobler part, (he will ||: 
lure with fornwhata more cold concern 
conſult her looking- glals. And when ſhe | 
nas with pious yows and reſolutions put || 
G 4 on |] 
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on the Lord Feſus Chriſt,Rom, 13.1 4." 
impoſlible for her to be very anxioly. 
carctul about her garments. This dey, 
temper of her mind will by s holy lezza | 
mainhufile the Romances out of her hag, 
and ſubſtitute the Oracles of Truth ; Wo. 
not let her dream away her time in lg, 
raftic ſcenes, and elaborate nothingy, tg, 
prompt her to give all diligence to make yg, 
Calling and Elettion ſure, Ina word, wiyy 
ſhe once underſtands what it is to pje 
one hour deyouily , ſhe will endeavour 
reſcue all the reſt from trifles, and impagy 
nent entertainments; and employ thenP! 
purpoſes more worthy the great end of 
being. Thus may (he almoſt inſenfi 
wind her ſelf out of the ſnare, difintatife 
ber ſelf from thoſe temptations wherewſ 
ſhe was enwrapt ; and by having her ht} 
ſo ſet at liberty , may rin the Waies of Gly 
Commandments, P/al,119. 
46, But Privat Deyotion tho of exc 
lent effec, cannot commute for the omil | 
on of public, nor indeed can it long mu 1 
tain its vigor » unleſs ſorntimes cheriſh 1 
by the warmth of Chriftian Afſemblie | 
and if God pleaſe to viſit them in the! 
Cloſets, they are (even by their on 
Laws of Civilicy) obliged to return his V| 
fits, and attend him in his houſe: I fe 


1tco many adapt the inftance in the oy 


get, V, Of Piety, 233 
Mllicy t00,and COME 25s unconcerndly to uim 
os they do to one another, *T1is tive, 
enhoſe chat pay him a cordial reyerence at 
Home, will certainly do it at the Church; 
Land theiefore by the little we fee per- 
 Yormed by ſome there , we may doubt 
God ſees as little in their Retirement. 
, But what ſpeak I of an hearty Reve- 
(e xence , when 'cis viſible that there are thoſe 
Wiwho pay none at all > How rare a fight is 
pj for ſoine Ladies to appear at Church * 
WHow many times (I had almoſt (aid hun- 
Pagreds) do we ſee their Coaches ftand at the 
MPliy- houſe, for once at God's * They 
fifeem co own no diſtinRion of daies , unleſs 
ili be, that Sunday is their moſt vacant 
Ilfeaſon to take Phific,or to lie a bed ; and 1t 
Wiuch do ever come to Church , Devotion is 
Milike co be the leaſt part of their errand: ſome 
Gi new garment perhaps or dreſs is to be 
ſh:w'd , and that thought the place where 
xthe moſt critical Judges of thoſe things will. 
It be moſt a: leaſure.ro- obſerve them:3 or if 
a they come not to teach new faſhions, ir 
Ih may be they come to learn; and ſuch docu- 
i ments will. be ſurer to. be put in practice 
he then any intheSermon Poſhbly they-expeRt 
M toſee ſome friend or acquaintance there. 
Vi and as ifChrift were:to'be {erved{as he was 
e born)in anInn.make his houſe the comma: 
W ERU6Z7OUS in Which tomeet 133; ir Aiccr 
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Ciaies: If they have any more ingety x 


aitractives, *%is commonly that of curith + 
to hear ſome new celebrated Preacher, 
that rather for his Rheteric then his Dj. 


nity ; and this Motive (tho the beſt of , 


ſet) is but like that which prevail'd.y + 


thoſe 7eWs St. 7ebn mentions, who cam. 4 


Jeſus that they might ſee Lazarus, Toh, t| c 


47. I ſhall not rank among theſe moty } 


that of Hypocrifie and ſeeming Holin { 
for from that all the reſt do acquit the 
Indeed *ts the only fin which this Age | -; 
feemed-to:reform, and that too only] .: 


but: the Injquity of the Times.. Relig 
1s grown ſounfaſhionable, ſo contemtid 


that none cat now betemted-to put on 


ridiculous a diſguiſe» And: altho-az! 
fingle perſons 1 confeſs Hypocrifie one! 
the deepeſt Guilts, ſuch as has a:peculi 
portion aflign'd it by Chriſt in the plz 
of torment; Mat, 24. Fi. yet as to comm 
nities, I cannot: but think it better to hn 
a face of Religion then Profaneneſs. TI 
example of the former may work beyvt 
it ſelf, and the form of Godlineſs in ſon 
may-produce the power of it in others ; bi 
a pattern of Profanenefs, the farther it opt 
rates the worſe, and all the progreſs it tl 
make ».is from one-wickedneſs co anothe! 
{othat i:fear as-St. Bernard. willit - hi 
Caſt 


way of Antiperiſtaſis, not by the Vin + 


at Sect, V. of Piety, 1:25 
thi Feaver agait? : (o the Church may are long 
W* for her Hypocrites- 


ti 48, Buttorecall my ſelf from this digreſ« 
Di Gon, let us a little enquire how thole whom 
f | the forementionedMotives oring toChurch 
# behave themſelyes there, and that is in- 


” deed with great conformity to the ends 
 [] 


of their coming : their errand is not to: 
be Suppliants, neither do they put them #% 
{elves 10 the poſture, kneeling is impertt= © 
Ii nent for them who mean not to pray , but ii 
| *as the Apoſile deſcribes the idolatrous fer= {| 
Y| -vice of the 1/raelites , They ſat down to edlÞ9 |; | 
' -and drink, and roſe up tos play z ſotheſe firto- |þ} 
talk and laugh with their Pew: fellows, +; 

and riſe up te gape and look abont ther. |! 
When they ſhould bc confeffing their fins |! 
to Almighty God, they arc apologizing: 
( perhaps) ro one another for the cmil= |; 
fon of a ceremonious viſit, or {ume others |} 
breach of civility ; when they fhou!d be: }| 
cbſerving the goings of Sod in the Santtug« 
a 2y, Pſal. 68, they are crquiring when this 
1 Lady came to Town, or when that gots || 
out; nay pahaps the Theacer is brotighe: |} 
n into the Temple , the laſt Play they-ſaw is [| 
| is recolkeRed, 2nd Quotations enough ! 
& brought therceto vie with the Preachers. || 
uv *Tis impeffible corecker up all their Tos 

t picsof diſcourſe, nay it were inderd ſcan 
 Galous tor ons that reproves them to pre« 

j tend. 
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136 The Ladies Calline, Pattyge 
tend to know, by how many impertinen, 
(co ſay no worſe ) they profane that hy, 
Place and Time: ng 
49. But that all-ſecing eye in. whq,, 
preſence they are , keeps an exaCt accompy 
and will charge them not only with tg, 
principal but the product ; not only wig 
their own irreverences , but with thC} 
which by their example and encouragn 
ment they have occaſion'd in. others , wh 
farther even with that ſcandal which wh 
dounds to Chriſtianity by it. For when agy 
that is to chuſe a Religion , ſhall readi} 
Precepts of Pythagoras, enjoining that iigs 
Gods muſt not be wotſhipr in paſlingho 
as it were accidentally, but with the gra 
eſt folemnity and intention 3 when te 
{hall conſider the care of Nama in inftin & 
inz Officers, who at Sacrifices, and alld 1 
vine Services, ſhould call upon the peo. 
ro keep filence and advert io Devotion ; i 
but the pra&tice of the preſent Mabometa 
who permit none to fic in their Moſcves, t 
to pray without profiration. When Ik 
this 1s confidered., and compar'd with ti 
ſcandalous. indecericy obſervable in a 
Churches, he will certainly exclude Chi 
fianity from all competicion in his choic 
not allow that the name of a Rel:gio 
whoſe very worſhip appears ſo profani 
and whoſe Votriies mock the God the 
pretend co leryes. ; 50; Vt 


——  —_— 


th $o, Yet how ſevere ſoever the charge 
y lic againſt ſome,l am far from includ» 
ng all under It Ll know there are many 
Wag adies whoſe examples are reproaches to 
he other Sex, thzc help to fill our Congre= 
trations when Gentlemen deſert them, and 
Who whom ſomtimes we alone own that our 
Churches are not furniſhed like the Feaſt 
gin the Parable, Luke 14, 21. meerly our of 
 tybe high wayes and hedges, With the poor and 
1 the maimed, the balt and the blind; yet ſom 
I deyen of theſe may be liable to ſome irregu= 
dtarity, which may be the effcRts of inadver- 
f ltance or miſperſwaſion, tho not of contemt 
phor profanenels. 
ra 51. And firſt *tis obſervable in ſom who 
the eome conſtantly, that yet they com not 
Itt early, ſo that a conſiderable part of Praiers 
14 js paſt ere they enter the Church. This 
oj. firſt cauſes ſome diſturbance to others , the 
* 1 ſucceſſive entry of new comers keeping the 
ta Congregatior in a continual motion and 
it agitation, which how unagrecable 1t is 
hk to Devotion, Numa a Heathen Frince may 
# teach us, who,, Plutarch tells us, took a 
a . particular care , that inthe tjme of divine 
nm Worſhip, no knocking, clapping or o«= 
i« ther noiſe ſhould be heard : as weli know'= 
0 108 how much.the operations of the intel- 
In Je&t are obfiruRted by any thing that im- 
he POrtunes the Senſes. What ſhould he have 


Vt ſaid, 
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ſaid» (hould he come irito one of our hr 
Congregations where often during go! 
whole time of Prajer, the claping of Þ, 
doors does out- noiſe the Readcr. at 
52, But beſides the indecency of go 
ehing » and the interruption it gives tydhe 
thers, "tis very injurious to themlelyegg 
kind of partial excommunication off 
own inflifing ; which excludes themhy 
part of the divine Offices, and from j&þ 
part too, which is of the moſt uniniw 
concern, I mean the confeflion of jth 
which the wiſdom of our Church hathte 
placed in the beginning of her Service(81 
the neceflary introcuRion to all the 1 
For confidering how obnoxious we all 
to the wrath and vengeanceof God, iN 
firſt buſineſs is to deprecate that by ki 
humble contefſion of our guile. - Wa f 
any MalefaRtor that had forfeited: his| 
to Juſtice, come boldly to his Prix ! 
and without taking notice of his ctitt \ 
importune him to beſtow the gre 
favors and dignities upon him 2. Ye! | 
the very ſame abrupt impudence-in us) | 
{\upplicate the divine Majeſty befort\ | 
attempt to atone him, to ask gcod thif 
from him before we have acknowlett. 
the jill we have done sgainſt bim, And! 
ſuch God may juſtly make ſuch a rev 
as Auguſiui did to one that emertainedh 
mi 
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rOGwuch below his greatneſs, 1 knew fot be- 
7g fore that we were ſuch familiarss 
-Þ 53, It will much better become them to 
anticipace the time, fo Watt at the poſts of bu 
of doors, Prov. 8. and contrive to be there 
| ti&cfore the Service begins , that {ſo by pre« 
Fgfious recolleftion they may put their 
fdaminds in a fit poſture of addreſs at the 
nkpublic Audience :- which ( by the way) 
vn ifpcaks it to be no very laudable cuſtom 
Wwhich almoſt univerſally. prevails, that 
' {thoſe few who do come early,ſpend the in- 
${erval before Service, intalking with one 
eanother , which they. donot only loſe the: 
(advantage of that time for preparation, but 
i convert 12 into: the direct contrary , do. 
{ thereby aQRually unfit and indiſpoſe chem» 
elves. God knows our hearts even in their: 
4 Moſt compoled temper;are too apt tocreate 
g| diverſions; we need not tart game for 
j# them to chaſe, and by.-prefacing our Praier 
M4 With {- cular diſcourſe , make a gap for the 
y/ famethoughts-to-return upon us in them, 
1] Beſides, in relation to the place, it: bas a 
\| fpice of profanenels , *tis the bringing the 
j Meabite and Ammonite: into the Temple, 
j Peut.23.3.a kind of invaſion on Gods pro- 
y priety-, by introducing our worldly: con=- 
j| Cerns of divertiſements- imo the houſe: 
j Which is called by his Name, folewnly de- 
j Qicated to him,and therefore dedicated that- 
N Mz 
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i might be his peculiar. So that yi 
little variation , we may to ſuch ata 
the expoliulatory reproof of the Apdy 
to the Corinthians, t Cor, It, 22, Mir 
bave ye not houſes to talk and conveiſehj 
or deſpiſe ye the Church of God? Buc thi 
I confeſs a reproot that will not reachgiv 
many , there being fo few of che bebe 
ſort that come early eneugh wo talk belga 
Service, and as for thoſe whotalk to 
we have already rankt thein under anotghi 
Claſſes, Yetgive me leave to- add, i|tv 
thoſe fall not mich ſhort of that degrehc 
profanenefle , who come late only becade 
they are loth toriſe , or to abate any thied 
of the curiofity of their dreſs. For i( 
that prefers her floth- or her vanity th 
fore Gods Service, is like (how decen{0! 
ſoever ſhe behave her ſelf) to give butO 
unfgnificant attendance at it. C 
54. But I gueſs this may in many pntt 
ceed from-another- cauſe , which tho fi 
ill in their intention, is.not fo in reſp{d 
either of its.unreaſonableneſs or its effe&t) 
and that is an unequ11 eſtimate they mal © 
of the parts of Gods Service... This WP 
Age has broughtin ſuch a partiality a9 
Preaching.that Prayer ſeems comparative? 
ly (like Sarah to Hagar). deſpicable in that] 
eyes: {o that if they can but come tintf 
enough to- the Sermon , they: think 4 
_ alt 
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>a ve diſcharged the weightier part of the 
y.aw.and of their own duty. This miſper- 
pwafion, tho it hath too generally diffuſed 
Mie elf through both Sexes, yer ſeems to have 
ſebin very eſpecially imbibed by the female. 
thifknd beſides the evidence that Sunday 
chgives, the week-dayes afford no leſs. Let 
bahere be a LeRAure tho at the remoteſt 
xſpart of the Town , what hurrying is there 
ao it , but let the Bell role never ſo loud for 
otthe Canonical hours of Common Prater, 
will not call the neareft of the Neighbour- 
thood. I ſpeak not of thoſe who are at 
defiance wich our Service , and haye lift= 
hied themſelves in ſeparate Congregations 
-{(( for I intend not to trace them through 
ttheir wiid mazes) but of thoſe who yet 
nown our Church , and object nor to its 
tOffices, but only have ſuffered their valu 
for them to be inſenfibly undermined by 
ntheir greater zeal for Preaching. God 
ſure intends a Harmony in all ſacred Or- 
x dinances, and wouid not have ſet up a par= 
4 ty againſt another, but mutually affift each 
j others operation upon us: thus Praier diſ- 
| poſes 115 to receive benefit by Preaching, 
hand Preaching teaches vs how to pray 
garigat, and God grant we may long en= 
Joy the public opportunities of both. Yet 
x hnce this Age hes brought them to a com+ 
4 Petition, I muſt cake leaye to ſay, that if we 
; come 
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come impartially co weigh Praiet 
Preaching, the Ballance will incline & 
ther way then it ſeems with many tofid 
and we ſhall find Prater the molt efiync 
part of Religion. es 
55. The end of Preaching is twokua: 
either to teach us what we know not; 
excite Us to praiſe what we al 
know : now in relation oo the fir 
tbele ends, I ſuppoſe there is a wide dihe 
rence between Preaching at the firſt gf 
mulgation of the Goſpel , and now : he 
then the only way of revealing to me 
World the whole myſtery of our Salt 
on, ſo that the Apoſtles inference was iP! 
irrefragable, How /hall they believe on hige 
Whom they have not heard , and hsW [hall 
bear without a Preacher 2 Rom. 10.14. |« 
where Chriſtianity is planted ,. and\Mf 
New-Teſtament received , we have thift 
in the whole DoQrine of Chriſt ; nay'® 
haye not only the matter but the very a> 
of many of thoſe Sermons which Ch \ 
and his Apoſtles preached 3 ſo that ufit 
we think tacm not {uſficiently gifted 1 
cannot but acknoxledre, we have | 
them ample inftruction both for Faiths ! 
Manners enough , as the Apoſtle ſpe * 
to make us Wiſe unto Salvaiion, 1 Tim, 3.1. 
And the reading of thoſe being a cot 
derable part of our Churches TVIOe | 
| 
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etha ve rhe moſt genuine Preaching even be= 
e re the Miniſter aſcends the Pulpit, Be» 
tofides , for the help of thoſe whoie youth or 
ſſyncapacity diſables chem from making col- 
kRions thence for themſelves, our Church 
5epitomiz'd the moſt neceſlary Points of 
liefand Praftice in the Catechiſm $ not 
'as the Roman) to preclude their farther 
earch, but to ſupply them in the mterim Hl 
dibey are qualified for ir; and by that early 
{ gafufon of Chri(tian Principles, to ſecure 
them of that knowledg which is fimply 
» meceſlary to their S1lvation. 

ly 56. Now ſure, to people in this fate; 
Preaching is not of fo abſolute necefficy ir 


higeſpeR of inftcuction , as it was to thoſe 


lineho from Heatheniſm and Idolatry were 


. [60 be brought firſt ro the Knowledg , and 


{ithen to che Faith of Chriſt, We ſeem there= 


to Praftice; foralas, there are few of us 
4 who {tumble on fin for want of light , bur 
fi either through heedleſneſs, and want of 
| Tooking before us , or elſe by a wilful pre- 
« Rration of our ſelvesto it; fo that we of- 


4 ten need £2 be rouſed out of our negligence, 
4 to be frighted out of our Rubbornneſs, and 


| by a cloſe application of thoſe truths we 


j Extter forget or ſuppreſs, be animated to 


| bur Duty. And for this purpoſe Preach 


4 108: 


fore now more generally concern'd in the 
p \Ot1er end of Preaching , the exciting us 


1) 
«Wh N\ 
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ing 1s doubtleſs of excellent ule » andy c 
nauſcating of it ſhews a very fick oft 
ft iturion of mind z yet (ure the over-gy, « 


defire may be a Diſeaſe alſo. He oo 


more then he can concoR,dors not ſo nſed: 
aſfit as oppreſs nature ; and thoſe ut 
run from Sermon to Sermon » that fac 


low themſelves no time to chew, muc 
ro digeſt what they hear, will ſooner 
found their brains then better their lhe 
Nay, it oft betraies them to a very perniþo 
ous delufton, it diverts them from 
of the praQtical parts of Pjery,and yet gy! 
them a confidence that they are extrame 
dinarily Pjous ; and by their belief inn 
Religion confiſts principally in mn 
makes them forget to try themſelyes|l 
that more infallible teſt of doingGods wut 
So thac whereas God never defigip! 
Preaching for more then a guide inthv' 
way, they make it their way, and theirel) 
t00; and Hearing muſt, like a circlezbt 8 
and terminate in it (elf. t 
57. I am ſure in ſecular concerns, if 
ſhould think him a very unprofitable & t 
Vant, that after his Lord had givenh ) 
direRions what to do, ſhould be to trat | 
ported with hearing tis inſtructions » th « 


| he ſhould defire to have it infinitely t- 
peated , and ſo ſpznd the time wherein 
(h2uld do the work, And we have real 

; 
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nd chink God will make the ſame judgmenc 
| af thoſe who do the like in kis Se: vice; 
pn 58. One would now think chat this ras 
tgenous appetite of hearing (hould ſuper- 
tede all niceneſs in it. yet we find it does not, 
e but chat ſom make a ſhift to be at once vo« 
tracious and ſquemiſh, If this ſpiritual 
chlbod be not artificially dreſt , "tis too groſs 
r pr their palats, the Phraſe muſt be elegant, 
lhe words well accented , and the enticing 
rebords of mans wiſdom, which St, Paul diſ- 
ims in his Preaching, 1 Cor. 2. 4. is that 
enphich chey pcincipally regard. Nay the 
tamnemory of the Preacher becomes the 
(moſt macerial point of his Sermon, and 
n firſt glance on his Book prejudges him, 
s'] need not add the extravagances of an 
nuncouth cone, 2 furious vehemence, or 
aphantaſtic geſture , wherein the ſoul and 
th Vital efficacy of Preaching has bin ſolemn» 
oly placed. Now *tis evident all theſe 
2 are but trivial Accompliſhments ; ſo that 
thoſe who infiſt ſo much on them do make 
| Preaching much lefs Sacred atid Divine 
k then inde:d it is; and thercfore cannot 
i Without abſurdicy lay the main ftreſs of 
1 Religion upon it, or make tha: the high= 
hk eſt of Gods Ordinances , which owes all 
t its gratefulneſs with them to the Endow= 
1 ments of men. Som may think | purſu this 
bo {ubjeR too far , but 1 am ſure 1 do it "_ 
Wi 


_ IO < vu. *w . —_S— 


146 The Ladies Calline, Pap 
wich defign to derogate from the jufi fo t 
{peR due to Preaching ; only I waulq,. © 
have it monopolize our eſteem , or jygte 
out another Duty , which is of moregwe 
ſtant uſe,. and indiſpenſible neceſſity, qu 

59. And ſuch certainly is Praier, | 
reſpiration of the ſoul, which is ſo ne 
ry, that it admits not of long interm} 
and therefore ſeems to carry the ſame 
portion to hearing » which breathing 
to cating : we may make long inter 
of feeding,and yet ſubfiRt ; but if we (hoe! 
do ſo in breathing , we cannot recoyelt! 
Praier is the morning and evening (RM 
crifice under the Law , which God 
dained ſhould be perpetual ; wha 
Preaching is but like the Reading ini®' 
Synagogues on Sabbarhs and =} 


Indeed , however we have confounded! 
terms, *tis Prajer only that can properh|F: 
called the worfhip of God 3 *%is thai? 
which we pay him his ſolemn homy* 
acknowledge his foveraignty , andq ? 
own dependence. When we hear, wil ® 
ho more then what every Diſciple < 
to his Maſter ; but when we pray, we of 
him as the ſpring and fource of all i 
good we expect, as the Author of ourk 
ing, and the Obje& of our Adoration; | | 
a word, we do by it profeſs him our Gol 
it being an impreſs of meer natural Relip 
a 
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ago co lupplicat the Deity we acknowledg. 
lg. 60- And as by Praier we render the 
jgreatelt Honor to God, ſo likewiſe do 
je procure the greateſt adyantages tO 
our (elves Prayer is the powerful En- 
in, by which we draw down Bleflings ; 
the key which lets us into the immenſe 
rehoule of the Almighty ; nay cis 
that upon which the efficacy of Preach- 
depends. The Word is but a dead 
*Iecer without the Spiritzand God has pro= 
Piſcc the Spirit to none but thoſe that 
atk it, Luk, 11.13, So that Praier is that 
eFhich cnlivens and inſpirits our moſt (a- 
| ed actions; and accordingly in Scrip- 
mare we flod it fill a concomitant in all 
\Þcclefiaſtical concerns. When an Apoſtle 
vi Was tO be (ubſticured in the room of Fun 
11465, we find, they referred it not tothe 
q ecifion of lots, till God, who had the ſole 


y Þvoked by ſolemn Praier, A&#. I. 24. So 


*4s 


\ When Barnabas and vaul were to be ſepa» 
F wmted tothe Miniſtry, tho the appointment 
y vere by the Holy Goſt, yet that ſuperſeded 
Bot the necellity of Prater; the Apofiles 
praied ( yea, and faſted too ) before they 


| 


laid their hands on them, 42#,13.3, Nay 


; Our bleſſed Saviour Himſelf, though he 
knew what was in man, and needed no 
] guidance bur his own Omnifcience in 
this 
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this choice : yet we find that befor} | 
EleRion of the twelve Apoſtles , he <a? 
nued a whole night in Praier to God, 
6. 22, doubtleſs, to teach us how req? 
Praier is in all our important inch 
which like the Pillar of Cloud and Fig 
the Iſraclices , is our beſt Convoy throw, 
the Wilderneſs, through all che (x 


4 


and temptations , through all che nd 
( 12 


ties and diſtreſſes of this World, and 
-__ infallible Guide to the Land of ig, 
mite, 
61, And ſure when all theſe are the in 
percies of Praier, tho privat, they willigf 
leſs belong to the public ; ſuch a conhg, 
ration and union of importunate Deny, 
on , muſt haye a proportionable increg 
in its effet ; and if Heaven can ſuffer wigy 
lence by the fervor of one fingle Votayg} 
with what ſtorm, what batteries will ith 
ſcaled by a numerous Congregation? \y, 
fiad the Church is, by Chriſt, compu p 
to an Army With banners, Cant, 6, 3. but, 
never is this Army in {o good array , itl.q 
invincible a poſture as upon its kntt f 
The Eccleſiaſtical Rory tells us of a le 
gion of Chriſtians in Aerelius's Campul 1 
in that poſture diſcomfited two affailin r 
at once, the enemy and the drought ; ti g 
breath which they ſent up in Praiers, lik 


kindly exhalation return'd in rain , a t 
'y 


ke V, or. Frey. - 
Re lieved the periſhing Army : and had we 
MW... the ſame fervor.and the ſame innocen= 
by - could we life up but as pure hands as 
Tehey did,chere would be no Blefting.heyond 
Mt ur reach. - But the leſs any of us find out 
Iglves ſo qualificd:, che more need we have 
%, put our ſelves among thoſe that are, = 
MN, 62, There is an happy contagitan tf 
Woodnels; like green wood, we may per- 
| F: ps be kindled by the neigt:boriag flame ; 
the example of anothers zeal may. awake 
mine. Rowever, there is ſom advantage 
Rin being in the company : thoſe thowres 
ligf benediRtion which their Prajers bring 
gown , are fo plentiful that ſom drops at 
MWeaft may ſcatter upon thoſe about them. 
[KF e End Eliſha for Tebo[tapbats (ake ,; ef1= 
Mgured the preſence of Jeboran whom 0+ 
therwiſe he profeſies he would not have 
Iookt cowards, 2 Xing.3.14, and God-may 
|-perhaps do the like in this caſe; and as he 
l proſpered Potipbar for Foſephs ſake,Gengzg. 
8.33. ſothe Piety of ſome few may redound 
IM;to-che benefit of all. From all theſe con- 
& Gderations I ſuppoſe may ſufficiently be 
-evinced the neceſſity and benefit of public 
ll Praier, and conſequently the utreaſonabie- 
It eſs of thoſe who upon any pretence ne- 
Ml plc@ it, Iſhall now only beſeech thote 
ti to whom I ſpeak to make the application 
I tothemſelves, and io (bew they do ſo by 


[6 their 
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their morecarly and more aft1guouzy” 
dance on it. bs 
62, There is alſo another Duty tow © 
manyof theſe to whom 1 write (ſe 
need ſome incitation , and that is C.;, 
municating, a part of Devotion whidy, 
looſer ſort ſcarceever think in ſeaſay 
their death-beds, as if that Sacramenye 
the Romaniſts Extreme UnQion. wer 
fic for expiring ſouls ; bur to ſuch wei; 
apply the words of the Angel to they 
mans Luk, 24.5, Wby ſeek ye the Iving aye 
the acad? Why think ye that the San 
Righteouſneſs is only to ſhine in the ſvg 
of death, or that Chriſt is never to gi/j 
his fleſh, cill we are putting off our 4" 
'Tis one principal end of that Sacty: 
to engage and enable us to a new] x 
how prepoſterous then is it, howay / 
incon{iſtent with that end to defer it w- 
hour of death? Tis true 'tis a good |: | 
cum for ſuch as are in their way tow. 
bliſs , but it is too bold a hope, to - 
thac it ſhall in an inflant bring then! ' 
that way, who have their whole life 
ed on in the contrary: the roads tol 
yen and Hell lie ſure too far aſunders 
within diſtance of one ſtep, nor can it! 
any ſafety be preſumed that once rec. 
at their death,ſhall expiate ſo many wi 
neglects of it in their life« 


66 
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ns 64, But I (hall ST cheſe total O- 
. miſſions are not a common guilt : yet with 
Wmany others the fault differs only in degrees 
G they do not wholly omit, but yer come ſo 
T infrequently as if they thought it a very ar- 
idhicrary matter whether they come or no, 
la nd this truly is obſervable in many who 
Yſcem to give good attendance on other 
Niwmarcs of divine Worſhip » for indeed 't!s 2 
Rlifad ſpeRacleto fee , that let a Church be 
K'never ſo much crouded- at Sermon , *cis 
%emtied in an inftant when the Commus- 
M:nion begins > people run as it were fright- 
lied from ic, as if they thought with thoſe 
fin Malachy , thatthe Table of our Lord is 
0polluted, Mal. I. 22. that ſome peſt or in- 
fetion would thence break forth upot 
| them. A ſtrange indignity to the Majeſty» 
W and ingratitude to the love of our Redem- 
"er. Leta King , or but ſome great matt 
| make a public entertainment » how hard 
W.is it co keep back the preſſing mulci- 
v 'tude 2 many Officers are neceſſary to repel 
 ſthe uninvited gueſts, and yet here there 
{ needs more to drive us to it, tho the invita- 
h tion be more general, and the Treat infinit- 
! 'ly more magnificent. | 
65. I know this fault { like many other) 
"# '(hrouds it ſelf under a fair diſguiſe, and 
# :this barbarous negleRt pretends to the 
_ humbleſt yeneration. People ſay {is their 
2 Brea; 
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great reverence they hbaye for the Saqmh 
ment that keeps them at ſo great a {2 
ftance ; but ſure that is but a EiRitiyO 
reverence whick diſcards obedience ; th 
when Chriſt commands our coming , q © 
drawing back looks more like ſtubby to 
neſs and rebellion , then awe and reſpe P* 
T ſuppoſe we pretend not to exceed the Þ;j t1! 
mitive Chriſtians in humility and god tC 
fear, and yet they communicated daj 4 
and therefore ſure our reverence is of |! 
much differing make from theirs, if © 
produce ſuch contrary effefts. Indeed! ( 
to be feared that many put a great che \ 
upon themſelves in this matter. The * 
chariſt is juſtly accounted the higheſt | 
divine Ordinances, and thoſe who thi: | 
of no preparation in other , yet have ſo 
general impreſſions of the neceſſity of it; 
this ; but the uneaſineſs of the task diſco 
rages them, they dare not come without: 
wedding garment,: and yet are loth to be! 
the pains te put it on, ſo that all this goot 
ly pretext of reverence , is but the Devil! 
Samuels Mantle, is but floth clad in the hi 
bit of humiliry. 

66, And to this temtatian of {Joth, the 
is another thing very ſubſeryient » al 
that is the eafie and flight opinion whic 
is commonly taken of fins of Omiſlio! 
many are ſtartled at great Commiſtion 


chin 
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20 think them to carry a face of deformity 
2 {and horror, who in the mean time look on 
itiy O miſſions only as privations and meer no- 
- a things, as if all the afhrmative precepts were 
| q only things of form , pur in by Godrather 
be to try our inclinations , then to oblige our 
be performance 3 and ſo wete rather over= 
Þ; tures and propoſals which we may 2N-ne 
od to or not, then injuntions which at our 
ail peril we muſt obey. A fancy no leſs ab- 
of ſurd then impious. That God ſhould be 
if content ſo to compound with his creatures 
14 ( and like a prince over- power d by his 
he Vaſſals ) conſent to remit all cheir homage, 
pg abloive them from all poſitive Duty, ſo 
}, they would be but ſo civil as not to flie in 
jj" his face, or to commit out-rage on his 
Perſon. Butthis wild imagination needs 
;j On other confutation, then that form of in= 
ditement our Sayijor gives us 23 the Model 
!; Of that which (hall be uſed at the laſt day, 
,, Mat-25. where the whole Proceſs lies a- 
4 gainſt fins of Omiſſion,and yet the ſentence 
; 1sas diſmal and irreverſible, as if all che 
; Commiſſions in the World had bin pur in- 
0 the Bill, 
'' 67, And certainly of all Omiffionsnone 
, 1Slike to be more ſeverely charged then 
| this of communicating , which 1s not on- 
ly a diſobedience, but an unkindneſs, which 
Birikes not Only: at the Autority but the 
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Love of our Lord, when he to affea* { 
union with us that he creates Myſteries @y 
ly to affeR it , when he deſcends evangu 
our ſenſuality , and becauſe we want (yn 
ritual appetites , puts himſelf within repre 
of our natural; and as he once veil'dien 
Divinity in fl:ſh, ſo now veils even tgea 
fleſh under the form of our corporal nf 
riſh-nent, only that he may the more ju 
&\fTolvably unite , yea incorporat himitgi 
with us. When I ſay he does all this, 'F 
2re not only impious but inhuman if $ 
will not attrat us, Nay farther when) . 
does all this upon the moſt endearing n ec 
mory of what he has before done for 1 


when he preſents himſelfto our imbry 
in the (ame form wherein he preſent 
himſelf toGod for our expiation, when! « 
ſhews us choſe wounds which our iniqi 
ties made, thoſe ſtripes by which we we: 
healed , that death by which we are rey 
ved, (hall we to compleat the Scene of h 
Paffien , ' force him alſo to that path 
complaint, Lam,t.12. Have ye uo regard' 
ye that paſs by ? Shall we inſtead of ſmith 
our breaſts ( as did other witnefles of h 
ſufferings) turn our backs? If we can hi 
bitually do this, 'cis to be feared the ne 
degree will be to wag our heads too » abl 
we (hall have the profanene(s to derid: 
what we have not the Pjety.co commemn 


ratks 68. Ant 


"Mea. V. of Pity, r5$ 
te” 58, And this ſeems to be no 1implorable 
les gar , for in religion there are gradual de- 
Venghnations as well as advances , coldneſs 
t and tepidity will (. if nottopt in its pro- 


regreſs) quickly growto lothing and con- 
I dtemt. 
1 


And indeed to what can we more 
treaſonably impute the great over-flowings 
nopt protaneneſs among us , then to our 116 


ethusbanding the means of Grace? Now cer- 


mſtginly of all thoſe means there is none of 
, jgeater energy and power then the blefled 
if $acrament. 
eq} - 69, Were there no other benefit deriv- 
ned from it ſave that which the preparati- 
ny implies, "twere very conſiderable. It 


rings us to a recollefion, fixes our in- 
efinit purpoſes of ſearching and trying 
our waies, which elſe perhaps: we {hould 


40 
Ni 


' 


I! 
ſo 


thought of , but when the time of com= 
; Mmunicating approches» We live (o far 
, Off from our ſelves, know ſo little what 
| 
| 


1s don in us, that we anſwer the defcrip=' 
tion the Prophet makes of the ſurprize 


of Babylon ,: of which the King knew 


nothing till poſt after poſt runto inform 
him 


H. 4 


irftaitly defer ſtops onr carreer in fin, and 
by acquainting us with our ſelves, ſhews 
j us where our danger lies, and how we are 
; tO avert it, what breaches are made in 
jy upon our fouls, and how we: muſt repair 
{ them, all which are with many-{eldom 
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him that his City was taken at one end, \.. 
Fr, 31. we often lie ſecure while the 
my is within our walls , and therh, 
they are friendly allarms which the'y, 
crament gives us to look to our defer 
Buc if when the Trumper ſounds ng 
will prepare himfclf to the Battel, if wh 
the Minifter gives warning of a Sac 
ment »- and the preparation jt requin 
we go our wayes, and with Gallio < 
for none of thofe things, or with Felix, Ak 
24. 26. put it off to a convenient time, 
wilfully expoſe our ſelves , and *tis hi 
ju{t Chrifts dreadful menace ſhould þ 
executed upon us, that we die in our fn 
who will fruſtrate ſuch an opportunity 
a reſcu from them. 

70. But *tis not only this remoter an 
accidental advantage ( this preventing 
Grace.) which the Hcly Euchariſt ab 
fords \, it-contains yet greater ad mor 
ntrinſic benefits, is a Spring of affiftin 
Grace alſo, "tis » Magazine of Spiritui 
Artillery to fortifie us again all affault 
of the Devil , the great Catholicon for) 
all che Maladies of our Souls, that which 
if duly received, will qualifie us to make 
St. Pauls boaſt, Phil. 4. 13. 1 can do all 


things, through Chriſk which ſtrengtbens me. 

In a word , 'tis to us whatever we need, , 

Wiſdom , Righteouineſs , gs 
al 


n 
«C, 
\ 
c 
| 


» 
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and Redemtioh » becauſe it poſleſies us 
of him who is ſo, I Cor. I. 3t. {o that 
whenever we neglet it » we manifeſtly 
berray our own intereſt , and do im= 
plicicly chooſe death while we thus run: 
from life. nl 
71, Thus we ſee there 15 2 concurrehce- 
of all. forts of Arguments for this duty, 
oh that ſome (at leaſt) ot them may pre- 
vail! If we are not traftable enough to 
do it in obedience, yet let us be fo in- 
2enious as to do it for Love, for Grati-- 
tude, or if for neither of thoſe, let us be 
" atleaſt ſo wiſe as to:do-it for. intereft , and! 
g advantage: I know people are apt to 
” pretend buſineſs,. the Farm and the Ozen: 
F muſt excuſe their coming! to the Feaſt, 
but alas- what buſineſs can there be of 
{ equal neceſſity or advantage with: this 2 
Yer even that. Apology is {uperſeded te: 
thole I now fpeak to, who: as 1 obſer 
| ved before have lefure more then enough, 
{o that ir would be one part of the benefic,, 
its raking up ſome of their time * ler. me: 
therefore earneſtly beſeech them , acr to; 
Krudyge a fewof their vacanthourstothis: 
| fo happy an emploiment. | 
72. Did anyct their-near Friends ar &: 
Relations invite them to ats interviews: 
' they. would. not think bum.too importune; 
no: 
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tho he repeated the Summons weekly,ny, 
daily , but would punCctually obſerve th 
meeting : And when their Savior mug 
ſeldomer entreats their company , ſhall, 
not obtain it ? muſt he never ſce them by 
at two or three ſolemn times of the year) 
and ſhall they wonder at any interverr- 
ing invitation ( as the Shunamites hu. 
band did at her going to the Prophet whe! 
it was neither new Moon nor Sabbath, 2 Kin, 
4. 22.) and tell him is not yet Faſter 
Chriſtmas , this were not only to be irrelj 
gious but rude; and methinks thoſe why 
and ſo much upon the particulars of Ci. 
vility- to. one another , (hould nor tha 
only lay afide cheir good manners whe 
they. are to treat with- their Redeemer, 
Certainly he is. not lo unpleaſant comps 
ny. that they need (hun his converſe :-if 
he do appear ſo to any, *tis that (huge 
ning that is the canſe of it.. He does no: 
open his treſures to ſtrangers : they tha 
come-now and then for form ſake,no won: 


der if: their entertainment be as cold # 
their-addreſss They that: would indeed; 


taſt. how ſweet the Lord is, Pſal. 34. 8. muſt 
by the frequency. of their coming (hey 


the heartineſs of it, and they they would 
indeed find it a feaſt of fat things, as the 


73; 1n 


Ptopher: ſpeaks. 
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73. In a word, let them but make cx- 
pcriment , reſolye for a certain time ( be. 
it a year or thereabouts ) to amit no op= 
portunicy , (and withall no due prepara 
tion} of communicating,. 1 am a little 
confident they will afterwards need no. 
other importunity but that of their own- 
longings : the expiration of that definit. 
time will prove the beginning of an in- 
definit., and their reſolutions will have no: 
other limit but theis lives. For certainly 
there is.not in all the whole myſtery of 
Godlineſs, in all the Oeconomy of the 
Goſpel, ſo expedite , ſo infallible a means- 
of growth in Grace, as a frequent. and 
worthy participation of this bleſled Sacra« 
ment ; T cannot therefore more pertinently. 
cloſe this Seftion,. then with this exhorta- 
tion to .it , by which they will not only: 
compleat all their Devotions, crown and: 
hallow the reſt of their Oblations: to. 
God, but they will be adyanced alſo in all: 
parts of praCtical Pjety : for tho this and: 
other ſacred Offices be perform'd in the: 
Church, the efficacy of them is not cir» 
cumſcribed- within .thoſe walls, but: fol- 
lows-the- devout ſoul through all the:oc- 
currences of human life.. 

74; She that has intently :confider'd the 
Pi elence of God 1R the: SanRuary:, Nas: 
CARE 1 —_ Jearn'di 
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learn'd ſo much of his ubiquury , that ſh, , 


will no: eaſily forger it in other ry 
and (he that remembers that, will "nl + 
no other guard to feclre' her innoceng , 
no other incentive to. atiimate her' endey 1 
vors , fince ſhe is view'd by him whol ;; 
equally powerful. ro puniſh or reward 
who regards not the perſons of the meh 
ty, nor can be awed into the connivang « 
of a crime. Indeed a'ſerious advertang - 
to the divine. Preſence , is the moſt certain | 

| 


n 


— 


curb:o all diſorderly appetites ,' as or th 
contrary the not having God before thei 
eyes, is in Scripture the comprehenſin 
deſcription of the moſt wretchleſs pro 
fligated ſtate of fin» It concerns: there 
fore ail thoſe who aſpire to. true Picy | 
to nouriſh that awful ſenſe in their heart, 
as that which- will beſt enable them to 
praſtice the Apoſiles advice , 3 Cor. Fl 
To cleanſe themſelves from: all falthineſs of 
the fleſp and ſhirit, and to perfett holineſsl 
the Fear of God, LD PHY 

75: T am: fenfible that this. Section), 
{pun out. to. a length very unproportion 
able to. the former 3 but as che-principal 
wheel in an- artificial movement may bt 
2llowed a bulk ſomwhat aniwerable © 
itsuſe, fo upon the ſame account;. the fit 
of this.is not unjuſtifiable the Picty wm 
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I\ this defigns to recommend being the one 
a neceſſary thing , which muſt influence all 
{ other endowments. We know the courſe 
& reſemblance Solomon makes of a fair Wo- 
% an without diſcretion , that ſhe is like 4 
i jewel of goldin 4 ſwmnes ſnout , Pro. tl. 12, 
It 'but eyen that diſcretion: ( if any ſuch could 
M be) without Piety , were but the adding 
IQ one jewel more , expoſing another valus 
It able thing to the ſame deſpicable ridicue= 
it Jous uſe, Bur to ipeak truly there 15 no 
It real diſcretion, where there is no Religions 
t and therefore Solomon ſeems in this place 
to underſtand by it that praRtical Wile 
& dom, which in the ſacred Diale&t ( his: 
writings eſpecially ) is equivalent to the 
1 fear of the Lord, *Tis true, there may be 
5 a rallying wit to ſcoff and abuſe,a ſerpen= 
tine Wilineſs to undermine and deceive, 
but that ſort of Wiſdom (like that of Achie 
' topbel ) finally converts into fooliſhneſs, 
# does very often appear todo ſo in this lifes 
but moſt certainly in the next, becauſe it 
builds upon 2 falſe bottom, prefers tem» 
poral chings before eternal. And as vei- 
ther beanty or wit {the two celebrated: 
accompliſhments of women) ſo will nei» 
ther Greatneſs and Honor, give any. ad= 
vantage without Piety, twill only (as bath. 
| bin already. obſeryed ) make them more 
CACIN=S 
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exemplary ſinners, inflame the accoy 
and ſo expoſe them to a greater degree 
condemnation ;- for ſure cis not theiry 
that will. reſcu them from the diſmaly 
nunciation of the Wiſe man, Fi/d. 6{; 
Mighty men ſhall be mightily tormented, | 
conclude all with another irrefragah . 
maxim of che ſame Author , Whetber » 
be Rich, Noble, or Poor , their Glory is 
Fear of the Lord. 
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Part II, Sec, I. 
of FVireins, 


I. " TE have taken a view of 
thoſe general-qualificati= 
L |  _ ons, which are at once the 


duty , and the ornament 

of the female Sex,confider'd at large. Theſe 
like the common Genius involve all ; bur 

= thereare alſo ſpecific differences, ariſing - 
from the ſeveral circumſtances and Rates 
., Of life, ſom whereof may exact greater de= 
- greeseven of the former vertues, and all 
may have ſome diftint avd peculiar re- 
quifits adapted to that particular ſtate and: 

. condition : and of theſe our propoſed me- 
. thod engages us now to conſider, Human 
lite is full of vieiffitudes and changes A. 
nat 
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that 'tis impoſſible to enumerate all; & 
lefler accidental akerations to which "he 
lyable. But the principal and moſ; {ff 
ftinct ſcenes, in which a woman cg 
ſuppos'd regularly: to be an aRor ,, 
theſe three, Virginity, Marriage andy /#* 
dowhood ; which as they differ wig © 
from each other, ſo for the diſchary © 
their reſpeCive duties, there are pecy,. 
cautions worthy-ta be adverted to, M 
2.. Virginity is firſt in order of ti #® 
and if we will take $. Pauls judgemen; 
reſpeR of excellencealſo, 1 Cor,7, AB 
indeed. (he that preſerves: her felt in 6 
Rate uyon the account he mentions y, * 
chat /he may cave for the things that are of Þ 
Lord , that ſhe may be boly both in body.au , 
Spirit , deſerves a great deal of veneratn 
as making one of the neareſt approche! b 
the Angelical:States And accordingly? 
the primitive time » ſuch a Virginity m ; 
had in a fingular eſtimation , and byi® 
allignment ofthe Schoolmens hath ape 
ticular coronet of glory. belonging -tok 
Nay even- among the heathens, 27conh © 
crated Virgin waslookt on as a thing ml m 
lacred, The Roman Veſtals had ex is 
ordinary: priviledges allowed: ther þ 
the ſtate ; and they were generally: heldig, 
{uca reverence., that. Teftaments. and - © 
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|; ther depofitumsot the greateſt truſt were 
uſually committed to their cuſtody, as to 
iN he ſureR and moſt inviolable SauAuary, 
ay their preſence was io to convicted 


; ip for ng the Migiftrates veling their 


V 


faces when they appeat'd, and givirg. up 
ig te criminal tothe commanding intercefit= 
gi 0N of Virgin innocence. ca 

uk 3 AS for the religious orders of Virgins 
" mthe preſent Roman Church , tho ſome 
tn 8nd choſe very great abuſes have crept in ; 
wy yer I chink "were to be wiſh'd, that thoſe 
4 who ſuppreſt them in this nation, had con= 
; find themſelves within the bounds of a re- 
.; formation , by chooſing rather to reQify 
#j And reguiate, then aboliſh them. 

ui © 4. Buttho there be not among us ſuch 
. TOcieties , yet there may be Nuns who are 
y;aot Profelt, She who has devoted her 
ji Peart to God, andthe better to fecure his 
w IPcerelt againſt the moſt infinuating rival 
j Of Human Love, intends to admit none, 
., (nd praies that ſhe may not; does by 


” hoſe humble purpoſes conſecrate her ſelf 


ho God, and perhaps more acceptably, 
; then if her preſumtion ſhould make her 
,q More politive, and engage her in a yow ſhe 
 B not {ure to perform. 

"_ Burt this is a caſe does not much need 
\Aating in our Clime, wherein women are 
1 iittle tranſported with this zeal of yolun+ 


cary 
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tary Virginity . that chere ac< bu: few, 
find patience for it when neceflary, Ang 
maid is now thought ſuch a curſe, 4 
poetic fury can exceed ; look on 234, 
moſt calamicous creature in nature, 
I io far yeild co the opinion , as to conhy, 
it ſo co thoſe who are kept in that (fateigy 
g2inſt cheir wills : bur ſure che original, 
that miſ-ry is fromthe defire., not chayp 
Rraint of Marriage 2, let them but ſupy 
that once, and che other will never be thai 
infelicity. But I muſt not beio unkinlgy 
the ſex , as to think *cis alwaies ſuch 

that gives them averſion ro Cclibacy;g 
doubt not many are frighted only with|ac 
vulgar contemt under which that Rate lygh 
for which if there be no-cure , yet theng 
the fame armor againſt this which typ 
gainſt all cauſelels reproaches, viz. tom 
tema it. YetI am a little apt to belug 
there may be a prevention in the caſe; ly 
the ſuperannuated virgins-would beltigy 
themſelves wich gravity and reſervedil a 
addi themſelves to the firiftelt vertua gl 
picty , they would give the world low 
cauſe to believe , *ewas not their ned'n 
ty buc their choiſe which kept them f 
married ; that they were preengag'd# h 
better Amour 3 eſpouſed to the ſpirits 
Bridegroom : and this would givetitt 
among the ſoberer ſort ar leaſt rhe _ 


Of Virgins, © 
ace and eſteem of Macrons. Or if atter 
bj] caution and endeavor , they chance to 
Wall under the congues of mal:cious flande- 
ters ; this is no more then happens in all 
er inflances of duty : and it co':temr be 
Mo be avoided, Chriſtianity it lelt muſt be 
Ruicred, as well as virgin Chaſtity Bur if on 
Wehe other fide they endeavour to: diſguiſe 
Phheir age, by all the impoſtures and gaieties 
Ma 2 yourhful dreſs and behavior , if they 
lititl herd themſelves among the youngeſt 
Wgnd vaineſt company, betray a yong mind 
an aged body; this muſt certainly cxpole 
Yiſhem to ſcorn and cenſure. It no play, 
bigo ball , or dancing meeting can eſcape 
them, people will undoubtedly conclude, 
that they deſire to put off themlelyes to 
meet with chapmen , who ſo conſtantly 
Mkrep the fairs. 1 wiſh therefore they would 
Wmoie wniverſally try the former expedient, 
 lwhich I am confident is the beſt amulet 
Megainſt the reproach they ſo much dread, 
#and may alſo deliver them from the danger 
ef a more coftly remedy, I mean that of 
wan unequal and imprudent match , which 
many have ruſl'd upon as they have ran 
v frighted from the other , and fo by an un=- 
0 happy contradiion, do both Ray long. 
and marry haſtily, gall their neck to ſpare 
their ears, and run into the yok rather 
\ hen hear ſo (light and unreatonable a re- 
i proach, 


at 
vv (t, L, 
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proach, They reed nor, | think , by 
braided with the folly of ſuch an eledy,* 
fince their own experience 1s {to may; © 
them) bur too ſevere 2 monitor, I Ft 
not infift furcher on this, bur having gg 
the elder virgins that enfign of their Fat 
rity as to ſtand firſt in my diſcourſe. 1h ( 
now addreſs more generallyto the reſt, 4; 

6. And here the two grand elements; » 
fential tothe Virgin ſtate are Modeftyi” 
Obedience ; which, tho neceſlary lg 
yet are in a more eminent degree requi y 
here ; and therefore, tho I have ſpy 
largely of the vertu of ModeRty in thek 
part of this traA , yet it will not be imp 
tinent to make ſom farther refteRion 
it, by way of application to Virgins. 
whom modeſty ſhould appear it its hi 4, 
eft elevation » and ſhould come up! | 
Shamefacednefs. Her look, her ſpeechi 
whole behavior ſhould own an huml » 
diſtruſt of her ſelf ; ſhe is to look ont j 
ſelf, but as a novice, a probationet! « 
the world, and muſt cake this times { 
ther to learn and obſerve ; then to didtt | 
and preſcribe. Indeed there is ſcarce 1; 
thing looks more indecent , then to ( + 
young maid roo forward and confident , 
her talk. *'Tis the opinion of the wiſeml | 
Eccluſ. 32. $, that « young man ſhould ſw 
fpeak tho twice a5ked:in proportion to chr 
yi 


od 
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Yewill lure fot become a young Woman, 
whoſe ſex puts her under greater reſiraints, 
'\ co be either importunate or mag iſterial in 
Yer diſcourſe. And tho that which former 
P ages called Boldneſs, is now only Aſſu- 

ance and good breeding, yet we have ſeen 
bach bad ſuperſirutures upon that foun- 
: dation , as (ure will not muck recommend 


t Set, II. 


e 


uy adcring perſon. 
it to any con(! gp 
Mt, 7, But there is another breach of Modeſty 


Vas it relates ro Chaſtity, in which they are 
Jr 


yet more elſpeciaily concern'd, The very 
M1 4.2me of virgin imports a moſt critical nice» 
lacs in that point, Every indecent curioſity, 
I or impure fancy» is a deflowring of the 
 mind,& every the leaſt corruption of them 
gives ſome degrees of defilement tothe body 
I £00: for between the Rate of pure 1MmMacu= 
I): Jar V Irginity & arrantProſticution,there are 
Md many intermedial Reps,and ſhe that makes 
ml any of them. is ſo far departed from her firſt 
11 integricy. She that liſtens to any wanton 
el! diſcourſe » has violated herears : ſhe thar 
+1 ſpeaks any, her tongue; every immodeſt 
a glance vitiates her eye, & every the lighteſt 
4-act of dalliance leaves ſomthing of Rain & 
kt {ullage behind it» There is therefore a moſt 
in! rigorous caution requiſit herein; for as no- 
Wl thing is more clean and white thena perfe&t 
i Virginity, fo every the leaſt ſport or ſoil 
i 1s the more diſcernable. Beſides, youth is 


W for 
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for the moſt parc flexible,and eafily wy, 
into a crookedneſs, and therefore cany .c 
ſet it ſelf roo far from a temtation. Ou; q 
der bloſſoms we: are fain to skreen, . 
(helter , becauſe every unkindly air, 
and deſtroies chem 3 and nothing ca 4 
more nice and delicate then a my :1 
yeitu , which ought not to be exp-1 
to any of thoſe malignant airs which 1 
blaſt and corrupt it, of which God kw « 
there are too many , ſome that bloy 14 
within,and others from without. © 

8. Ofthe firſt ſort there is none n«! 
wiſchieyvous then Curioſity, a temta'4 
which foil'd human nature even in Pi 
dile: and therefore fure a feeble p65 
ought nor to truſt her ſelf with that wi'l 
ſubdued her better fortified parent. |" 
eruth is, ati affeRed ignorance cannotk \ 
blamable in other caſes as it is comm * 
able in chis- Indeed it is the ſureſt1/ 
moſt invincible guard, for ſhe who isa" 
ous to know indecent things , *tis odd! 
ſhe will coo ſoon and too dearly buy? 
learning. The ſuppreſſing and deteſting © 
ſuch curiofities is therefore that emit 
fundamental piece of continence I wi 
recommend to them, as that which \ 
proteRt and ſecure all the reſt. | 

9. Bur when chey have ſet this gu? 
upon themſelyes , they myſt provide 


gu 
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m (gainft forreign aſſaults coo; the moſt 
1h . dangerous whereot I cake to be i1] Com- 
it; -pany, and Idleneſs. Againſt che firſt they 
n; .mult provide by a prudent chotle of con- 
it; yerfation ; which (ſhould generally be of 
ca their own ſex 3 yetnortall of that neither, 
mi :buc ſuch who will at leaft entertain them 
x1-innocencly , if not profitably. Agairſt the 
h 1: Tecond they may ſecure themſelves by a 
kn conſtant (eries of emplojments : 1 mean riot 
; 4-(uch frivolous ones as are more idle then 

doing nothing ; but ſuch as are ingenuous, 
 n+and ſome way worth their cime, whercin 
its 148 the firſt place is to be giver to the offices 
Prof piety, fo in the incervalls of thoſe, there 
: pare divers others, by which they may not 
mi Uouſefully fill- up. che vacancies of their 

[itime 2: ſuch. are the acquiring of any of 
th Knoſe ornamental improvements which be- 
my come their quality, as Writing . Needle 
(works. Languages; Mufic,or the like. 1{f I 
$q Ahould here inſert the art of O:xconomy and 
& Houſhold Managery, 1 (hould not chink I 
i '8ffronted them in it ; that being the moſt 
ing Proper feminine buſineſs, from which nei- 
nig; ther wealth nor greatneſs can totally ab- 
waolve them ; and a little of the theory in 
4 y*their parents houſe , would much aſſiſt 

them towards the praftic when they come 


- 


9y*tO their own, In a-word there are many 


. 


de! * Parts of knowledg uſeful for civil as well 
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as divine life; and che improving thewly y 
in any of thole is a rational emploing 

10, ButT confeſs I know not howty c 
duceto that head, many of thoſe thy j 
which from divertiſments are now ſtep; c 
£0 the ſolemn buſineſs of many young], 
dies, (and I doubt of ſom old;) ſuch is inj « 
firſt place gaming,a recreation whoſely & 
fuloe(s I queſtion not, whilGt it keepsy; x 
the bounds of a recreation: but when ith 9 
up for a calling, I know nor whence itt 8 
rivs its licenſe. And a calling ſure itſeeny ( 
be with fome, a laborious one coo, ſuch 1 
they toil night 8 day at, nay do not alh * 
themſelves that remiffion -which the 
both of God & man have provided fart 
meaneſt mechanick:theSabbath is toth ! 
no day of reſt, but this trade goes on wt | 
all ſhopes are ſhut, I know not howt | 
ſatisfy chemſelves in ſuch an habitual ! 
of their time, ( beſides all the incidew ' 
faulrs ofavarice and anger ) but I mit 
doubt that plea , whatſoever ir is ,. wii | 
paſles with them , will ſcarce hold-wej | 
at his Tribunal » who has commandelt 
to 7edeem, not fling away our time, 

It. There is another thing to wh 
ſome deyote a very a conſiderable par | 
their cime » and that is the reading i * 
mances» which ſeems now to be thoup * 
the peculiar and only becoming mw 

yo 


_—COOELo—I——_— 


tl Sec, I, of Fireins, I73 
ilk young Ladies. I confels their youth may 
ts 2 lictle adapt it tO them when they were 
w childrens and I wiſh they were alwaics 
hy in their event as harmleſs ; butl fear they 
M ofcen leave ill impreſſions behind them. 
?| Thoſe amorous paſſions, which 'cis their 
Ini deſign to paint to the utmolt life , are apt 
ly to infinuate themſelves into their unwary 
wm readers; and by an unhappy inverſion, 
ith # copy (hall produce an original, When 
it} & poor young creattre (hall read there of 
mm ſome triumphant Beauty, chat has I know 
i<| ot how many captiv'd Knights profirate 
lh at her feet, (he will probably be teme 
[y ted to think ita fine thing ; and may re- 
art let how much (he loſes time that has nor 
th yer ſubdu'd one heart : and then her buſi- 
we heſs will be to ſpread her nets, lay her toils 
[th to catch ſombody , who will more fatal- 
m Iy enſnare her. And when fhe has once 
ly Wound her ſelf into an amour, thoſe Au- 
mu thors are ſubtil caſuiſts for all difficult caſes 
zh; that may occur in it, will inſtru her in 
eg We neceflary Artifices of deluding Parents 
ef? and Friends , and put her ruine perfeRly 
In her own power, And truly this ſeems 
hi; to be ſo natural a conſequent of this fort 
ns Of Rudy, that of all the divertiſements tha: 
| look ſo innocently,they can ſcarce fall upor: 
"ut any Fee hazardous. Indeed it is very 
ji difficult co imagine what yaſt miſchief 5; 
Ol I dot 
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don to the World, by the talſe notiongy | 
images of things ; particularly of Ig * 
and Honour, thoſe nobleſt concery, 
human life , repreſented in theſe Mirm | 
but when we conſider upon what priy | 
ples che Duellifts and HeCtors of the 4 4 
defend their outrages : and how erg 
devotion is paid to luſt, in ſtead of 

tuous Love; we cannot be to ſeek fori 
Goſpel which makes theſe doAringy , 
pear orthodox . 
12, As for the entertainments wh ; 
they find abroad, they may be innoq , 
or otherwiſe according a« they are 1 
naged, The common entercourſe of ( + 
Vility is a debt to Humanity , and tha ;; 
fore mutual viſits may often be neceſly 
and fo ( in ſome degree) may be ſem . 
harmleſs and healthful recreations wi -: 
may call them abroad ; for I write 
now to Nuns, and have no purpoſe toa 
fine them to a. Cloiſter. Yet on theal 

fide to be alwaics wandring, is the con © 
tion of a yagabond,and of the two 'tisl 
ter to. be a priſoner to ones home , th 
ranger. Solomon links it with ſom: 
unlaudable qualities of a woman, Pro, 7 
that ber feet abide not in ber bouſe , and! 
anunhappy impotence not to be abs 
Ray at home when there is any thinf 
be ſeen abroad; that any mask, or 
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W any jolliry of others muſt be their rack 
d and torment » if they cannot get to it; 
 Alzs, ſuch meetings are not ſo ure to be 
" ſafe, that they had need be frequent, and 
® they are of all othets leaft like to be ſafe 
A tochoſe, who much dote on them : and 
A qherefore thoſe that find they do ſo, had 
MN need co counterbials their minds , and ſet 
RM them to ſomthing better , and by more ſe=" 
4 rious encertainments ſupplant choſe yani-= 
| ties, which at the beſt are childifh, and may 
A often prove worſe ; it being too probable 
M that thoſe Dinah's which are till gadding, 
4 tho @n pretence to ſee only the daughters 
0 of the land , Gen. 34. may at laſt meet 
Gd with a (on of Hamor. 
la © 13. There is alſo another great devourer 
mM of cime (ubſervient to the former , I mean 
A dreffing : for they that Love to be ſeen 
© much abroad, will be ſure to be ſeen in the 
4 moſt exat form, And this is an emploi= 
M ment that does not ieal but challenge their 
M 'timez what they waſt here is cm Privii 
U ' lego, it being by the verdi& of this agethe 
proper bukineſs , the one ſcience -wherein 
 'a young Lady isto be perfeRtly verſt ; fo 
that now all vertuous emulation is con- 
 verted into this ſingle ambition, who ſhall 
* excel in this faculty. A vanity which L 
confeſs is more exculable in the younger 
then the elder —_ hey beirgppoſable 
2 AOL 
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not yet yet to haye ourworn the reliqy 
of their childhood , ro which toies 
gaiety were proportionable. Befidegy 
ſure allowable upon a foberer accow 
that they who deſign Marriage (hay 
give themſelyes the advantage of decy 
ornaments , and not by the neglign 
rudeneſs of their dreſs belye Nature, at 
Fender themſelyes leſs amiable then ( 
Dhas made chem. But all this-being gray 
ed, *will by no means juſtifie that exc 
five curioſity and ſolicitude , that expene 
of time and mony too which is now ule 
2 very moderate degree of all choſe yil 
ſerve for that ordinary decency which thy: 
need provide for, will keep them from th 
xeproach of an affeRed ſingularity, whid 
1$ as much as a ſober perſon need take cr 
for. And I muſt take leave to ſay, thath 
order to marriage , ſuch a moderation 
much likelier to ſucceed then the contray 
extravagance. Amony the prudenter fond 

mes T am ſure ic is, if ic be not amongti: 

looſe and vain,againſt which *will be the 

uard,. and fo do them the greater ſeryia? 
or certainly he that chuſes a wife for thok 

qualities for which a wiſe man would: 

fuſe her,underRands ſo little what marris 

5s » as portend» no great felicity to her thu, 

ſhall have him. But if they defire to Ti 


men of ſobriety and diſcretion may ar 
hs ad 
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obliged in juſtice to bring the ſame qua= ("| 
lities they expet, which will be very ill _ 
evidenced by that exceſs and yanty we 
now ſpzak of. _ 

14. For tho to ſpeak a plain (tho perhaps || 
ungrateful) truth, this (rogether with ſome” {| 
of the modiſh liberties now in uſe ) is {| 
it, which keeps ſo many young Ladies 
about the Town unmarried till they loſe | 
the epithet of young. Sober men are afraid | 

| 
| 
| 


to yenture upon a humor fo diſagreeing to 
their own, left whilſt ( according to the 
primitive reaſon of marriage ) they ſeek |} 
2 help. they eipouſe a ruine, Burt this is |} 
eſpecially dreadful toa plain CountryGen= 
tleman , who looks upon one of theſe fine 
women & 2 gaudy Idol, to whom if he 
once become a votary , he muſt ſacrifice a 
great part of fortune, and all his content. 
How reaſonable chat apprebenhon is , the 
many wracks of conſiderable families do 
too evidently atteſt. But I preſume ſome | 
of the nicer Ladies have ſuch a contemt of | 
any thing that they pleaſe to: call ruſtic, | 
that they will not much regret the avert= | 
ing of thoſe whom they ſo deſpiſe. They 

will not perhaps while they zre in purſuir 
or hopes of otners 3 but when thoſe fail, 
theſe will be lookt on as a welcome re- 
ſerve, and therefore *twill be no prudence 
to cut themſclyes off from that laſt reſort; 


I 3 leſt: 


. ceeding ſzalons; The minds of young 
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lett they (as many have don) betake thay { 
ſelves to much worſe. For as in many 
ances tis the Countrey which feeds. 

maintains the grandeur of the Town 

of all commerces there , marriage woul 

fooneſt fail.if aHRural ſupplies were cry 
I5. But I have purſued this ſpeculatia 
farther then perhaps my virgin readers wi 
thank me for ; I (hall return to that whig 
jt was brought to inforce, and beſeech they 


that if notto Men , yet to approve them 


ſelves to God, they will confine then. 
ſelves in the matter of their dreſs within th 
due l:mits of decency and (obriety. 1 hal 
not direRt them to thoſe tri rules which 
Tertullian ane ſome other of the ancient 
Pachers have preſcribed in this matter ; my 
peritioa is only that our virgins would a 
leaſt ſo take care of their bodics, as Per- 
ſors that alſo have a ſoul ; which if they 
can be purrpaces to, they may reſerve 
much of their time for more worthy uſes 
then thoſe of the Comb, the Tuillets, and 
the Glaſfe. And truly. *tis.not 2 little their 
concern todoſo, for this ſpring of theic 
age is that critical inſtantthat muſt either 
confirm or blaſt the hopes of all the -ſuc- 


peopie are uſually compared to. 2 blank 
ſheer of paper, equally capable of the be 

or the worſt impreſſions ; "tis pitty: they 
ſhould 


Ny 


) 
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ty (ould be fill'd with childiſh ſcrawls. and 
MY lie infignificant figures, but "tis (hame 
8. and horror they (hould: be .(tain'd with 
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any vicious charaRers, any blots of im= 
puricy or diſhonor, To- prevent. which 
le: the ſevereft notions of Modelly and 


th honor be carly ard deeply impreſt upon 


their ſouls, graven as with the point of a 
Diamond , that they may be as indelible 


virgin flate, 
I6. There is alſo another very requiſite 
quality , and that is Obedience. The 


younger ſort of virgins are {uppoſed to 


have parents, Or it any has bin fo unhappy 
astoloſethemearly, they commonly. are 
left in che charge of ſome friend or guar- 
dian.that is ro ſupply the placezſo that they 


cannot be toleeck to whom this obedience 


i$to be paid. And it is not more their du» 
ty then their intereſt to pay it, Youth is 


2pt tobe foolifh in its defigns , and heady” 


in the purluit of them;and there can be no- 
thing more deplorable then to have it left 
to jts telf, And therefore God , who per- 
mits noteyen the brutes to deſtitute their 
young ones till they attain to the perfeti= 
on of their kind, has puc children under 
the guidance and proteion. of their pa- 


rents, till by the maturing of their judg- | 
ments. they arc qualified to be their own 


I 4 COn= 


as they are indiſpenſibly neceflary to the 
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conduftors; Now this Obedience (-, 
that which is due to all other ſuperion| 
t3 to extend it felf to all things that are , 
ther good or indifferent , and has þ, 
clauſe of exception , but only where 
command is unſawful. And in fo wide 
ſcene of aRion there will occur 1o may 
particular occaftons of ſubmiſfion,that thy 
had need have a great reverence of thej 
parents jadgments, and difiruſt of they 
own. And if it ſhould happen that ſomy 
parents are not qualified to give them the 
formcr , yet the general imbecility of theix 
age, Will remain a conſtant ground of the 
Jatter : fo that they may fafclicr venture 
themſelves to their parents miſguidance, 
tien their owhzby how much the errors of 
humility & obedience, are leffe malignant 
then thoſe of prefumtion and arsogance. *. 
16, But this is a doftrine which will 
ſcarce pafs for orthodox with many of the 
young women of our dajes,with whom 'cis 
prejudice enough againſt the prudentcſt 
advice that it comes from their parents.'Tis 
the grand ingenuity of theſe times to turn 
every thing into Ridicule;and it a girle can 
but rally ſmartly upon the ſober admoni= 
tion of a parent, ſhe concludes (he is the 
abler perſon;takes her ſelf for a wit, and the 
other for a fop;(a bug-bear word deviſed to: 
fright all ſeriouſneſs and fobriety out of the 
World 3) 
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(z World ; ) and learns not only to diſobey 
"| but to contemy. Indeed the great confidence 
that youth now ſcems to have of its ſelf,as it 
is yery indecent, ſo 'tis extremly pernicious: 
Children that wil attemt to go alone before: 
1 their time,oft get dangerous falls;and when 
thoſe who are but little removed from chil- 
dren, ſhall caſt off the wiſer conduct of os 
thers, they oft ſadly miſcarry by their own. 
18, I know this age has fo great a con- 
temt of the former , that *tis but matterof 
ſcornto alledg any of their cuftoms, elſe I 
ji Chould fay that the liberties that are caken 
e now, would then have bin ftartled at. 
e' They that (ſhould then have ſeen a young: 
, maidrambling abroad without her Mo« 
f ther, or ſome other prudent perſon; would. 
have lookt on her as a ſitay , and thought: 
it but a neighborly office to haye brought: 
ner home; whereas now *ctis a rarity to: | 
ſee them in atty company graver then 
themſelves, and (he that:goes: wich - her” 
parent ( unlefs it be ſuch a parent as isas: + 
, wild as her ſelf) thinks ſhe does but walk: 
> abroad with her jailor- Bur ſure there: 
are no ſmall miſchiefs;, that attend this lis: 
berty, for it leaves: them perfeily to this: 
chOiſe of their company, a- thing of too» 
| weighty an importance for giddy heads to: 
; oeterimn ; who will be-ſureco eleR ſuchas: 
aze of their own humor , wich whom ibey? 
15 mayy 
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may keepup a traffic of little impertineng 
and trifling entertainments; and ſo by cy. 
ſequence condemn. therſelyes never- 4 
grow Wiler,which they might do by an» 
genuous converſation, Nay tis well if 
negative ill be the worſt,for it gives opp. 
tunity to any that have ill deſigns upm 
them. It will be eaſy getting into their com 
pany ,. who have no guard to keep any be. 
dy out , and ascaly by little compliancy 
and fiatteries to. infinuate into their good 
graces , who have not the ſagacity to dif. 
cern to-what inſidious purpoleschoſe blan, 
dilfkments aredireRted ; & when they onc 
begin:co nibble artthe bait, to-be pleaſed 
with the Court(hip, 'tis great odds they.do 
not eſcape the hook... 

19: Alas how. many: poor- innocent 
creatures have bin thus indiſcernibly. en» 
/nared:; have at fiift perhaps only liked the 
wit and raillery, perhaps the language and 
addreſs,then the freedom and good human; 
"till: at laſt: they. come to like the perſqn, 
It is therefore a moſt. neceflary caution'for 
young. women ,. not to truſt too mucho.) 
their own condu&, but:to own their de- 
pendance. on thoſe, to whom God and 
nature has ſubjected them, and to look on: 
it.not as their-reſtraint and burden , but as 


their (helcer- and ProteRion. For. where: | 
ance. the- autority- of. a- parent. comes: 4 


>= 
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be deſpis'd , tho in the lighteſt initance, it 
laies the foundation of utmoſt diſobedt= 
ence, She that will not be preſctib'd to in 
the choiſe of her ordinary diverting com= 
pany, Willles be ſo in chufing the fixt 
companion of her life ; and we find it often 
eventually true , that thoſe who govern. 
themſelves in the former, will not be go= 
verned by their friends in the latter , but by. 
pre-engage ments of their own, prevent 
their eleEtions for them, | 


20. And this is one of the higheſt injuries- 


they can do their parents, who have ſuca- 
a native right in them , that *tis no lefs- an 
irjufice then diſobedience 'to diſpoſe: of 
themſelves without them. This right of. 
the parent is ſo undcubred , that we find 


God himſelf gives way to it, and will not. 


ſuffer the moſt holy pretence, no not that of; 
a Vow, to invade it, as we may fee his: 
own ſtating ofthe caſe, Numb. 30, How: 
witlhethen refcntic, to have his ſo in» 
diſpenſible a Law violated upon the im» 


pulſe of an impotent paſſion . an amorous: | 


j 


inclination?Nor js the folly leſs then the nz: 
they injure and afflit their parents, but: 
they generally ruine and undo themſelves. 
And that upen a double account, if as» | 
© the {cular part-Thoſe that are ſo rafh as> | 
© maxe1ſuch matches, cannot be imagin= | 
ed !9 provident as to £xamine how agree=- | 


2 did 


| 
; 


| 
| 
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any thing beyond the marriage. Th 


thoughts of their future temporal condi | 


ons ( like thoſe of the eternal ) can findy 
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able*cisto their intereſt ; or co contriveſy « 


room amid{t their fooliſh raptures ; butz | 
if love were indeed' that Deity which th | 


Poets feigned , they depend on it for al, 
and take no farther care, And event dog 


deceitfuineſs of that truſt; love being ſo un. 
able to.ſupportthem, that it cannot main- 
tain its ſelf but quickly. expires whien. i 
has brought the lovers jnto thoſe ſtrait 
from whence it cannot reſcu them. So thx 


indeed it. does. but play the decoy with} 


them, brings them. into the nooſe and then 
retires.. For when ſecular wants begin to 
pinch them;a1l che tranſports of their kind+ 


bt 
_— 
. 


neſs do uſually conyert into mutual qa 


ſations, for. having made each other mix 


fſcrable, 


21. And indeed” there is no reaſon to 


expe any. becrec event, becauſe in the 


ſecond' place they forfeit their title to thi 


of the capacity-to asK it, it being #:ridicul- 
ous impudence to beg God to proſper tit 
tranſgreftions of his law. Such weddings 
ſeem to invoke onely ſom of the Poetic 


Romantic D:ities, Venus and Hymen, . from 


whence they. derive a-happinels as ftAiti- 


QUs: 


| 


commonly too ſoon inſtrut them in th + 


) ed. a 


| 


divine blefling;nay.cthey put themſelves ou. ? 


| 
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eh ous a3 are the Gods that are to ſend it, Let 
\ all Virgins therefore religiouſly obſerve 
this pare of Obedience to their parents, that 
Ih they may notonly have their benediftion 
tz bur Gods. And to that purpoſe let this 
be laid as. a fundamental rule , that they 
never hearken to any propoſal of marriage 
mede them from any other hand ; but 
when any ſuch oyerture is made, divert 
t the addreſs from her ſelf and direR itto. 
it» her parents , which will be the beſt ceft 
kt imaginable for any pretender ; for if he 
know himſelf worthy of her, he will not 
It, fearto ayow his deſign to them : and there- 
th} fore if he decline that, 'tis a certain ſymp- 
en rom he is conſcious of ſoraching; that he 
knows Will notgive a valuable conſidera» 
tion ; {o that this courſe will repel no 
ſuitor but ſuch as it is their intereſt not to. 
admit. Beſides tis moſt agreeable to the vitro 
gin modeſty , which ſhould make mar- 
riage an at rather of their obedience then 
their choiſe ; and: they: that think their 
iriends too ſlow paced in the matter, and 
ſeek to out-run them , give cauſe to ſuſpeR 
they are {purr'd on by ſomwhat too warm 
defies. 
] - 22, Bit a3 a Daughter 1s neither to anti- 
 Clpate, nor contradict the will of her Pa- 
. . Tent. ſo(tohang the ballance even ) I muſt: 
\ fay (he is not obligedto force ker own, by 
mari y=- 
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marrying where (he cannot love 3 foray . 

gative voice in the caſe is [ure as much pp 
child*s right as the Parent's. It is true); 

ought well co examine the grounds ofg 
averſion , 2nd if they prove only or pu 
and fanciful, ſhould endeayor to cont 4; 
them by reaſon and ſober confideratiq x 
but if after all ſhe cannot leave to ha © 
Ithink (he (ſhould not proceed to man 
I confeſs I ſee not. how {he can withou! « 
ſacrilegious hypocrifie, vow ſo ſolemn x 
to love were {he at the infant actually ab ; 
bors : and where the married ftate is by * 
gun with fucha perjury , tis no Wonk . 
to find it continued on at the ſame rate;thy.. 


other parts of the vow be alſo violated; 


and that ſhe obſerve the negative part w 
more then the poſitive, and as little for 
ſake others, as ſhe does heartily. cleaver 
her hus band, T fear this is a conſequene 
whereof there are roo many ſad inſtanas 
how extant ; fortho doubtleſs, thereat 
ſome Vertues which will hold out agaial 
all the temtations cheir averfions can gilt, 
nay which do at laſt even conquer thok 
averfions ». and render their duty as cakes 
they have kept it ſafe ;-yer we find there att 
buc ſome that do ſo : that: it isno inlepat- 
able property of the ſex:, and therefore it! 
ſure-roo hazardous an experiment. for: ay 
of them to Venture ON». 


23:And 


( TN. I, of 4 ILATED 1387 


4 


. 23, Andifchey may nor upon the more 
K 


hy aencrous motive of Obedience, much leſs 
i may they upon the worſe inducements of 
th .Avarice and Ambition ; far a woman to 
ld make 2 vor tothe man,and yet intend on- 
mJy co marry: his fortune » or his title, is 
it the baſeſt infincerity, and ſuch as in any: 
| pther kind of civil contrafts , would not 


21 only have the infamy but the puniſhment 


Ui of a cheat. Nor will it ac all ſecuretherp, 
wh that this is only fiable to Gods tribu- 


ab nal, for that is not like to make the doom 


bs leſs but more heavy, it being as the A= 
dy -poſtle witneſſes , a fearful thing to fall in- 


by .co the bands of the living God, Heb. 20 31» 


d; 
0 


of: 


Ina word , marriage is Gods ordinance, 


and (ſhould be confider'd as ſuch ;. nor. 
made a ſtaleto any unworthy deſign. And: 
 itmay-well be preſum'd one cauſe why ſo. 


few matches are happy » that they- are not 
built upon a right foundation. 
are grounded upon wealth, ſome on beay= 
ty, too ſandy bottoms God knows to 


raiſe any faſting felicity on : whilſt in the- 
interim, vertu and piety, the only (olid: 
Baſis for that ſuperſtruure, are ſcarce- 
ever confider'd. Thus God is commonly: 
ieft out of the conſultation. The Lawyers: 
are reſorted ro, to fecure the ſetlements , all. 


ſorts of Artificers-to make up the equipage, 


but he is neither. adyis'd With as tothe mo». 
LLYES, 


Some 
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tives, nor ſcarce ſupplicated as to the © 
of wedding, Indeed tis a deplorable (, 
to ſee with what lightneſs and: uncong. 

.edneſs young people go tothat weight, 

action of their lives, that a marriage dy, 

but a kind of Bacchanal , a more lice, 

avowed: revel, when if they duly caj., 
der'd it, *tis the hinge upon which their; 
ture life moves , which turns them oye q 
a happy or miſerable being; and thereſy n 
ought to be enter'd upon with the greatd .. 
ſeriouſneſs and:deyotion. Our Church 4 : 
yiſes excellently in the preface to math. . 
mony , and wiſh they would not oh , 
give it the hearing arthe time , but makeyy 
their ludy a good while before : yea and, 
the matriage- vow too, which 1s ſo ftiit, 
and awfula bond, that methinks they hal-; 
need well weigh every branch of it,erethy | 
enter it; and by the ferventeft prajen, 
implore that God, who is the witneſſ, , 
to be their aflitant coo in-its- petlor | 
INANnCTs | 
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ft 
ll A ND now having conduRted the vir- 
in, ein to the entrance of another ſtate 
M3 muſt ſhift the Scene and attehd her thi- 
ther alſo. And here ſhe is lanched into a 
al vide ſea, that one relation of a wife draw-= 
ae ing after it many others : for as ſhe eſpoul* 
h 6 che man,ſo ſhe does his oþligations alſo 3 
M 4nd wherever he by ties of nature or al- 
RePFance ows a reverence or kindneſs , ſhe is 
90 lefs a debtor- Her matriage is an a- 
doption into his family , and therefore ſhe 
tal-5; toevyery branch of it to pay what their 
ey Rations there do reſpeRively require : to 
M Jefine which more particular, would be a 
ſl yro1k of more length then profit. I (hall 
MP therefore canfine the preſent confiderati- 
Gn 20 the relation (he ſtands in to her huſ- 
dand, and { wht is uſually concomitant 
With that) her children, and her ſervants, 
and {ofhall confider iter in the three capa» 
Cities of a Wife, a Mother,and a Miſtreſs. 
F-""2, th that of a Wife her duty has ſeveral 
 aſpets, as it relates , firft ro his Perſon, 
fcondly to his Reputation, rhirdly to his 
Fortince The firſt debt to his perſon is 
Love, 


td 
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«6 4 | 


190 The Ladies Callins, Patil, 
Love , which we find ſet as tne prime, 
ticle in the marriage vow ; and indeedi6- 
is the moſt cflential requiſite ; with 
this "tis o1rly a Bargain and Compa 
Tyranny perhaps on the mans part , ah: 
Slavery on the womans, 'Tis Love w;þ 
that cements the bearts, and Whcrethg 
unian is wanting, *tis but a ſhadow. aq.gi 
Caſe of marriage. Therefore as it i$ Veryy.a 
ceſlary to bring ſome depree of this, totdy: 
Stare ;, lo'tis noleſs to maintam and 
prove itin ic, T-:1s is ir which facili 
all other durirs of marriage ; makes th 
yoke fit ſo light: 1y,chat it rather pleaſes 
galls. It (hould cixcrefore be the W's 
Wf ives to preſerve t.:is lame z. that like 


veſtal fire it may never go out 2 and tony 


end carcfully co guard ic from all: thatt 
things which are nacurally apt to ext | 
guiſh it zof which kind are all frowarda(t 
and little perverſneſs of bumior + all fulw 
and morole behavior, which by taking 
from the delight and complacency of ay4 
verſation, will by degrees wear off. 

3. But of all I know nothing mo 
dangerous then that unhappy paſbone 
Tealouſy which tho *tis ſaid to be the chil 
of love, yet like the viperits birth is the 
tain deſtruction of the parent, As ” 
fore they muſt be ricely careful to o 


| 
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elabeir husbands no color , no leaſt unbrage 
dior it ; fo ſhould they be as reſolute to re- 
his7 21! that occurs-to themſelves, be fo far 


& from that buſy curioſity , that induſtry to 


find cauſes of ſuſpicion 3 that even where 
hghcy preſented themſelves , they ſhould 
'heavert the confideration ; put the molt can= 
Lagid conftruRtion upon any doub:fu] acti- 
Jaan, And indeed charity in this inſtance, 
dthþas not more of the Dove then of the Ser- 
| want, It is infinitly the wiſeſt courſe, 
ligSoth in relation to her preſent quiet, and 
$ ther future innocence, The entertaining a 
_=_ fancy, is the admitting the moſh 
dsetreacherous the moſt diflurbing inmate in 
thee World, and (he opens her breaf? © 
tha fury that lets it in» Tis certainly one of 
hafghe moſt enchanting frenfics imaginable, 
tio Keeps her alwaies in a moſt refile(s impor= 
ef tunate (ſearch after that which {he dreads 
land abhors to find , and makes her equally 
d&milerable when ſhe is injured , and when: 
uHhc is-not. 
#.* 4. And as(he totally loles her eaſe, fo 
ris odds but (be will part alſo with ſome 
ondegrees of her innocence. Jealouſy is come 
1Emoniy attended with a black train ; it mu- 
bik ficrs all the forces of our iraſcible part , to 
epaber its quarrel 5 Wrath and Anger, Ma» 
myce and Revenge : and by how much the 
jntemale impotence tO. govern thoſe paſ= 
Ke ions: 
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frons is the greater ; (o much the mores 
gerous is it to admit that which wills 
furely fetthem in an uprore. For if Feagy, 
be as the wiſe man ſaies the rage of a mar 
Prov. 6. 32. we may well think it myo: 
the fury,the madneſs of a woman ; andfgh 
deed all ages have given tragical inflayo: 
of it» tot only in the moſt indecent firy.( 
neſs and clamor, but in the ſolemn o.4 
chiets of atual revenges. Nay "cis wiv 
doubted there have bin ſorne whoſe muhþ 
has rebounded , and have ruined tha] 
ſelves m ſpight 3 bave bin adulterous) þ 
way of retaliation : and taken more ſea { 
dalous liberties then choſe they complangy 
of in their husbands. And when ſucha 1 
ormous effects as theſe are the iſſues * 
Jealouſy ; ir ought tro keep women out | 
ſtricteſt guard againſt it. EY 
5. But perhaps it may be ſaid thatſo 
are not left co their J:alouly and a 
jeRtures 3 but have more demonſiratn 
proofs, In this age 'tis indeed no (iran 
thing for men to publith their ſin as Soi 
and the offender does ſomtimes not diſco 
but boaſt his crim- Inthis caſe I conſt 
*twill be ſcarce pofſible to disbelieve him 
but even here a wife has this advantaf: 
that ſhe is out of the pain of Suſpence;lh 
knows the utmoſt, and therefore is now 
[efure co conyert. all that induſiry wil 
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ee would have uſed for the diſcovery , to 
wikforcify her ſelf againſt a known calamity 3 


tie hich ſure ſhe may as well do in this as in 
Fo other 3 2 patient Submiſſion being the 


bone Catholicon in all diftrefles ; and as 
dhe lighteſt can overwhelm us if we add 
iayour own impatience cowards our finking 3 
ien-ſo che greateſt cannot: if we deny it that 
a-4id. They are therefore far in the wrong, 
t--wyho in caſe of this injury puriue their huſ= 
uhþands with virulencies and reproches. 
ha-This is as So/omox ſaies, Pro. 25. 20, The 
ub powring vinegar upon niter, applying corro= 
(an fives when balſoms are moſt needed : 
ingwhereby they not only increaſe their own 
a ſmart, but render the wound incurable, 
$( They are not thunders and earthquakes, 
| d but ſoft gentle rains that cloſe the (cifſures 
ofthe ground ; and the breaches of Wed- 

on lock will never be cemented by Rtorms and 
cor loud outecries. Many men have bin made 
ty worſe, bur {carce ever any better by it ; for 
nj guilc covers nothing more then an oppor- 
# tunicy of recriminating 3 and where the 
«> husband can accuſe the wives bitterneſs, 
fe! he thinks he needs no other apology for his 
fg 6. A Wiſe Diſhmulation , or very calm 
ſh notice is ſure the likelieſt means of reclaim 
1 ing, for where men have not wholy put off 
: Humanity , thre is a native compaſſion 
LO 
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to a meek ſufferer, We have natuwſ,' 
{ome regret to (ce a Lamb under the kw ; 
whereas the impatient roaring of a Only p: 
diverts our pitty z ſo that patienceiing y 
cale is as much the intereſt as duty dh &: 
- 7. But there is another inflance why «: 
in that vertu .has yet a ſeverer trial, y « 
that is, when a Wife lies under & ic 
cauſeleſs jealoufies of the husband,: (1G h 
cauſleleſs , for if they be juſt, *tis naw r 
wuch-a ſeaſon far patience as for;tepis | 
tance and reformation.) This.is ſuregy c 
of che greateſt calamities that can-be&il x 
a vertuous woman » who as ſhe accouth} 1 
nothing {o dear as her loyalty and by 
nor; ſo thinks no felicity can equal. they 
perling of thole ; eſpecially when *cis-fron 
him , to whom fhe has bin the moſt 
citous to approve her ſelf. Yer God ww 
permits nothing but what he direRs 
ſome wiſe and gracious end, has an over 
ruling hand in this as well as in all oe 
events of life; and cherefore it becor 
every woman in that condition , to. ex > 
mine ſtrictly what ſhe has don to pro 
yoke (o ſevere a ſcourge; for tho her hemt 
condemts her not of any falſeneſs to her 
husband, yet probably it may of many 
difloyalties to her God , and then ſhe'iy 
humbly to acecpt even of*this traducine 
0 
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nllaf her innocence, as the puniſhment of her 
iniquity , and bear it with the ſame tem=- | 
ah per wherewith David did the unjuſt re= 
wi vilings of Shimei, 2 Kings 16. Io, Let bim 
& £1, for the Lord bath bidden bin, : 

'; $8, And when (hehath mad: this pett- 
tent refleRtion on her real guilcs , (he may 
Md theo wich more courage encounter thoſe 
& imaginary ofhes which are charged on 
& her ; wherein (he is to ule all prudent and 
q regular means for her juſtification , that 
& being 2 debr (he ows totruth, and her 
& own fame; bur if after all , the ſuſpicion 
W remains (ill fixed as (commor:ly thoſe 
th? which are the moſt unreaſonable are the 
gf moſt obſtinate) ſhe may ill ſolace her lelf 
oi in her integrity, and Gods approbation of 
it» Nor ought he to think her ſeIf defo- 
late » that has her appeal open to heaven. 
' Therefore whilſt ſhe can look both inward 
and upward with comfort, why ſhould ſhe 
chuſe to fix her eies only on the objeR of 
her grief ; and whilſt her own complaint 
1s of defamation , why ſhould (he fo diſ- 
honor God , and a good conſcience, as to 
ſhew any thing can be more forcible to 
 oppreſs, ther they are to relieve and (up= 
port? And if (he may not indulge to 


griet, much leſs may ſhe to arger, and 
Ditternels. 
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9. Indeed it (he confider how pay 
2 paſſion jealouſie is, her husband yþ1 , 
more need her pitty , who tho he beuny | 

wo her, is yet cruel to himſelf ; and as 
do not uſe to hate and malign thoſe Luy. 
tics who in cheic fits beat their friends, w/ | 
cut and gaſh themſelves, but rather ny | 
it Our care to Put all harmful engingq 
of their way ; ſo ſhould the wife noth 
ſpitefully ruminate upon the injury , by 
wiſely co contrive to avert his temtatiny. 
to more 3 by denying her ſelf even t& 
moſt innocent liberties, if (he ſee they di 


fatisfie him, 1 know there have bin (a; 


4: 
[--1 


of another opinion, and as it they though) 


jealouſie were to be cured by majoruts' 
on, have in an angry contemt don thing” 
to inflame it; put on an unwonted frees 
dom and jollity , to fhew their husband 
how litcle they had ſecur'd themſelves b 
their diſtruſt; Bur this as it is no Chriſt» 
an, ſo I conceive it is no prudent expedient 
it ſerves to ſtrengthen not only the hul 
bands ſuſpition. bur his party too,and mak: 


many others of his mind ; and *tis a link 


to be feared , that by ufing foto brave th: 
Tealoufie, they may at laſt come to verift 
it, I have bin che longer on this then, 
becauſe as Jealoufic is the moſt fatal peſts 
a married life, ſo I think it more ordinaril 


occurs among people cf quality, and wi 
| the 


abs 
'! 


SeR, II, of Wives, 197 
i the worlt and molt durable effects ; yer 
F' whatever pretences people may talk hence, 

the marriage vow is too faſt a knot to be 
looſened by fancies and chimeras 3 let a _ 
woman therefore be the perſon ſuſpeRing 
or ſuſpeRed, neither will abſolve her from 
that loye to her huzband (he has ſworn to 


7 

ef 

"E) 
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\ 
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Io. But alas what hope is there that 
t theſe greater temptations ſha!l be refſted, 
« when we ſee every the ſlighteſt diſguft is 
tt now adays teo Rrong for the matrimonial 
4 loves nay indeed ie does of courſe fall off 
Mm; it ſelf, which is an event ſo intch expeRed, 
6) thac *tis no wonder to ſee it expire with the 
ts firſt circuit of the moon; but it is every bo 
* dies admiration to ſee it laft one of the ſun; 
and ſomtimes it vaniſhes ſo cleerly , as noc 
toleave fo much as a ſhadow behind its 
not ſo much as the formalities of marriage: 
þ One bed, one houle cannot hold them, as 
it they had bin put together like caſe-ſhot 
nagun, only that they might the more 
, forcibly ſcatter ſeveral waies. Nay as 
if this were defigned and intended in 
the firſt addreſſes unto marriage, a ſepa- 
rate mLintenance is 'of courſe aforchand 
me; Contracted for, and becomcs as ſolemn 
(1 a part ofthe ſettlement, as a Jointure is: 
*:4tarch obſerves of the arcient Romans, 
K nat 
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chac for 230, years after founding of the 
Kare., there never was one example g 
any married couple that ſeparated: it is ug 
likely they could have a. more bindi 

torm of marriage then ours is,the ire 


mult lie between their veracity and og 
= falſeneſs. 
& It, But even amoneſt thofe who du 
£ach other, too many do mutually fl 
from that entireneſs and affeRtion whichj 
the ſoul of marriage 5 and to help onth 
declination, there are faſhionable Maxiny 
taken up, to make men aud their wing 
the greateſt ſtrangers to each other. Thy 
*:;3s pronounced a piece of Breedings.4 
fign of countrey Gentlemen , to (ſeg,1 
mat go abroad with his own wife ( I ſup 
poſe thoſe who brought up theſe rulx 
are not to ſeek what uſe to make of them) 
and were the time of the moſt of the mv- 
difh couples computed , *©would be foutd 
they are but few of their waking houn 
a (I might ſay minutes) together ;-6 
that if nothing elſe meer deſtecude andin 
' ,, _ zermiffian of converſation muſt needs alla: 
The | if notquite extinguiſh their kindneſs: Bu 
Nat I hope there are yet many who do na 
ul think the autority of a faſhion greater thet 
{8 thar ofa vow and ſuch will ill chinkt 
48 their duty both co own and cheriſh By 
4 ind: 
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kindnels and affection they haye ſo 1ſo- 
lemnly promis d. 

I \ Anadiet debt to the perſoh of a huſ= 
band is Fidelicy : for as ſhe has eſpouſed 
all his incereſts, ſo ſhe is obliged to be true 
tothem, to keep all his ſecrets, to inform 
of his dangers, yea and in a mild and 


faults. This is the moſt genuine aA of 
friendſhip ; therefore (he who is placed in 


the neereft and moſt intimate degree of thac 


relation,muſt not be wanting in it. She that 
lies in his boſom ſhould be a kind of ſe- 
cond conſcience to him, by putting him 


in mind both of his duty and his aberrati- 


ons » and a: long as ſhe can be but patients 
ly heard, tis her fin ro omit it ; 18 the 
preateſt treachery to his nobleſt . to his 
immortal part , and ſuch as the moſt offie 
cious cares of his other intereſts can never 
expiare, Nay indeed (he is unfaithful to 
her (elf in it, there being nothing that does 
ſo much ſecure the happineſs of a Wife as 
the verwu and piety of the husband, Yet, 
tho this is tO haye her chiefcſt care, as be= 
ing his principal intereſt , ſhe is to ne- 
glect none of the inferior , but contribute 


ner utmoſt to his adyantage in all his con» 
CCrnss 
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gentle manner to admoniſh him of his 
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13. Beyond all theſe the matrimonial! 
fidelity has a ſpecial notion as it relates to. 
the Bed, and is that the wife is to be moſt. 
ſeyerely ſcrupulous, and never to admit ſo 
much as a thought or imagination , much |, 
lefle any parly or treaty contrary to her 
loialty. Tis crue wantonneſfle is one of the 
fouleſt blots that can Rain any of the ſex ; 
bur *cis infinitly more od1ous in the matri- 
ed» it being in them an accumulation of 
crimes; perjury added to uncleannels, the 
infamy of their family {uperſtruAed upon - 
their own, and accordingly all lawes haye 
made a difference in their puniſhments ;_ 
Adulkery was byGods own award puniſht , 
with death among the Jews, Levit. 20, 
10. And it ſeems ſo agreable to natural 
Juſtice, that divers other nations did the 
like ; and I know no reaſon , but the dife 
ficulty of dereRion, that ſhould any where. 


. give ita milder ſentetice- The Son of 5St= 


rach has excellently deſcrib'd the ſeve« 
ral gradations of the guilt, Fccluſ. 23. 1, 
which I ſhall defire the Reader to conſult : 
which who ſo does muſt certainly wonder : 
at tie Alchimy of this age , that from ſuch 
2 maſs of ſhame and infamy can extra 
matter of confidence,that thoſe who lie un- 
der ſo many brands and ſtigmas, are (o far | 


from hiding their faces , that none (hew - 
them 


. _——__ 
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them with ſo much boldneſs ; and the affu- 
rance of the guilty far exceeds that of che 
:nnocent. But impudence is a fletider ſhel= 
ter for guilt, and ſerves racher to betray 
then hide ; ſo that they are not able to out= 
face the opinions of men , much lefle can 
they the judgments of God ; who as He 
was ſolemnly invok'd as witnefle to their 
vow , ſo by his omnipreſence is againlt 
their wills a witneſs roo of its yiolations. 
14. Another duty to the perſon of the - 
husband is obedience, a word of a very 
harſh ſound in the ears of ſome wives , bur 
is certainly the duty of all : and that not 
only by their pronniſe of it, tho that were 
ſufficient; but from an original of much 
older date , it being the mult that was 
laid upon the firſt womans diſobedience to 
God , that (Ie ( and all derived from her ) 
(hould be ſubjeR to the huzband; fo that 
the contending for ſuperiority, 1s an attemt 
to reverſe that fundamental law , which 
is almoſt as ancient as the World. But ſure- 
ly God with whom there is no ſhadow of 
change, will not make aRts of repeal to ſa- 
tisfie the petulancy of a few maſterleſs wo- 
men : That ſtatute will till Rand in force, 
and if it cannot awe them into an obſer= 
vance, will not fail to confign them to pus 
nilhment, And indeed this fault is com- 
K 3 moriy 
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have had, ifthey had not Grugled for it, 
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monlyiics own lictor , and does anticipay' 
(tho not avert) its final doom, the impery 
ouſneſs of a woman does often raiſe thoſ 
ſtorms , wherein her felf is (hipwrack'd, 
How pleaſantly might many woman hayw 
lived if they had not afteRed dominiof 
Nay how much of their will might thy 


For let a man be of never ſo gentle a tempy 
( unleſs his head be ſofter then his heart) 
ſuch a uſurpation will awake him to afleh 
his right. But if he be of a ſowr ſevere ns 
ture, if he have as great a deſire of rule & 
ſhe, backt with a much better title, whit 
tempeſt, what Hurricanes nuſt two fud 
oppolice winds produce ? And at laſt '& 
commonly the wives lot , after an uncts' 
ditable 114Juſt war, to make as diſadvants 

peous a peace; this ( like all other ine 
feQive rebellions) ſerving to Araiten hy * 
yoke, to turn an ingenuous ſubjeRtion w- 
to a Aavith ſervitude: fo that certamly1. 
is not only the vertue , but the wiſdom & 
wives to do that upon Guty , which at lf 


they muſt (with more unſupportable cit 


cutnſtances) do upon neceſlty. 

15, And as they ow theſe ſeyerals toth 
perſon of the husband , ſo there is alſo? 
debt to his reputation. This they are to bt 
extremely tender of, to adyance it, by. 

making 
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© making all that is good in him as conſpicu- 
i ous, as public as they can; ſetting his 
worth in the clecreft light, but putting 
his infirmities in the ſhade , caſting a veil 
upon thoſe to skreen them from the eies of 
others, nay ( as far as is poflible )) from 
» - their own too; there being nothing ac- 
it, quir'd to the wife by contemplating the 
husbands weakneſſe , but a temtation of 
deſpiſing him 3 which tho bad enough in 
* itlelt, is yet renderd worſe by that train of 
 - miſchievous conſequences which uſually 
&. attend it. In caſe therefore of any notable 
+ imperfections in him, ber (afeft way will 
; - be coconſider them no farther then fhe car 
| be inftrumental to the curing them ; bu: to: 
divert from thoſe, and refleAt upon her 
\ * own, which perhaps if impartially weigh- 
ed,may ballance,if not overpois his. And' 
indeed thoſe wives who are aptto blaze 
their husbands faults, do ſhew thatthey 
have either litle adverted to- their own ;, or 
eiſe find them ſo great, thatthey are forced: 
to that art of diverſion, and ſeek in his in- 
famy to drown theirs. But that proje& is: 
a iittle unlucky, for nothing does in ſo- 
hk ber judges create greater prejudice to a wo=- 
ow man then to ſee her forward in impezchs» 
bk ing her husband, 


K 4 26, Bur 


far is ſaid to haye requir'd of his wife 
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16, But befides this immediate tends < 
nefle of his reputation » there is anotherh f 
way of reflection, which conſiſts in a cap -t 
that ſhe her ſelf do nothing which maym, vy 
dound to his difhonor + there is ſo- rid þ 
union between a man and his wiſe , thij 8 
the law counts them one perſon , and com, I 
ſequently they can have no divided inte: -4 
rclt , fo that the misbehavior of the wo # 
man refleAts ignominiouſly on the man; / 
it therefore concerns them as well upa « 
their busbands as their own account , t | 
abſtain even from all appearance of eyl 
and provide that themſelves be ( what Ce 1 


not only withouc guilt, but without ſcan 
dal allo, | 'K 
'7. Another part of the wives duty te 1 
lates to her husbands torture, the tnanags * 
ment whereof is not ordinarily the wive 
province , but where the husband thinks ' 
fit co make it ſo» (he is oblig'd to adminh * 
fer n® with her beft care and induſtry; 
not by any negle& of hers to give others - 
opportunity of defrauding hina, yet on the 
other (ide not by an immoderate- tenacity 


or gtiping, to bring upon him and het 


ſelf the reproch , and which is worſe the - 
curſe that attends exaRtion and oppreſ 


fion. But this is not uſually the wives 
. field 


þ 

k Sect, IT, of Wives, 203 
© field of action , tho he that (hall conſider 
4 .the deſcription which Solomon gives of a 
rk, Vertuous wife,Prov, 21. will be aptto think 
& hcr Province is not ſo narrow and conhin'd, 
iy as che humor of the age would repreſent 
m it. He tells us that [he ſeeks Wool and flax 
6 42d works diligently with her bands ; that ſhe 
0 #5 like the merchants ſhips, and brings her 
n; Food from far, That ſhe conftders a field and 
a #4yes it, and With the fruit of her hands 
hy Flants a Vineyard , &e, And left this 
ji thould be imagin'd ro be the charaRter of 
4 a mean country Dame, he addes that 
fo ber houſhold is clethed in ſcarlet, and that 
ng ber husband ſits among the Elders of the land. 
+ Ir wereealſy togive inſtances from hiſto» 
ro Ty of the advantages, menage and aGtive 
6 indufiry of wives, not only in fingle 
9 perſons, but whole Nations. But no- 
ſy. thing can be more pregnant. then thar 
1 among the Romans: in the very height and 
7; Houriſh of the Empire, Auſtus himſelf 
as Scarce Wore any thing but of the Manufatture 
he of bis Wife , bis Siſter , daughters and nieces, 
ty 28 Suetonius aſſures us. Should the pay 
of Iilies of v4Y fields , Which neither ſow nor 
he ſÞin,, nor gather into barns be exemted 
f. from furniſhing others, and lefc to cloth: 
es themſelves, *tis to be doubred they would 
Id reverſe our Sayiors Parallel of Solomons 
K 5 tories; 
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glaries, and no beggar in all his rags Wl - 
be araied like one of theſe, Luc. 12.27. - | 
13. But we wili be yet more kind, ay * 
impoſe only negative thrift on the wify | 
not to walt and embezle her husbawh 4 
eſtate, but to confine her expences withi 
ſuch limits as they can eaſily admit j4 : 
caution which if all women bad obſey : 
ed, many noble Families had been py- / 
ſery'd , of which there now remains y + 
other memorial but that they fell a ſacrif 
to the profuſe yanity of a woman ; and! - 
fear this age is liketo provide many mg 
ſuch monuments for the next. Our Lady 
as if they ecuulated the Roman Luxy - 
( which Seneca and Pliny deſcribe with 
much indignation)do ſomtimes wear abou 
them the revenues of a rich family 3: al. 
thoſe that cannot reach to that, (hew hex 
much *cis agair.ſt their wills they fall low. 
er, by the vaſt variety and exceſs of ſud 
things as they can poſſhbly compaſs; 
much extravagance not only in their om. 
dreſs , bur that of their houſes and-apath 
ments, as if their vanity like the Ie 
profie we read of Lev. 24. had infedtd 
the very walls. And indeed *tis a 
ſpreading fretting one, for the furniture 


conſumes the houſe, and the houſe cov 
ſumes.ths land ; ſothat if ſom Genvews 
W 


in ſuch Toyes as did himno good, Wo-+ 


rl 


x gaudy) trifles.. 


town, that forge of vanity, which- ſup« 
plies a perpetual ſpring of new temtati- 


where the ground of their Nay: is their du- 


betray them to 11] , for temtations are moſt: 


themſelves out of their proper road... And 


and yet will ſpend it no where but at Lon- 
don, which ſeems co carry ſomthing of ops 


ncyer cauſes their lor to tall, as the: Plate 
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KW -were to calculate their eftates , they might 
- reduce all to the inventory of Scop1as the: 
th The/] alian, who profeſt his «ll lay only 


þ men are now skillfull Chymiſts , and 
by can quickly curn their husbands earth in- 


Fi 


to Gold : but they purſue the experiment 
too far, make that Gold too voiatile, and: 
#- ler it all vapor away in infgnificant {tho 


19. Nor is it ever like to be otherwiſe: 
with thoſe that immoderaily affect: the: 


-ons. Tis true there are ſome Ladies who- 
are neceſſarily engaged co be there :: their” 

husbands emploiments or fortunes have 
. markt that out as their proper ſtation, and: 
'ty, there 1s more reaſon to hope it will not: 
apt to aſſault to ſtragglers, thoſe that put: 
truly I ſee not who can more properly -be 
ſaid to: be ſo, then thoſe: women whoſe: 
means of ſubGſtence lies: in the Countrys. 


poſition to Gods- providetice, who'ſurely- 


mils 


if 
Fl 
TY 
To 
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miſt ſpeaks, in a fair ground, in goodly by | 
ritages,Plalm.16-with an intent they (hoy 1 
never inhabit ther. The 12, tribes of Iiry | 
had their peculiar Portions in Cangy | 
allign'd them by lot, Zo/. 14, 2. and evyy + 

_ oneacquieſced in this part, dwelt in h ; 


ewn inheritances had they been impatin . 
of living any where but in the Metropoly . 
had they all crouded to Jeruſalem, all & 
reſt of the land would i\ave bin as deh 
late before the ca piviey as it was aſte, 
none would have bin left but ſuch as N 
buzaradan permitted to ſtay, Jer. 52. i 
ſome of the poor to dreſſe the vines, and tot 
the grourd, And truly the ſame is like toh 
the tatea ithis nation ». if this humor ga” 
on as it has begun; which may 1 tim 
prove as miſchievous to- the public as1_ 
daily is to private families. - 
20. But befides this 'tis yet farther to I 
confider'd, that where God:gives an eſtat. 
be as the ſupreme landlord affixes fone 
thing of the duty , lates a kind of a-ret 
charge upon it, expeRs it ſhould maintal 
both hoſpitality and charity , and (wn 
both theſe are fitteſt to be done upon tit 
place whence the ability of them riſks 
All public taxes uſeto be levied where tt 
eſtates lie,and 1 know not why theſe whid 
are Gods afſeſsments upon it , ſhoula y 
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land becomes profitable anto him by the 
{ſweat and labor of his poor neighbors and 


the Town '*cill they have nothing left in the 
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When a Gentlemang 


be paid there t00- 


tenants/cwill be a kind of muziing of the ox, 


1Cor, 9.9. if they never taft of the fruit of 
their pains if they ſhall never have the 
refreſhment of a good meal, or an alms; 
.which they are not very like to meet with, 
3f all the profits be ſent up to maintain 


an cquipage, and keep upa parade in 


rown.Burt alas *tis often not only the annu= 
al profits thac go that way , not only the 


crop, bur the (oil too; thoſe luxuries uſe 
uvaily prey upon the vitals, eat out the very 
heart of an cſtate, and many have Ray'd in 


country to retire tO. 
21, Now where this proceeds from the 


' Wife, what account can ſhe give to her huſ- 


band, whole eafinefle and indulgence (for 


| that muſt be ſuppogd in the caſe) ſhe has ſo- 


abus'd? as alſo co her poſterity and family 
who for her pride muſt be brought low,re- 
duc'd to a condition beneath their quality, 
becauſe ſhe affcRed tolive above nt?But ſhe. 
will yet worſe anſwer itto- her ſelf, on 
whom ſhe has brought not only the incon= 
yenience butthe guilt.” Tis ſure a lofty mind. 
wil feel [mart enoughof afall,a diminution, 
much more an indigence will be ſufficient 


ly 
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ly grievous to a vain and laviſh hy Wy 
yet here ic will farther bave an addicting} 


ting from the conſcience, that ſhe owy 
only to her own pride and folly, a ny 


imbittering conſideration, and ſuch asg. 


yances the affi; tion beyond that of a mf 
innocent poverty,as much as the pain ohy 
envenom'd arrow exceeds that of anothy.| 
22, But the faddeſt reckoning of ally. f 
that which ſhe is to make ro God, whoh 
declar'd he hates robbery tho for a bumy/ 
offering to himſelf How will he thy!) 
deteſt this robbery, this impoveriſhing(.4 
the husband , when *tis only to makeg: 4 
oblation to vanity-and exceſs? Ir ſhayj 9 
therefore be the care of all wives to hay 1 
themſelves trom a guile for which God ay/: 4 


: 
- 
e. 


man;yea and themſelves alſo ſhall equal | 


accuſe: them, and co keep their expena + 
Within ſuch limits, that as Bees ſuck butd - 
not violate or deface the flowers, ſo theys-' 
joint proprietars with the husbands-, my.-: 
enjoy but not deyour & deftroy his form: - 
23. I have now run through the duties ; 


be perform'd unto the Husband, wherein 


have not uſed the exaQneſs of a caſuiſt, # 
curiouſly- anatomizing every part , all - 
ſhewing all the moſt-minute particulars. ' 
ducible to each head.. Ihave only dram 
out the greater lines, and. infifted on thai 
Wilde 
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a wherein Wives arc mott frequetitly defi= 
W cient. I (hall only add tbis caution , that 
whatever is duty co the husband is equally 
[ſo , be he good or ill, the Apoſile com- 
S.mands che {ubjeRion and fidelity , even to. 

i heathen Husbands, 1 Pet. 3. 124 and tis not 


in 


now their defeR , either in Picty or Mora=« 
lity, that can abſolve the Wife, For, be- 
-fides the inconvenience of making her duty 
_—— and liable to be ſubſtratted up» 

on eyery pretence of demerit,(he has by ſo- 
- FR Contra®t renounced that liberty, and 
2(.an her Marriage- vow taken him for better 
a for worſe; and it is too late «fter vows to 
wake enquiry,Proy. 20, 25. to ſeck to break. 
9 looſe from that bond of her Soul ; and how 
y uncalie ſoever the perverſneſs of the huf- 
th band may render it,he cannot thereby make 
a :tleſs, but more rewardable by Cod + for 
4 -what the Apoſtle ſpeaks in the caſe of ler- 
g-yants,is no leſs appliable to this,t Pet.2.19.. 
y,-for this is thank. worthy , #/ for conſcience t0= 
w. Wards God ye endure grief, ſuffering wroug= 
# F*ll)y. Whatever duty is pertorm'd to Man 
1 with aſpeRt on God,he owns as to himſelf; 
# ſothathow unworthy ſoever the husband 
of may be, the Wife cannot miſplace her ob- 
es fervance, whilſt ſhe finally terminantes jt 
m_ On that infinit Goodneſs and Maj:Ry to: 
x wnom no loye or ob<dience. can be en- 
+ ough:;. 24, From 


feems ſufficiently to have ſecur'd the 1& 
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24. From this relation ofa Wite , hl 
ordinarily ſprings another , that cf a 
ther , to which there belongs a diſtinAy 
which may be branched into y 
ſeverals : but I (hall at preſent only ; 
them to two Heads, Love and Care, F. 
Mother is a title of ſo much tenderny 
that we find it borrowed by our comm, 
DialeX to exprefle the moſt exuber 6 
kindneffe ; nay, even in Sacred Stile ichiy; 
the ſame uſe , and is often ſer as the hight: 
example our weakneſſe can comprehend 
the Divine Compaſſions. So that Natlfy, 


of Mothers to their Children , witnoutl | 


aid of any poſitive Law ; yet we find 
( as other inſtinRs of Nature ) is ſomtin 
violated , and oftner perverted and tha 
plied to miſtaken purpoſes : the firſt is i} | 
2 : detect of Love ; the other, by an imp, 
dent exceſs of it ; the defeRt does, I ptlh 
ſume more rarely occur then the other 
it doth ſomtimes happen , and that eitlith 

from a morole ſowrneſs of humor , ord 
from too yehement an intention on ſotll | 
thing elle, F : 
25. Some Women have ſuch a rugg 
neſſe of nature, that they can love nothingC., 
the ugly Paſhons of Anger and Enyy,haifa 
like Pharasb's.lean Kine , eat up the mon, 
amiabi 
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E mizble, of Love and Joy. Plato was wone 
+ adviſe crabbed auſturerempers, to Sa= 
K.Hceto the Graces ; and ſuch as theſe had 
Saeed have a great deal of Chriſtian Philo= 
Wphy, to allay and ſweeten their native 
itzerneſs, But there are others that are not 
'So0id of the affetion of Love, but 'cis fore= 
Wa1ll'd by ſome other ObjeR , and fo dis 
Werted from their Children ; and 'ris a little 
> be doubted , thoſe ObjeAs which fo 
Bvert are none of the belt, for the Wi'dem 
Saf God has diſpoſed all duty into iuch a 
WY 2rmony andConſent of Parts.that ore in- 
SWrferes not with anocher- If we love ra 
Wrohibited thing , all the regular Obj«s 
"tf our kindneſs will agree well enough, 
Wpc Onc need never ſupplant another, And 
Sadeed tis oft obſervable, that thoſe Wo- 
pen who immoderatly Jove their own 
Wiciures , do left regard their Children ; 
Mecy look on them as Clogs to keep them 
Within doors, and think their adverting 
To them, will hinder their free range a= 
*Sr 0ad ; thoſe are turn'd off to the care Of a 
Nurſe or Maid , whilſt perhaps a Dog or 
@ Monkey is thought worthy their own at= 
. endance. 
a 16, Piutarth relates it as 2 Sarcaſm of 
FRe/u75ro ſome Foreigners whom he ſaw 
Wat Rowe) firangely ford of ſuch little Ani= 


"y mals, 


s ' 
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bat Y 
mals, that he asked them whether they, 
men in their Country had no chil. 
| 
| 


thereby intimating , how unreaſona 
was for thoſe that had, to beſtow; 


Careſfles on ſuch Creatures. And ſu 


would not have given a milder reprig 
to ſom of our Ladies, who not only pi 
bur pride themſelves in thoſe litthe Bi 
(hew them to all comers when perha 9 
may converſe with them divers daiess 
| 
{ 


Pan 


fore you (hall , by any mention of 
know that they have a Child. 4 
27, Tothis defet of Love, m 


apt to impute the Mothers transferrin 


Nurfng her Child co another. 


I 


forward to pronounce it » beifiz la"- 


involve ſo many as 1 then muſt in 'rÞl 
putation of unnaturaineſs ; 1 rather 
it is taken up as a piece of State and 
neſs; for no other motive - but wl 
founded in their Quality , could #6 
verſally prevail with all chat ar*- of it | 
ſure this is one of the vain Puna 
wherwith this Age abounds ; for wlll 
rank the Mother is of, the Child a 
proportion to it,and there is the ſane 
lity between the greateſt Lady at 
own Child, as is between the mel 
Beggar and hers : tho indeed if theres 
any condeſcenfion in it » the averſion! 
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bc ought not to outweigh the impulſes of 
Lure, and the many adyantages the 

hild may receive by taking its nouriſhe 
Wen: whence it derived its {ubſtanice. And 

refore, tho I will not be too politive in 
Wcrcing the neceſſity, yet 1 confeſs, 1 cane 

*: but look with reverence upon thoſe 
eh Perſons of Honor , who have broke 
Wough an unreaſonable Cuſtom, and 
ferred the good of their Children before 
Mc fancaſtic priviledge of Greatneſs. 
dd (uch muſt in all Juſtice be acknow= 
Weed to have given a much better evi- 

hce of their love totheir Children , then 

e others; ;of 

28, There is in 4. Gellias, in his fottt- 
nth book ſo fine a Diſcourſe on this 
jc, where Favorinus the Philoſopher 
ntroduced, perſwading a Noble Lady, 
withſtanding the uſual Excuſes, to 
rſe her Child ; that nothing beſides the 
eth,could temt me to omnt the tranſcribe 
WS it, unleſs happily the little ſucceſs, 
ich a Noble Perſon of the ſame Sex here 
Wncern d, I mean the Counteſs of Lincoln, 
the Ingenious book wrote by her, 
kd call'd her Nurlery » be a ſufficient 
Found of deſpairing to' convince by any 
ing that can be ſaid, However let theſe 
Mlicate ones confider the ſevere words 


of 
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| * ſters draW out the breſt, they give ſuck 
Vf young ones , the daughter of my people! 


come cruel like the oſtrich in the Wild® 

| Wh0 is bardned againſt her young ones, 
Ws they were not bers + ber labor is in vain 
A | ous fear z becauſe God bath deprivedy 4 
-:4 Wiſdom. neither hath be imparted to ber 


ſtanding, Job 39. (6. F 
29. Th as there may be a fault 

defet, ſo there may be alſo in thei 
= | of love. God js che only unlimited 
We of our love, towards all others 'tis 


i become inordinate , and in no ini 
more then this of children. The 187 
a parent is deſcending, and all thing 
moſt yiolently downwards, ſo that Wi 
« as that of childreri to their parent}, 
ne: monly needs a {pur , this of the parti 
> ten needs a bridle, eſpecially that ( 
Mother » which ( by ſtrength of few 
paſlion ) does uſually excced the lovell 
Father. Now to regulate this att 
{he is co advert to cheſe rules , firft thi 


OE hurt not her ſelf by it, and ſecondly tt 7 
it 4 hurc not her Children : of the firlt i 
bo in danger if ſhe ſuffer that human, 
4 feRion to ſwell beyond its banks, (0, 


come in any competition with the; 
Vine » this is to make an Idol of her n 
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every thing is ſo to us, which rivals 
> love of God in our hearts, and he who 
«the title ofa jealous God, may be 
Sbyoked as well by the bowing our ſouls 
2 living image» as the proſtration of our 
Wlics coa dead, Accordingly we oft ſce 
Ws cf Rs of his jealouſy in this particular, 
GW doting affeaion of the mother is fre- 
Wncly puniſhe with the untimely death 
the children, or if not with that *cis 
Iny times with a feverer {courge: they 
We ( buc as ic was foretold to Els, 1 Sem, 
$33: ) to grieve her eies and to conſume her 
9: , to be ruinous to themſelves. and 
Wktions to their friends, and to force 
Sir unhappy mothers to that \:d accla- 
tion, Luk, 23, 29. Blejjed are the Wombs 
f «4 h bare not, 
£20. And as this proves often true, when 
"Wdotage is general upon all che children, 
Woes oftner when 'tis more partial and 
M& upon any one ; that darling which ſhe 
"Wes che only objeR of her joy uitally be= 
pes that of her ſorrow.JIr is an ordinary 
Mar micy in Pacents to heap all ther kind - | 
"Mc ypon one,to the defrauding of the reſt, 
Kd coo many times upon very uncue mo=- 
T es: a little excelling 1n point of beauty 
Ws the ſcales, when perhops many more 
6 Wd cxcellencics are the counterpoiſe, And 
i _ {ure 
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ſucely this is not only unjuſt but irrg 
in the parent : for all peculiarity o 
in a ſuperior, ſhould be diſpenc'd: e 
way of reward or ettcouragementza 
hor of choſe ends can take place wh 
only the ourward form that is conf 
for that cannot be rewardable , to- 
the party has contributed nothing; 
the Plalmiſt will tell us that tis God 
hath made us and not we our ſelves; 
I00. 2. and as little room is there fi 
other end, that of encouragernent..! 
2s Our Saviour tells us Mat. 6. no 
adde 2 cubit co his Rature, nor mak 
hair white or black ; *tis certain 
ſelves cannot really doe either , tho 
aid of artificial hypocriſy they freq 
appear to do both : but thoſe anjſh 
which neither deſerve nor want eticouſi 
ment > the natural beauty muſt have 
creaſe fromthe ſame ſource whencell 
rived its being : there is therefore ugh 
ſonable account to be given why 
ſhould bepreterr*d for any ſuch exteri 
cellency- bs 
3t, The only juſtifiable ground ol 
cialis to children is their vertue , 
that their own choice concurs, ay 
may intitle them to reward, and t 


in their power to adyance, and ſol 


ra _ 


» 
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eements are not caſt away upoti them : 

y the influences of thoſe may extend far- 

er, and proyoke a vertuous emulation 
the reſt ; but chen the Mother muſt ſo 
anage it, asSto evidence that *uUS No in= 
dualicy 1n her own inclination, but meer= 

| che force of the others deſert, not the per= 
Sn but the goodneſs, that biafles her, and 
When vertue is known to be the only in- 
Wacing cuality , they will at once learn 
hc way co become hers and Gods fayou- 
Wer. And unleſs it be upon this one de- 
Wen, 'cis 2 very unſafe thing for a parent to 
Wake any partial diſcrimination among 
Wildren, which is ſureto temp: the more 
Wee lected both to repine at ber, and envy 
er dealings ; and often times ſuch feeds of 
tmncor have bin by that means ſowed in 
Wdildren , as have bin hard to eradicate in 
{Fcir riper years, Nor isthe miſchief leſs 
Which (he does to her fondlings , who be- 
Wes that they are cxpos'd to the malice 
| che reft, are uſually ſpoild by ic, made 
i@pſolent and untraftable perhaps their 
{Mhole lives after, for where the mothers af- 
(ction is unbridled , commonly the childs 
W''!l is lo too, her fondneſs ſuperſeding that 
afÞilcipline and correRion , which (hould, 


8s che wiſe man ſpeaks ; bow down its neck 
07 its youth, 


ent 32, And 
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32, And the like may be laid whey. 

indulgence is more univerſal to: al. 
Children, which is in onereſpeRt a. 
then the partial , becauſe ir ſpoils my 


| l 
iv | no: one or two, but all the brood. ''} | 
EW | doting love of a mother blinds. her'y| 4 


(he cannoc ſee their faults , manacle| \ 
hand: that ſhe cannot chaſtiſe them, all 
their vices are permitted to grow upy:1 
L.-4 themſelves: as their joynts knit and gal f 

Rtrengch » to do their ill habits » till atf 1 
Keke 5 76 they are confirm'd into an obſtinacy; | 
Tf fetting them in a perfe&t oppoſitiozy 
Wh that pattern they (hauld imitate , fa-4 
Fed 4-8 Chri'ts childhood increaſt in Wiſs dom, þc 
"= the diyine favor, Luk. 2, ſo do he i 
FORE all thoſe provoking follies, which4e 
| avert bth the love of God and man. ['v 
Z RS alas what can the little blandiſha h 

E505 and careſſes of a mother make her( 
| dren, for ſuch important ſuch ineftt: 
by - able miſchiefs > So that ſhe that 
M be really kind muſt temper her it 
gence with a prudent ſeverity , or e 


W5 eminently violates the ſecond rule 
EF. | if which (he ſhould regulate her love: 
=! does that to her children which M 
fear'd from his father , Gen. 27. brinf 


curſe upon them and not a bleſling, ' 


to 


c 
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q. 33. Indeed the beſt way of approving 
& their love, is by well diſcharging che other 
k. branch of their duty , that of care ; with- 
l out this all the moſt paſſtonate raptures of 
1 kindneſs, are bur an airy 2pparition, a 
fantaſtic ſcene , and will no more adyan- 
x| tage a child, then the whole ſhambles in 
I} piture can feed and nouriſh it. Now this 
tare js not a temporaty , momentary duty, 
al for ſome one critical inſtant, but is to attend 
it the child through the ſeveral Rages of its 
; Minority, viz. Infancy , cliild- hood, and 
o-Fouth. The very firſt part of their infancy is 
0-2 ſeaſon only for thoſe cates which con- 
zbcern their bodies, providing for their care- 
| ful attendance, and all other things condu- 
\4-Cing co che Rrengthening their conſtituti- 
 |'Ons, and laying a foundation for future 
n healch and vigor 3 which is their intereſt 
r({ fot only upon a bodily, but upon an intel- 
AtfeRtual account, the good temperature of 
e body being a great aid towards the free 
Operations of the mind. And therefore 
Bbcrates and other Philoſophers much re- 
lej commend to their diſciples the care of 
ejhealth , as that which freed the ſoul from 
thy incumbrances in its purſuit of know- 
rinfedge : and it was the comprehenſive praiet 
'Of the Poet, that the Gods would grant a 
"-_ mind it a os Rs Body. 
n) 


34, But 
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34+ Bur this health is not alway, 
conſequent of a very nice and tender bry 


ing,bur is very oft overthrown by it ; ay 
if Ladies could but find -in their hearts; 
try it » they would, I doubt not, find, t 
the inuring them to moderate hardfhj 
would much more conduce to thee 
liſhing and fortifying their conſtitution, 
35, Beyond all this, the care of their 
rerior is ſoon overtaken by a more impg 


rant one, that of their interior, in. 4 


timing of which there ſeemsco be a: 
common miſtake in the World. We. lg 
upon the ſeven Years or infancy, asthel 
meerly of at Animal , to be ſpent only 
the Entertainments of ſenſe ; and ng 


ſo we think our children are for a whil 
be left at the ſame liberty ; to have no 
firaint put on any of their Paſſions 
many times we excite and foment thy 
teach Children to be angry and eny 
proud and ſullen, as if wefear'd their 
tural Propenfions. to all theſe were} 
faint, and wanted the help of. Inſtitutig 
Bur ſurely this is a great and perniq 


error and this, ſuppoſing Children 
ſo long Brutes, is the way to make)? 
ſo longer. The Patrons of Atheiſm mu 


a molt conſtant Topic in the: diſpard 
0 


j & 


not to yoak Calves, or back young Ca. 
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ment of Religion, that *tis owed to the pre= 

judices infuſed in the firſt infancy : 'twere 
ro be wiſht, thatthis Objection might ſo 
far be complied with, that the fear of God, 
the love of Vere, and hatred of Vice, 
might have the firſt poſſeſſion of the Soul ; 
and they be made to moderate their Paſti= 
ons, as ſoon as they are in a capacity tO 
have them excited and engaged. 

26. And truly , if we will obſerve 1t,we 
may ſee very carly dawnings of reaſon in 
Infants, which would ſooner come to a 
brightneſs , if we would betimes ſet ro the 
ſcattering of thoſe Paſſions which eclipſe 
anddarkenit, A Child will quickly be 
taught to know what pleaſes or diſpleaſes a 
Parent, and by a very little taſt of reward 
| or puniſhment, will learn to do the ones 
and avoid the other : and when this is don, 
the Parent has gain'd the fundamental 
Point, That of obedience ; and may ſuper- 
l ftruRt on it what ſhe pleaſes, and then *cis 
:# her fault if the Child be not by eafie and 
 inſenſible degrees moulded into a righr 
W form. *Tis at firſt all one to the Child, 
9 whether he name God in an Oath or in his 
W Prajers;but aMother by puniſhing che one, 
hand rewarding to other, will quickly bring 
ns him to know there is a difference , and ſo 
i proportionably in other inſtances. As tothe 

- La way 
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way of diſcipline, ic may noc be amily' 
obſerye,that when there is occaſion for ig 
yerity, 'tis better to awe by aftual puniſh 
ment then terror , and never to make uſey 
infinite and inviGble affcightments, the by 
loved methods of Nurſes and Servants,ſyf 
as are the menacing of Sprights and Mix 
mo's,and leaving in the dark;that frequey 
ly makedaſtardly and timerous impreſi 
ons-which a long Age ſcarcely wears of, 
37. A (ober ſenſe of things, is to be iy 
preſſed be treatable means, and this will 
don with moſt eaſe ; both xo the Pary 
and Child,the ſooner *cis ſet upon. They 
of a tender Infant , is like its Limbs, f 
ple and pliant bur time confirms it , a 
cuſtom hardens it ; ſo 'tis a cruel Indi. 
gence to the poor Creaturezto let ic contril | 
ſuch habits ; which muſt coſt him ſo & 
the breaking ; or dearer, if never broks ' 
And ifthis early care be taken of the Inf | 
CY » *will much eale the next part, thil 
the Childhood ; for where the Iron find | 
in the neck is broken , where the nat | 
fubborneſs is ſubdued ſo carly , the - 
will fit eaſy,all {ucceeding parts of diſcip) * 
will come with more facilicy and prot , 
The care proper to this Ape is, the # 
firuRing in all parts of uſeful Knowle 
of which as the Divine for the Excel 
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{ame asto her Daughters, to whom ſhe 
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both of its nature and its end, muſt be firſt 


-anked, ſo ſhould it be firſt and moſt indus _ 


Rriouſly cultivated , and by all endearing 
methods impreſt , not only on the under- 
Randing , but the heart. Piety and Virtue 
(ſhould be propos'd as the moſt amiable, as 
well as neceſſary thing, avd they would be 
invited not only to know, but love them. 
28. This part of Learning i equally 
competent to both Sexes, and therefore, 


' when the Sons are removed from under the 


Mothers tuition, and ſent to more public 
places of erudition, her Province is ſtill the 


(hould not only Preach, but exemplify it in 
her own pra@tice, .no Precepts penetrating 
ſo much into Youth, as thoſe thac are fo 
inforcd. And in order to this, I ſhould 
commend to Mothers , the being as much 
with them as they can,and taking the per- 
ſonal InſpeRtion of them ; not to turn them 


| off wholly to Servants, no nor yet Gover= 


n 


nefles, but frequently themſelves-toexamin 


i how they proceed inthe ſpeculative part of 
yd Knowledp, and no lefs frequently exhore 


wh 
| 
4 


f* 


end 
bo 


(ervile a perſon ; and 


them to the praRtic. 


< | 39. Marcus Cato would not lethis Son 


learn of his Slave, as diſdaining a Child 
(hould owe fo conſiderable a benefic to ſo 

if he chought the 
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meer teaching of Grammer, too gr 
charge for ſuch a one, ſurely the whole 
Riution of Youth is a much greater, iths 
ing that on which, not only a few oy 
ward Accompliſhments, but even 
Eternicy depends. The great Cornelia, My | 
ther of the Gracebi, and Aureiia the M | 
of Auguſtus, thought it worth their pay | 
to be Governefſes, And the truth is,q | 
Soul of 3 Child is a little too preciagy | 
Truſt to commit wholly to the diliggy | 
and care of a mercinary fervant z or ti | 

g 


happen not co want thoſe Qualificat 
yet *ris very. pollible chey may prudencgj | 
which there is no  \mall. degree requilzy | 
the Inftrufting of Youth,too great a rem ; 
neſs or ſeyerity being cqually deftruRtiny | 
that affair. And indeed, beſides this irgy | 
diate, there are ſome other hater 

nefics conſequent co the Mothers perfa 
ing that effice , *ewill bring her and; 
Children into-aft intimacy and conye 
tion,give her an acquaintance.with they 
veral Capacities and Humors ; for we 


the | 


v 
. 


of which,many Parents haveerred in 
ConduR&. one ſort of Freatment beingy + 
fic for all Children ; and the Jifinevithy F 
that depending; wholly on their diſcermil | 
their particular Tempers, whicts cangl | 
well be don. without ſome converſe. wil | 
them, 4©, Þt | 
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1 40 Beſides by this they will be wit- 
© neſſ*s how they diſpoſe their time , that 
0» they neither loſe it by doing nothing , nor 
% yer miſ-employ it by doing ill, And indeed 
Wi there is ſcarce any part of the parents care 
W more important then this, idleneſs being no: 
Ny farther removed from vice , then a cauſe is: 
M from its immediate effeR. Therefore if chil» 
U dren be permitted to trifle away their time, 
MW they will ſoon learn to trifle away their in= 
W nocence allo : ſo that *tis highly neceſſary 
hy that they be provided of a ſucceflion of eme 


 ploiments, that by the variety they may: 


64 


einſenfibly drawn on : nay methinks, it: 
might very well be contrived that their re-- 
M ercations might ſomtimes conſiſt. of ſuch 
| ingenious exerciſes, that they may at once 
M both play and learn. 


+ 4, There is yet another good effet of 
the mothers prefence with the children 
FJ (which is perhapsno leſs material then any- 
q bf the former) 'tis, that by this aſſociating 
W them with her ſelf, ſhe prevents the danger 
W vi worle ſociety. Children if the parents: 
mw allow them not their company , ate ne- 
jp ceflarily caſt upon that of ſervants, than: 
WG which there is (carce a greater danger that 
mM attends youth ; for beſides that that low: 
ol fort of conyerſe debaſes their. minds; 
wi makes them. mean and ſordid.,. it often 


Bt L &- COf= 


ro recolleR ir,*rill at laſt perhaps they c00 | 
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corrupts their manners too:children uſyy 
ly not receiving more peſtilent infukg 
from any then ſuch. Servants that defire 
ingratiate themſelves, and having no lay 
able quality whereby to do ir, muſt f 
endeavour to ingratiate vice to them , uf 
then by their officious miniſters in thy 
have a ready way of introducing then 
ſelves into fayor. Perhaps- this will 
thought to concern only the maſculin py 
of children , and that the female who x 
commonly in a diſtin appartment , at 
converſe only with their own ſex,are mg 
ſecure. But I would not adviſe mother 
depend too much on that , for they are. 
ſurer that their daughters (hall not. aa 
verſe with men, nay men of the mean 
fort too, then that their maids and art 
dants ſhall not doſo; and when *is. ox 
fider'd , how apt thoſe are to eftertainj! 
not to InVite amour, 'os not very pt 
able the rooms where they quarter i 
be inacceſſible to thoſe they affet. Al 
it were much ſafer for children to be ins 
moſt pablic concourſe of men, then to! 
witneſſes and obſeryers of the private) 


trigues of ſuch lovers ; the memories( 


youth are very tenacious, & it they oncel 
tainted with any indecent thing, will beq | 
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co tranſcribe it.*Tis therefore in this relpet 
2 very uſeful part of the mothers care, to 
make her felt company to her daughters, to 
' prevent the dangers of a more uncqualand 
U infeious converle. ER 

/ 42. Butif this be uſeful in childhood, 
M t;;nolefle then neceflary in the next pe- 
riod of their time, when they atrive neer 
the growth and age of women : then jn= 
deed: the mother ſhould not only make 
them her companions , but her friends, al- 
low them ſuch a kind, yet modct freedom; 
that they may have a complacence in her 
company , and not be temted to (eek it a» 
T1 mong their inferiors:; that the belief of her 
kindefle may ſupplant the pretenfions of 
thoſe meaner ſycophants, who by little flat-. 
is (terjes endeayor to-ſcru theinſelves inro their 
M 200d opinion,and become their confidents, 
ol then which there is nothing more miſe 
M7 chievous, thoſe private caballs thar are 
il held with ſuch, ſerving only to render 
AM them mutinous againſt their parents © theſe 
nd family incendiaries like choſe in the ate 
0 and Church, till inculcating the one grand 
te! principle of Liberty, a. word ſo charming: 
1e' ro our depraved nature, and: eſpecially ro 
cel youth » that they {ſhould not be truſted 
Jed with ſuch Leures. Beſides, thoſe in« 
co timacties are often introdutions to: work « 


| L 5 many: 
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many ſcandalous amours and unequy 
matches having had their riſe from then, 
It ſhould therefore be the buſineſs of Mg. 
thers to preyent all ſuch pernicious leaguy 
by preingaging them in more ſafe family. 
rities, either with her (elf, or.ſome other, d' 
__ vertue (he has reaſon to be conh 

ent. Be Y 

43. Butthe. moſt infallible ſecurity.» 
2inſt this and all other miſchiefs., isth 
inging. them into an intimacy. and cop: 
verſation with their. maker ,. by. ftxing: 
erue ſenſe of Religion in their bearts if thy 
can be effeRually don , *'twill ſuperſeded 
other expedients. She that duely confidg 
he is alwaies in Gods preſence ; will wa 
no other inſpetor; nor will ſhe much nee 
monitors, who attends to the advices of he 
own conſcience. Neither: will it only to 
to the ſecuring:her innocence but herrepy 
tation too ;. it being one part of the Chr 
ian law ts abſtain. from all appearance 


evil,t Thefi. 5:22. to do things that are of g 


report, Phil. 4.8; fo that piety is then 
compleat armor to defend both their ven 
andfame, And *tis extremely neceffary:the 
fhould be furnifh: with it, at this Age effi 
cially, when they .do at firſt enter into ill 
World. which: we may-well look on a 
eaking:the Field, confidering how = 

| _ A3taul 
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aſſaults they. are there like co meet with 3; 
and ifthey go without this Armature, they- 
may, none knows how ſoon, be incurab= 
ly wounded,of which there. want not many- 
ſad inftances,ſome whereof might proba b= 
ly have bin prevented;had the Parent taken: 
care to haye batter fortified them. l 
44; And indeed *tis not a little ſad to ſee- 
how much this their important concern 1s - 
negleted. Many mothers who are nicely 
curious in other parts of their daughters 
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breeding, are utterly inconfiderate of this 3 
they mult have all. civil} Accompliſh= 
ments, but no Chriſtian... Thoſe are ex» 


_ cluded our of. the ſcheme of Education, 


and by that means lye under the prejudice: 
of being not only :unnecefiary , but un- 
gentile ,. below the regard of Perfons: of: 
Quality. *Tis much to be- fear*d that this: 
neglet-coward their chiidren, is founded: 
in a previous contemt of Piery+ ta theme 
ſelves, yet 1 ſuppoſe *tis often increas'd by a: 
Iittle Vanity:they have of: feemg them ex- 
cel in ſom of thoſe exterior qualities: which 
may recommend them to: the humor: of 
the World ; uponthe itoproving. wheres 
of they are ſo intent, that more-marerj>- 
al things are overlookt, and when thoſe-2re:: 
acquired, the pride of ſhewing- thera be= 
trays them to. other :inconveniencies. . Thec 
__ Mmornnee: 
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g k mother oft not only permits, but incites the | 
jd vaughter tothe oportunicies of boaſting. he 


excellencies, ſends her oft abroad on thy 


delign , that at laſt perhaps (he canng | 
when ſhe would keep her at home, as, 
» | believe too many have found experiment / 
vi ally true. In a word, this Interval betwer | 
Childhood and Majority, is the moſt cri. | 
tical point of a Womans life, and therefor | 
ſhould be the moſt nicely and warily 6; 
xended ; and a mother had need ſumma! s 
not only all her care and diligence, but he! | 
prudence too, well to diſcharge this partd/t 
her Obligation. 
45. I ſhall not in6R more minutely up 
on Particulars ; I have in the former Se; - 
on {ſpoken ſomewhat of what*cis fit thek r 
young Virgins ſhould do and avoid, al a 
whatever by that, or by any more exall f 
rule appears their intereſt or duty 3 *tist | 
Mothers to ſee it be not neglefted by them: ( 
but where Kindneſs alone will not previ { 
to employ their autority too, and by adi 
creet mixture of each, ſecure the obſe | 
= vance by both the tennres of Love and B6 © 
|  vyerence, Yet I ſhall a little refle&upa k 

one particular I mention'd before, I met | 
that of Marrying where they have aw Þ 
fion, which tho 1 there charg'd as $ 
crime of the Daughter, yet 1 muſt her 


ly 
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n Gy the Original , and more-inexcuſable 
ft! puilt is uſually i the Parents, who are 
a ſomtimes ſuch Idolaters co Wealth and 
« Horor , that they Sacrifice their Children 
| co them; a more barbarous Inmolation 
wb then that to Molech;, for tho that were very 
* inhumane, yet it had this alleviation, that 
t the pain was ſhort : but a loathed Bed is at 
itt once an acute and a lingring Torment,nays 
6 not only ſo but a temtation toO 3. ſo that 
01' *tis a Tyranny of a moft unlimited kind, 
hai excends it EffeQs even to Ecternity;and ſure. 
td that Mother muſt have very petrified 
Bowels, have loſt all Natural Compaſhon; 
up that can ſo impoſe on her Child, 
a 46. I fhall add no more concerning this 
ich relation of a Mother , but only one ſhort 
ani advice, That thoſe who groan under the 
al fruſtration of their hopes, whoſe Children 
th by any ſcandalous misbehavior become 
m: ObjeRs of their ſhame and grief , would 
yil ſoberly conſider, whether it have not 
bf din ſom way owing to themſelves , either 
ſe by nc gle@ intheir Education , or by their 
R» own ill Example : 'Tis uſually one, and 
pa fomtimes both. Fhey that upon recol- 
19 eRtion can afſure themſelves 'tis neither, 
yer may bear the AﬀM;Rion with much the 
th Kreater cheerfulncfez but they that cannot, T1 
hen-am ſure ought (to bear. it. with much. the 
w - more 


_ Eucing them. And this:18 arpiece of 
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More patience and ſubmiſſion take x 
Gods LeQRure of Repentance , and loa 
their- Childrens faules as the produdth 
their oWNn.,: And becauſe Satisfaction is 
indiſpenſibke part of Repentance , theyi 
with their urmoſt induſtry ro endeavor 
repairing thoſe ruins they have made vi 
recalling:thoſe to Vertu , who by-thil 
means have ſtraied from it. 'T4s true,the 
rors of Education,ltke a ſubtile Potſon; 
fo mix with the. Blood ; ſo incorporate 
tothe Humors and Manners, that tw 
be very difficult.to allay their Ef As; 4 | 
therefore the leſle they: are them'elves a 
to do towards it, the more earneſtly: wiſh 
muſt- imporcune a Higher Power. 
who divided the Light from the Darkne 
can ſeparate the EffeRs froin the Cat 
and as he reftrained the natural pr 
of Fire, in the cafe of the three Chil 
Dan. 3. ſo He only can reſcu- their chi 
from that deſtruRtion to which their 
Sligence has ex poſed them... But as 40i 

influence their example. has had , ## 
may-.do ſomthing towards the: redreio 
ofthat; by ſetting them a new Copy» 
ing their own change ſo viſible, ſo rec 
able; that they may: have che: yery 1 
means of reclaiming;whict there was a 
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dehich ſeems to call aloud upon many Mo- 
ers. The irregularities of Youth could 
Md cdly. have grown to the preſent height. 
ad they not received warmth and (helter- 
om the praRtice of. their Elders, which. 
Mes at once give encouragement and take 
ME refiraints , the Mother loſes not only: 


Mer Autority, but her confidence to admo + 
aM(h or reprove.. With what face can ſhe- 
\@$quire that (trift-and ſevere modeſty of a 
Sung Girl, which ſhe who ſhould be 
Matron willnot praftiſe ? ortye upthe: 
l kddy. wandring humor of Youth » With» 
« choſe bounds (he thinks roo Rrait for her 
twvn 2? and how ready a retortion will even 
\\Mcripture it ſelf afford for ſuch an Impoſer®: 
04 that teacbeth another , and teacbeſt thou 
out tby ſelf > Rom. 2, 21, Let.it therefore be 
he care of all Mothers to: live a perpetual 
Aure to their Children , ſo- to exem=» 
ihe to them all Virtu and Plety , that: 
fey may.contribute ſomthing to their Spi= 
altual,as well as their natural life,that hows+- 
gwer they may ac leaſt deliver their. own 
exfouls, & not have their childrens guilt recoil- 
aj8pon them as the-unhappy originals of is 
14047 T he lait retation of a married woman- 
{bac of a Miſtreſs, the inſpeRion ofthe 
{mmily being uſually her Province;and tho. 
gc bc.not tupreme therezyet ſhe is to im»: 
prove 
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prove her delegated autority to the y 
vantage of all under it ; and her ty. 
conſtant reſidence gives her more oppo 
nitiesof it, then the frequent avocationy/ 
the husband will perhaps allow him. %c 
Paul fets it asthe calling, and as the ine 
penſible duty of thre married women, th4; 
they guide tbe houſe, t Tim, 5,18, not thi 
mg it a point of greatneſs to remit the wig! 
nage of all domeſtic concerns to a mergbb 
nary houſe-keeper. And indeed fincet® 
has bin a fa ſhionable thing for the Malt 
to refign up his concerns'to the Rewyj'tC 
and the Lady hers to the Governant|$ 
has gone ill with moſt great Fam) 
whilſt cheſe Officers ſerve themſelves 
flead of choſe who employ them , ri 
fortunes on their Patrons ruines, andi{®! 
vide the ſpoil of the family , the hoſ'dc 
keeper pilfering wichin doors , andiff 
Bailiff plunderifig without. i 
43. Now to the well. guiding of # 
houſe by the Miſtreſs of ic, 1 know noW 
ter or more comprehenſive rule , thenſ! 
her to endeavor to make all that are heti 
be Gods ſervants alſo ; this will ſecure! 
of all thoſe intermedial quaizficarion 
them; in which her fecular intercft 1s 
cerned,cheir own conſciences beingthe 
{py (he can ſetrupon them., asto their im 
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"and fidclity, the beſt ſpur alſo to diligence 
| and induſtry. But to the making them 
fach.there will need firſt inftrudtion, and 
Tecondly diſcipline. It is a necetlary part 
of the rulers care to provide that none 1n 
Eefeir family ſhould wart means of neceſ- 
ſary inſtruction. 1 do not ſay that the Mi- 
refs (hould ſet up for a catechiſt or prea- 
i.cher , but that they take order they ſhould 
we caught by thoſe who are qualified for 
aghe imployment- And that their furniſhing 
them with knowledg , may not ſerve only 
4/40 help them to a greater number of ſtripes, 
Ek, 12, 47- they are to giye them the op= 
wportunities of conſecrating it to prayer and 
yotion, to that end to have public divine 
Jeffices in the family ; and that not by ſtarts 
qr accidents ( when a devouter gueft is to 
4 he entertained, and laid\by when a pro- 
phane) but daily and regularly , that the 
i$hours of prayers may be fixt and corftanr 
"#as thoſe of meals,and (if it may poſſibly be) 
Was much frequented ; however that toward 
\{& (be give both precept and example, _ 
ns 49. A Chriſtian family ſhould be the 
e 
| 
; 


picome of a Church, but alas how many 
ong us lye under a perpetual interdi, 
d yet not from the uſurpation of any for» 
gn power, but from the irreligion of the 
eltic, One may go into divers great 

families, 
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families. and after ſome Ray there, nol 
able to (ay that the name of God wasn 
tioned to any other purpoſe than thitÞ 
blaſphemy and execration » nor a text 
ſcripcure , unleſs in buleſque and proph 
Drolery. And ſure we need not wondegh 
the univerſal complaint that is now ml 
of ill ſervants, when we refle& upon 
11] government of families. They thatih: 
ſuffer'd wholly to forget their dutier 
ward God, wil not alwais remember it/h 
wards man. Servants are not (uch Phil 
phers that upon the bare ſtrength of ai 
moral inftins they will be vertuous , @ 
if by a cuſtomary negleRt of all thing 
cred , they are once taught to look ati 
thing beyond this world, they will «a 
find temtation.enough here to diſcard il 
honeſty,as the moſt unthriving trade, 'M 
mdeed when the awe ofreligion is quiuy 
ken off from the vulgar , there will ſol 
afly thing elſe be found to keep them-wil 
in any tolerable bounds ; lo-that *t1s no 
impolitic. then prophane to flaken '8 
reine. vs 
50, But ic is-not only the intereſt. bun 
duty of all- that have familics , to keey 
the eſteem. and praftice of Religion 
them.'Twas one of the greateſt endearmi# 
of Abrabam. to God ,. that be. _— 
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und his houſÞold to keep the way of the Lord, 
i-n.138. 19, And Tiſhas undertakes no 
ic for the piety of his houſhold then him- 
of, 45 for me and my houſe we will ſerve the 

7d, Jol. 24- 15- And fure is but rea- 

able, thac where we our (elves owe at 
22, we ſhould make all our depen= 
ns acknowledg the fame. Befides, it 
ia juſtice in reſpeR of them ; for where 
-the entertain 2 ſervant , we take the whole 
'@rſon into-our care and proteRtion» and 
he falle to that undertaking if we ſuffer his 
ul the moſt precious part of him. to pe- 
ah; and God who keeps account even of 
po meaneſt creatures, will not.patiently re= 
ht ſuch 2 negleR of thoſe who bear his: 


vo Image , and were ranſomed with as 
21.2 price as theirMaſfters were, for there 
ajv0 reſpect of perſons with God, Epb. 6:6. 

whSt. Bur when. Piety is planted in a fa- 
” Þ 'ewill ſoon wither , if it be not kept 


»4 
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WAeor by Diſcipline :nay indeed,to have: 
Mvants ſcemingly devour in- the oratory, 
Md yct really licentious out of it, is bur- 
2 convert ones houſe ints a Theater, 
uſÞve a piay of religion , and keep a ſer: 
$$ actors only: to perſonate andrepreſent 
mb Tis therefore neceſſary to enquire how 
ny behave themſelves. when they are: 
as the ftage , whether choſe hands which 
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' tooth) will be apt to corrupt his fella 
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they elevate in prayer, are at other; 

induftriouſly applyid to work ; or thi 
mouths wherewith .chey there bleſs ( 

are not elſewhere filled with oaths & 
curles , ſcurrilities and revilings ; i 
word , whether that form of Godlinely 
not defign'd in commuration for fobtia 
and honeſty. Indeed the governours off 
milies ought to make a ſtriA inſpeRionf 
eo the manners of cheir ſervants, and wii] 
they find them good to affix ſom ſpa 
mark of favar, by which they may! 

[on encouraged to perſevere and other 
begin ; but where they diſcern themy 
ous, there as eminently to diſcountenai 
ſeverely to admonilh them , and uſeal 
means for their reclaiming, and wan! 
ſeems hopeleſs, to dilmiſs them thath. 
may not infe the reſt. A /ittle leven 
the Apoſtle, leveneth the Whole lamp ; £ 
5.9. and one ill ſervant { like a pas 


Tis therefore the ſame in families that 
in more publick communities, wherei$} 
rity to the ill is mercy and protection 
the reſt ; and were houſes thus early wil 
ed of all idle and vicious perſons, uſ 
would not be fo overgrown , nor degaſei 
rate into ſuch rude wildernefles, as n 
(nay TI fear moſt) great families now atttt 
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ty 52. But as ſervants are not to be tole- 
th&ed in the negleRt of their duty, fo neither 
Þk&. chey to be defeated of any of their 
; es, Maſters are to give totheir {ervancs 
Gar which is jt and equal, Col.q, 1, And 
che , *is but juſt and equal gþat they who 
Nie rational creatures ſhould nat be rreat- 
off with the rigor or contemt of brutes : a 
afficient and decent proviſion , both in 
witkneſs and in health , is a juſt debt to 
whem, beſides an exaQt performance of thoſe 
d&rcicular contrats on which they were 
Tcertained, Laban had ſo much of na» 
wWeal juſtice, that he would not take the 
avantage of Jacobs relation to him . to 
ke him lerve him gratis , Becauſe thou 
my brother , ſhouldeſt thou therefore ſerve 
ih for neught? tell me therefore What (hall 
ih Wages be? Gen. 29. 15. But alas now 
Q@daies where ſeryants have bin told, nay 
aSpreſly articled for their wages , "is 
oth many no eaſfie thing to get it : nay 
ti thought by ſom Maſters an inſolence, 
Splece of ill manners to demand it 3 and 
wen they have worn out a ſervant, they 
amer pay him not at all, or with the 
me protraſtion and regret-which they do 
Wir Tailors tor the old clothes they have 
tt off, I fear there are many inftances 

t this, eſpecially among great perſons, it 
þ beivg 
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ſelf large uſe for the forbearance' 


former faults in the menage of the faul 
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being a received mode with coo magilyi 
them, to pay no debts to thoſe who ar 
mean to conteſt with chem, But how 
they may ruffle it outwith men, it will 

day artaign them before (od as moſiſc 
Jurious oppteſſors; there being no < 
of that kind more frequently or ſeye 
branded in Scripture , then this of de 
tion of the wages of the ſervant andh$ 
ling. Beſides, this example of injuf 
wherein the ſervant is paſſive, is oftent 
{crib'd by him in aRts of fraud and di 
and he is aptto think it but an equal-& 
liation: to break his truſt where the ) 
breaks his covenant , and when he 
attemts to be his own pay-maſter ; 
not to be doubred but he will allowf 


wages; ſo that the courſe is no lei 
profitable to the Maſter , then unjuli* 
diſhonorable. IM 

53. 1 am not ſure *ws alwayes if. 
wives power to prevent this or any of 


For her authority being but fubord$* 


if the husband who is ſupreme ſuſpen 
power, he does by that vacating hef 
take off the duty conſequent to it ; (0 
what [ have faid can be obligatory rol 
thac are ſo impeded : but to thoſe F 
ef 
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cher can do it themſelves, or perſwade 
Fic busbands to it » the omiſſion will be 
'Ficir fin, all the profaneneſs and diſorder 
&f che family will be charg'd upon their 
p&ccounts if it care by their default. 
5 54. And this methinks is a confidera- 
Fon that may much mortifie one uſual 
Biece of vanity, I mean that of a multitude 
Sf ſervants. We (hall all of us find bur= . 
allen enough of our own perſonal miſcar- 
Wages» and need not contrive to fetch in 
Wore weight from others, And in fami- 
"Hes tis generally obſervable,that the bigger 
(hey are the worſe; vice gains boldneſs 
.&y numbers, is ha:chtup by the warmth 
"'Wf a full ſociety ; and we daily ſee peo= 
jc venture upon thoſe enormities in con- 
Fprt and in a croud, which they would not 
Mare, did they think they Rood fingle, 
WDeclides, the wider the province is , the 
more difficult it is well to adminiſter it ; 
"1d in a heap of ſervants many faults. 
vill {cape undiſcerntd , eſpecially, confi- 
Wering the common: confederacy- there is 
W'vally among them , for the cluding of 
Wiciplin ; fo that what the wiſe man 
aFeaks of not defiring 2 multitude of un- 
q ofttable children , I think may very 

ell be applycd to ſeryaits, whoſe un- 
- Foficableneſs uſually increaſes together 


with 
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with their number, 1 have now; 
through theſe ſeveral obiigations coi 
quent to the married ſtate, wherein e 


upon this very curſory view, there 
pears ſo many particulars , that if 
were all duly attended, Ladies nerd 
be much at a loſs how tO entertain tit « 
ſelves ; nor run abroad in a Rom 
queſt after forreign divertiſements, wv 
they haye ſuch variety of engagemeyj 
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of Widows. 


] JJ HE next ſtate which can ſucceed to 
, that of Marriage is Widowhood, 
Which cho it ſuperſedes choſe duties which 
Were terminated meerly in the perſon of the 
Yusband , yet-it endears thoſe which may 
the paid to his aſhes. Love is ſtrong as 
Weith , Cant. 8. 6, and therefore when itis 

ure and genuine cannot be excinguiſht by 
W-but burns like the funeral lamps of old, 

en in vaults and charnel houſes; the con= 
Þgal love tranſplanted into the grave ( as 
:Wto a finer mold) improves into piety, and 

ies a kind of ſacred obligation upon the 

1dow to perform all offices of reſpeR and 
Wodnefſe which bis Remains are capable 


F 2: Now thoſe Remains are of three 
Writs, his body, his memory, and his child- 
WW". The moſt proper expreſſion of her love 
D the firſt, is in giving-it an honorable 
cerrment ; I mean not ſuch as may vye 
{Fith the Poland extravagance ( of which 

obſerved that two or three neer ſucceed- 
BY funcralls ruin che family ) bur pru- 
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ance of her kindefs ,then all choſe Tra 
tranſported towards their dead Husby 


Carcaſs, which betray a little too ny 
the ſenſuality of cheir Love, And it is 
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denly proportion d to his qualicy and 8 4 


tune, fo that her zeal to his Corps mayo 
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injure a nobler relique of him , his Qh 
dren. And this decency is a much better 
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cal Faries wherewith ſorn Women (© 


thoſe frantick Embraces and care(ſes i 
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thing obſervable , that thoſe vehegl 
Paſfions quickly exhauſt themſelves, 
'by a kind of Sympathetic Efficacy ay 
Body ( on which their aff. tion was} 
moulders, and does that alſo nay 
ten it attends not thoſe leſurely defi, 


y 
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of diffolution , bur by a more preg 
tate motion ſeems rather to yanithi. 
conſume. y 

3. The more valuable Kindnels ty 
fore, is that to his Memory, endeavg 
ro embalm that,keep it from periſhing 
by this innocent Magic ( as the Egyp 
were wont by a more guilty }(he may 
verſe with the dead, repreſent him i 
her own thoughts, that his lite mav 6 
repeated to her:and as in a broken M 
the refraRtion inultiplies the Images 
his difſolution every hour preſents dif 
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Ideas of him , ſo that ſhe ſees him thi 
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er, tor {13 being hid from ber eies. But 

as chey uſe not to Embalm without Odors, 

ſo ſhe is not only to preſerve, but. preſume 

Wis Memory , render it as fragrant as (be 
Kanno only to her (elf but others; by re- 
Wiviog the remembrance of whatever was 
braiſe-worthy in him, vindicating him 
om all calumnies and falſe accuſations, 

id (ifling ( or allaying ) even true ones 

Ws mich as ſhe can» And indeed » 2 wi- 
ow can no way better provide for ker 
wn honor, then by this tendernefle of her 
Wusband. | 
W 4. Yet there is another expreſſion of it, 
Wiector to none of the former , and that is, 
We letting ſuch a valu upon her relation to 
Wm, as to do nothing unworthy of it. 
was ihedying charge of Auguſtus ro his 
Wife Livia, Bebave thy ſelf well, and remem< 
r our Marriage, And (be who has bin 
Wife to a Perſon of Honour, muſt fo re- 
"Member ir as not to do any thing below 
'Wr (elf, or which he (could he have fore- 
Wen it) Chould juſtly have bin aſhamed off 
"i 5+ The laft Tribute ſhe can pay him is 
WJ iis children. Theſe heleaves as his Proxie 

"W receive the kindneis of which himſelf is 
F; capable ; ſo that the Children of a Wi- 
i" may claim a double portion of the 
""WMiers loye, one upon the Native 
M 2 right, 
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EN right, as hers; the other, as a be aukY 
ff  rightof their dead Father. And [ind 6 
q {;nce ſhe istoſupply the place of both | 
rents, *is buc neceiTary{he (hould put's F 
: the afteRtions of both , and to the rend# {0 
| |}!  neſsofa Mother, addethecare and coÞ 
dud of a Father, Firſt, in a ſedulous care© 
their Education : and next, inthe prudg#" 
£ managery of their Fortune; an order t th | 
fl 1s ſomtimes-unhappily inverted, and '. 

'. 4 thersare fo concern'd to have the Edt 
Bb proſper in their tuition , that the Child 
ly. Hl cannot ; whilſt ( by an unſeaſonable fp" 
6! geality ) co ſavea little enponce they d f 
y . od the advantages of an Ingenious 4 F 
Gentile Breeding , ſwell their Eſtates þ | 
baps to a vaſt bulk, but fo contract & ni n 
row their minds, that they know nor I h 
{bs to diſpoſe them to any real benefit of eh 
| fl felves,or other. And this is one of the if 
: >ernicious Parſimonies imaginable, a if; 
ther by this ſeemsto adoptthe Fortune? 
6 ings ji: Pat the Child , wo; 15 only made. 
/'.,% - Beaſt to bear thoſe loads of wealth {he ll 


( 


| 1:4 lay on, and which ſhe evidently ownfÞ 
lt Ir 
1 the greateſt Treaſure , fince in rende 4 

| to that (he negleAs him. T 


5-1/6 6. Yer ſometimes the fame Ef 
! | fprings from another Cauſe, and Chill 


8 are ill bred,not becauſe the Mother gru b 
FA 
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She charge: but out of a Feminine fondneſs, 
which permits her not to part with them 

T ,othe proper places for their educatian : 
T like 7acob ro Benjamin, her Soul is ſo bound 
up in chem , that ſhe cannot lend them a 
while even to their own moſt neceſſary 
concerns; and this, tho not ſo ignoble a 
motive 2s the other , 15 ofno leſs miſchief, 
Fat leaſt to her Sons, who being by it con- 
Sifin'd to home», are conſequently condem- 
vined to be poyſon'd ( if with nothing elle, 
Wver) with the fAlateries of Servants and Te- 
dnants> who think thoſe che beſt expedi= 
Wents to ſecure tieir own ſtation» And with 
Wheſe the young Maſter or Landlord is (o 
Sblown up , that as if his Manors were the 
Fconfines of the World, hecan look at no= 
thing beyond them ; ſo that when at haſt he 
breaks looſe from his Mothers arms, and 
mes abroad, he expects ſcarce to find his 
quals,much leſs his Betters; thinks he is 
Rill to receive the ſame fawning Adorati- 
$015 which he was ufed to at home:and be- 
Jing poſſeſt with this inſolent expeRation, 
© he will ſcarce be undeceived , but at the 
Wprice of many Aﬀeonts,nay,perhaps he may 
Fouy his experience with the loſſe of his life 3 
Soy his ill maners draw on a Quarre], 
@wherein he finally periſhes. That this is no 
mpoſiible Suppofition,ſome unhappy Mo- 
Kthers have found to their-unſpeakable- at- 
w fiction, M 3 7a 'E1% 
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Children abroad, Vice hath infinuaug 


much to. make them Vicious: Andy 


250 The Ladies Calling. Pang. 
7. 'Tis not to be denied , but thera, 
alſo dangers conſequent to the bregl 


ſelf even imo the places of Erudition , ul 
having not only as many , but the-1 1 
ſame Academies withVertu-and Leartiagh, 
ſo that the extreme depravation of the xii 
new ftates the Queſtion,and we are now... 
confider which is beſt , but which is ffs 


- EEE 


competition (ure the home Education yl 
be caſt; for there they may ſuck in, 
the Venom, and nothing of the Antidas 
they will not only be caught baſe thinkhr 
but ( as I before obſery'd.) by the: bai; 
Tutors, ſuch as will add all the moſt-@ 
didcircumſtances to the improving gh 
Crime. Whereas abroad they are fir 
like co.meet with any whole intereſt is 


{1s 


meet with many who. may give theap! 

Precepts and Examples of a better ky 
Befides, the Diſcipline uſed in thoſe Cy 
munities makes them know themſchy 
and the yarious ſorts of Learning they oy 
acquire » will not only prove uſeful dive, 
tiſement ( the want of which is the gar 
ſpring of miſchief) bur will, if rightly-gff i 
ply'd furniſh them with Ingenuous Aſc 
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Wet, III: of Widows, 258 - 
Wercuous principles, ſuch as may ſet them 
bove all vile and ignoble pratice. So that 
here ſecrns a conſpiration of motives co 
Wrceft the child from thereluQing morker,& 
&o-perſwade her for a while to deny her ſelf 
What defire of her eies, that ſo he may at laſt 


Wnlwer the more rational defire of her 
jearc. 


Ws. As to the other part of her obligation.the 
Wnanaging of their fortune there is the ſame 
Wule for her as for all other perſons that 
Wave a Truſt, Viz, todo as for themſelves ; 
What is, wich the {ame care and diligence (if 
Wor 2 greater) as in her own peculiar con= 
We:n, I donot fay that ſhe ſhall confound 


Whe property , ahd make it iNacea nef On: 
Wy applying itto her particular uſe. Athing 
Wl fear which is too often don, eſpecially by 
Mhe gayer fort of widows , who to keep up 
Wiheir own equipage, do ſomtimes incroach 
Wupon their ſons peculiar,& I wilh even that 
(tho bad enough) were the only caſe wheres 
Win it were don. Burt 'tis ſometimes to make 
© ber a better prizeto a ſecond husband : (he 
W-go0es inco another family,and as if ſhe were 
T« Colony ſent out by her fon , he muſt pay 
tor the planting here there « indeed the oft 
F repeating this injury, has adyanc't it now 
| into a cuſtom, and the managment ofthe 
KF minors eſtate is reckon'd on as part of 
hn M. 4. the. 


alwaics bin eſteem'd the moſt ſacred*" 
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the widows fortune. But I confeſs I fee 
what there is in the title of a mother) 
can legitimate her defrauding her chil&W$m: 
rather envenoms the crime and adds \ 2 
naturalneſs ro deceit. Beſides *cis a prÞ#! 
Rerous ſort of guile.Orphans and Wids 
are in Scripture link't together as ob 
of Gods and good mens pitty , and of 
mens oppreſſion, and how ill alas does'd 
war look among fellow ſufferers ; the 
dow to injure the orphan is like that 
couth oppreffion Seomon ſpeaks of, 
28. 3, Apoor man that oppreſſetb the poor ill 
a ſweeping rain Which leaveth no food; viii 
kind of rapins are as exceflive in theit' WF 
gree as prodigious in their kind , and I: 
lieve there are many inſtances of ſons, y 
have ſuffer'd more by the guardiant 
of their Mothers, then they could prob 
have don by the outrage of Strapgers;” 

9. How well-ſuch Mothers anſwerth 
cbligations to their dead Husbands, Im 
leave it to their own conſciences to dl” 
cuſs : 1 hall only offer them theſe epi” 
gradation by which to proceed. Pit 
that injuftice ofany fort is a great fin 3] 
condly that when *tis in a matter of truſt} 
complicated with treachery alſo ; third: 
ehat of all trufts choſe to the dead hi 


r 


hb 
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y can find any allay to theſe by the two 

maining Circumſtances , thattis the truſt 

x husband, and the intereft of a child, L 
Sl confefle them very (ubtil cafuiſts. 

10, I have hitherto ſpoke. of what the 
Sdow ows to her dead husband;but there 
Walſo ſomewhat of peculiar obligation it 
M:tion to her ſelf, God who has plac'd 
Win this World to purſue the intereſts of a 
ner > direts all the hgnal acts of his 
Wovidence*to that end, and. intends we 
Would ſo interpret them. So that every 
Weat change that occurs, 1s defign'd ej- 
Wer to recall us from « wrong way , or to 
Wicken our pace in'the right, and a wi- 
@w my more then conjecture, that when 

od takes away the. mate of her boſome, 

duces her to.a ſolitude,he do's by it ſound 
ill retreat from the lighter jollities and 
Wietics of the world. And as in compli- 

& wich civil cuſtom {he immures her 
Wit, fits in darknefſe for a while ; ſo ſhe 
Would put on a more retir'd temper of 
Wind,2 more firit and ſevere behavior,and 

at not to be caſt off with her veil, but to 
WW tbe conftant drefle of her widowhood. 
Wdecd that Rate as it requires a great ſo- 

WWriety and piety » ſo it affords many ad» 
nF2ntages towards it « the Apolile rells us, 
Wet jhe Tho is married cares for the things 


M 5 of 


may now convert into. colloquies. 


254 The Ladies Calline. Patti 
of the World bow [he may pleaſe ber bushior 
1-Cor..7. 34. There are many things wiſh 
are but the due compliances of + wha 
which yet are great avocations-, and, 
terrupters of a {ftrict devotion ; when\ſs/ 
15 manumitced from that ſubje&ion, wil 
(he has leſs of Martha's care of ſerving, lt 

then at liberty to choſe #{.:75's bart, ki: 
42. She has her time and her. fortung 
her own command, and conſequentlyn 
much more abound in the works bath 
piety and: charity, We find God hy 
ſelf retrench the wive*'s power. of bid 
her own ſoul, Num. 30: Her vows wets 
tally infiegnificant without her husbyS$o 
confirmation ; but the widow might 
vote her ſelf ro what degree ſhe pluſh; 
her piety has no reſtraint from any. 

inconſfiſtent obligation , but may. ſwel 
high as it can. Thoſe hours. which vi 
before her husbands right, ſeem now 
deyolve oa God, the grand proprietob 
our. time: chat diſcourſe and free 1a 
verſe wherewith (he entertain'd himW@ 
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ſpiricual entercourſe with her mal 
and that love which was only hug 
before, by the change of its objecti 
quires a ſublimity, is exalted into dive 
from loial duty and conjugal aftcAioniffe: 

CUP 


Woect, | Of Widows. - _ 835: 
Wormes the eternal work and happineſs of 
Wngels, the ardor of a Cherubim. Thus - 
nzy (he in a higher ſenſe verify Sampſons 
Middle, Judg. 14. fetch hony out of a car- 
ee > make her husbands- Aſhes (like: 
Woe of the heifer under the law, Zeb.g.13.) 
er Purification ; his corruption may help - 
i put on incorruption, and her loſs of a: 
| «<< comfort may inſtate. her-in an 
eral. 

It, And as her ſelf, fo her fortune- 
ny allo be confecrated « and indeed if 
Wc be, that will alſo, If (he have made 
Wn eſcape out of Egypt, there (hall not a: 

oof be left behind her, Exod, 10. 26; 
No part of her poſtefhons will be-af- 
Wen'dto vanity and exceſs, She who hath: 
Weally devoted her felfto Pity, faſted and- 
Wed with Anna, Luk. 2. 37; will alſo be: 
We of good Works and alms. deeds with Tabis 
-s, Act. 9: 36; Thus (he may be a mo- 
Wer when (ſhe ceaſes to bear $; and tho ſhe: 
Wo more increaſe one family. (he may ſup-- 
Wort many; and certainly the fertility: of 
nc womb is not ſo valuable: as this of: 
Mic bowels. Fruitfulneſs can be- bur a: 
Mappineſs, Compaliton is a vertue: Nay: 
Andeed \is a greater & more certain happi- 
gvels ; a child is not brought forth bus wich : 
FP20gs and anguilh; but a work of mercy: is: 


produc'd not only with eaſe, but acl 


offices.of wa[#ing the Saints feet, the cal 
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Beſides, the that bears a Child, known. 
whether it may prove a Blefling or ac 
but Charity gives-certain title ro a Ble 
and engages the moſt ſolvent Pay 
eyen God himſelt who owns. all (ueb 
burſments asa loan to him. He that h 
pity upon the poor, lendeth unto tÞe Lord $1 mb 
that Which be bath given Will be þay bim 44 
Prov. 19, 17. 

x2, There was in the primitive Ti 
an Ecclefiaftical Order of Widows, which 
Sr, Paul mentions, 1 Tim. 5, -whoſe: wh 
Miniſtry was devoted to Charity; - 
were indeed of the poorer ſort, fit r > 1k: 
to receive then give Alms, yet the 
they could do. with their Purſes , the r 
w2s required of their Perſons. rhe humbl 


task of bringing t up children., and # dilia 
attendance on every good work, And:k 
there i$-parity of Reaſon , that thoſe wi 
upon the ſcorce of their Weaith, exer 
themſelves from thote Laborious Servial 
{ſhould commute for. .it by more Libe 
Alms: In the warmth and zeal of Ch 
ſtianity , Women of the higheſt Qualiſ 
performed both ſorts of Chariy - foxgylt 
their Greatnefle in their condeſcenfiont 
yet aſlum'd it again in their bounty;zfoun 


Wea Ill, of Widows, 257 
gRofpitals, and yet with a {aber of love, 
the Apoltle files it, Heb.6. to. diſdain'd 
Wor fomtimes to ſerve in them. But thefe 
Ware Examples not like to: be tranſcrib'd in 
Wbur daics3 Greatneſs is now grown tO 
Wuch an unweilgdineſs, that it cannot Rtoop 
Who to the moſt Chriftian Offices, and 
Myer can as little ſoar up in any Munificene 
Charities: it lands like Nebuchaduez2ars 
3 mY Image, a vaſt Bulk only to be 
wedor'd. 

«& 13. Now certainly, if any Women be 
whualificd co avert this reproch , it muſt be 
WSheDowagers of great Families and For- 
Wunes, they have none to controul their 
WV ifsto the fick and afflited, or to reſent 
a di/paragement from their humility , nei- 
Wher have they an account to give of their 
WE of lions to any bu: God and themſelves; 
at him ſure they can bring none {o- I:ke to 
Wprocure them the Eulogy of Well don thog 
wil 00d and faithful ſervant, Matth. 25.21. as a 
afCatalogue of their Alms. Nor indeed 
afcan they any other way diſpoſe their Fore 
tune ſo much to their own contentment ; 
withey may indeed cloy and'fatiate their ſen= 
ſes, make proviſion for the fleſh 5 but that 
no way ſatisfies their reaſon , much lee 
odtheir Conſcience. Fhe Soul, which is the 
myiupcrior part, is quite left out in that 
t diftribu= 


4 F I. e . . 2 Py OY | | ; 
#R  diftribution, nothing is communicacethle 
|. ' buttheguik of: choſe dear bought Ex 


4. #1  fes> The only way it has robealli 
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$11 


| * intheir Wealth, is by a charitable diſpagy 
je fing. The Poor are its Proxics as wethie 
| | Gods, andtho in all other reſpeRts we mf 
[of fay to the Soul, as the Pialmiſt doepik 
i. God, ©. 16 2, my goodneſs extendetb»\ 
BY (NE. thee: yet by this way » it b:comes:ulfh 


../\, only pattaker, but the chief proprietor, a 


1 ; all is Jaid out for its ule. The harbotkg- 
|, anout-caft, builds it an everlaſting ap 
fi tion, Luk, 26, 9. The- clothing the nk 
Ill” arrays it in pure White linen, Rev, 19. 89: 


/.,} | thefeeding the hungry makes it a guelh 
not obly an indefeifble ticle to theſe haf 


1 /' : fent poſſeſſion, a huge rational Compl 
"117! ; cence intheright applying of Wealth; 
Th doing that witch it for which *twas defigg 


yet more,it gives a'ſenlitive delight,not 
'! ' being more agreeable ro humane natul 
1 - ,; thenthe dOing good to-its own kind.” 


Reverfions , but ithas a greac deal inp 


k : | Afeaſonable Alms leaves a greater exulcatidf 


4 ''', andcranſport in the Giver, then it cati 
{ | dinarily-raiſe inthe Receiver; fo exemf 


| 4 ug. is a More bleſſed thing to give then to recel! 
[118 A&t. 20. 35; This indeed is a way toc 


' 


the 


fying the Maxim of our bleſſed Lord.chaii 


i 


| 


he ſevere denuntiacion of the Apoſtle, 11 im, 
M& 6. A widow that liveth in this pleaſure , is 
of dead whileſt ſhe liveth ;, but on the con» 
wirery, (hall live when ſhe dies ; when ſhe 
i:fens her Breath, (hall improve her-be« 
She ; the Praycrs of che poor, like a benign 
lc, (hall affiſt her flight co the Region of: 
MBlis ; and (he who has here cheriſh'd the 
aBfHited Members, (hall there be jindiſſo- 
ibly united to their Glorious Head, 
wd..14, And now methinks W.idow- hood, 
Wder this aſpet, is quite transformed, 1s 
dt lo fortorn, ſo deſolate an eftate as *tis- 
lually efteem'd, And would all Wi- 
Wows uſe but this expedient , thus devote 
Wcwſclves to Piety and Charity, it would 
alike the healing Tree, Ex94d. 15, 25... ſweet» 
M1 che Waters of AMarab, render the con- 
WEition not only-{upportable, but pleaſant 3 
Wand they: would not need ro-make. ſuch 
frighted , ſuch diſadvantageous: eſcapes. 
Ss many do from it, *Tis true »:the Apo« 
tl's affirmation is unqueſtionable , that 
Wt wife, when ber-busband 5 dead, is at li- 
a8*11y to be married to whom ſhe will, 1 Cor, 
39, Bur the advice be ſubjoins is au» 
Mientic too , [he 3s. happier. if (he ſo abide, 
She that may ſolace her (elf in the Society, 
Iwhin the Love of her God, makes an ignoble 
leſcent ro human embraces ; (he that may: 
(10 pur= 
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purchaſe Heaven with her Wealth ,; | 
a very dear Bargain of the beſt * 
band on Earth ; nay indeed, upon u19 
ſecular account , it ſeems not very pl 
dent to relinquiſh both Liberty and 5 | 
perty , to Eſpouſe at the beſt a ſubj6 
on, but perhaps a Slavery ; it a litls 
{cmbles the mad frollicks of freed Gall 
flaves, who play away their liberty 
ſpon as they regain it. 
' 15, Martiage is ſo great an adventh 
that once ſeems enough for the whole: 
for whether they have bin proſperojy 
adverſe in the firſt, it does almoſt di{g 
rage a ſecond attermt. She that has 64 
good Husband , may be ſuppos':o hi 
bis Idea (o fixt in her Heart, that ity 
be hard to introduce any new Form':* 
farther, fhe may very reaſonably dal 
that in this common dearth &f Vircu,"l 
good Husbands will ſcapce fall rv 
Womans ſhare, and an ill one will bed 
more intolerable to her , by the refie& 
ſhe will be apt to make on the bet 
On the other fide, if {be have hadaV 
the ſmart ſure cannot but remain after 
rod is taken off; the memory of whath 
has ſuffer'd ſhould ,methinks, be a cor 
tent caution againſt new adventures. "Ti 
experience ſheyys us, that women The 
weak 


\&, III, Of Widows, 261 
eaker lex ) have commonly fortitude e- 
bugh to encounter and bafile all theſe 


Monfiderations. It is not therefore to be 


peed that many will by any thing that 


Wc or can be ſaid be diverted from re- 


trying : and indeed ſhe that does not 
referye ber widow- hood upon the ac- 


Suns fore mentioned, may perhaps better 


linquiſh ir. St, Paul we ſee adviſes that 
ole Widows whe found ro better emploi= 


Sent then going f:om bouſe to bouſe, that 


\ 


{ 
17 
$ 


hf 
ket 


rew by their vacancy to 2e tatlers and 
le bodies, 1 Tim. 5. 13: ſhould marry 


pain; it being the beſt way to fix thele 
randring planets, to find them buſineſs 


0! their own at home, that ſo they may 


Nt ramble abroad to -iIntermeddle with 
at of others. And the truth is, they that 
nnot brook the retiredneſs and gravi- 


Sy whici: becomes a Widow, had bet- 


r put themſelves in a ſtate that leſs re= 


4Mvires ic ; and if they refolve nottocon- 


rm their minds to their condition, to 
ting their condition totheir minds 3 but 
| the doing that , there will be ſome 
wtions very neceſſary to be obſerved: 
(hall reduce them to two, the one re-= 
ting to the times, the other to the quality 


TP! the match. 


16. Firſt, 


lation, 
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I6, Firſt jn reip:& of ime , cond 
decency requires that there be a cofif 
rable- interval be-rween the parry 
one husbaad and- the- chuling anot 
This has bin ſo much oblitved byy 
tions that were at all civiliz'd , tha 
nd: Nurs made it a law, that no 
dow ſhould marry under tea months 
if- any did, ſhz was to ſactifece as for 
expiation of a crime; and this cont 
in force many ages after, infomuch 
when upon reaſons of State 4ugu/ius fel 
it uſeful ro marry his ſiſter Otevia 07 
toniis, nothing leſs then a decree: off 
Senate could licerce the anticipating 
time; fo zealous obtfervers were pe 
this poine of Civilicy , that they tha 

the whole State was concern\d in the 
'Fis'true we have no law iff 
caſe, but we have ſfomwhar of cuſtom 

know not how long we {hall haye i 
the |; :quent breaches of it threaten 
to cancell jts yet a woman that is 4 
der of her honor will ſcarce give het 
awple-towards the reſcindiig it. 

wounds of grief are ſeldom heal'd by 
band but that of time, and therefoft' 
ſudden 2 cure ſhews the hurt pierce 
deep ; and ſhe that can make her mouti 
veil an optic to draw a new lover nd 


le. INI. Of Widows, 263 
a hex tight gives cauſe ro tuipeR the ſables 
fee all without, 

a 17. The next thing con(iderable is the 
whualicy of the match. Marriege is (o 
y ole a links that to have it eafie, *js good 
aihavyethe parties as even proportion d as 
» My be. And firſt in reſpec of quality 
id fortune , *ris ro be wiſht there ſhould 
wi 10 eminent diſproportion. Thoſe that 
ict moſt upon a level, are leaſt ſubjeR 
1d thoſe upbraidings that often attend a 
at deſcent of either party 5 it is there« 
x&tc no prudent motive, by which ſome 
AMidows are ſwai'd, who marry only for 
oSfeattitle ;- who often do not meet wich 
8 much of. ,obeiſance from rangers. as 
wilhey. do with . contemr, from. their hufe 

nds and his relations. There have bin 
oy examples of Lords , who have uled 

Wh» bur inferior , Widows like ſpunges, 
Acezd them to fill themſelves again on» 
a with the air of a big name. On the 
aver fide, for a woman to marry very 
wWcanly and coo much below her ſelf, is 

Wther worſe 3 thoſe kind of matches are 

dinarily made in a tranſport of paſſion, 
xd when that abates and leavcs her to 

{Wer refl-Rjons , ſhe will p:obably be lo 
ery with her (elf, that (he will icarce be 

Well pleay'd with ber husband,. A "on 

E: a} 
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is more honorable, ſo'cis alio mores 


to-think (he has made ſuch a-:or 


ſervant, Nay farther,ſuch marriages 


as to. diſcourage fuch an atremt . 


lora who thus diſpoles: of - her ſelf 


and therefore *cis their concern 
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ot-1ubdjection 18 a lit]: 1weecened bull 
worth and Gignity of the ruler : of 


the ſerviler ſpirics being of all ot 
molt imperious in command, . Ang 
'cwill nota little grate a woman of þ 


Maifter , who perhaps would beforg; 
thought it a preferment to have bi 


commonly an ill r: fletion on them 
ſly of the Woman » -it being uſuallyg 
ſum'd that where the Pans 3+{0 


” there was ſome invitation of 
o. that upon all accounts (he is ve 


is too well known ſuch matches 
ofc bin made , and the ſame levitg 
inconfideration may betray others-itd 


ballaſt their minds, and to- provid 
their paſſion never get ime aſcendamta 

their reaſon: © 
_ 18. Another very neceſſary equ 
that of their judgment as - to Relig 
I do not mean' that they are to carey 
each other as to every- minute (peg 
tive point; but that they be of chad . 
profeſſion ,' (o as to joyn rogether ;j 
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(ip of God. HI 15 ture very uncom- 
Wa ble, that choſe who have !o cloſely 
* Wbin'd all cheir other inter. Rs, (hould be 
Winited in the greatct « that one Chureh 
Annot hold them , whom one houſe, one 
lll does 3 and that religion which is io it 
the moſt uniting thing , ſhould be'the 
Wy diſagreement between them, I know 
nk oft made a compact in ſuch matches, 
4 neither - (hall impoſe their opinion 
Won the other : yer I doubt fris ſeldom 
Yo, unleſs it be by thoſe whoſe care- 
neſs of all Religion abates their zeal co 

y one» But where they have any ecar- 
ineſs in their way, eſpecially where one 

ty thinks che other in a damnable error, 
ll ſcarce be poflible: to refrain endca- 
"*MWuring to reduce them'3 and that endea- 
Sr begets diſpuces, choſe diſputes beats, 
ſe heats diſguſts , and thoſe diſgnſts 
haps end in averſion : fo that at laſt 
ir affeftions grow as unreconcilable 
MW their opinions » and their reþ-gious jars 
whaw on domeſtic. Bcfides, if none of theſe 
Wgronal debates: happen, yet the educa- 
Wn of the children will be matrer of dif- 
es the one 'parent will fill. be counter- 
Mining the 'other , each ſeckn g ro recover 
\* others proſelytes. Nay it irtroduces 
con into the inferior parts of the family 
T (00 3. 


2:66 The Laates.Calling, P 
td 2 the ſeryants » according tothe 
ferent perſwaſions bandy into-leagul 
parties ; fo that it endangers, ifnotylh 
deftrojes all concord in families + awd 
this train of miſchiefs, (houid mabil 
be -a competent prejudice again 
matches. Y S 
19, There 1s -yet a third. parti 
wherein any great diſproportion is mil 
be avoided, and that is in} Yeats, 
humors of you.h and age differ fo wid 
that there had need bes great deal off 
to compoſe the diſcord into a hart 
When a young woman matries. atl 
man, there are commonly jealoufies'a 
one part and loathjrgs on the other 5 
if there be not an eminent degree of 
cretion:in one or both, there will be: 
perual difagreements. But this is | 
that docs not oftet happen among 
now ſpeak to: fortho the avarice off 
rents ſomtimes forces maids upa 
matches , yet widows who are their 4 
chooſers ſeldom make ſuch an ele 
The inequality among them commd 
falls on the other (ide , and old-wel 
marry young met. Indeed any marrifi 
in (ach a folly and dotage , they who 
ſuddenly make their beds in the duſt;'y 
fhould they think of 2 nuptial coat 


| 
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1d co ſuch the aniwer of tre Philoſopher 
o& oppoſite, who being. demanded what 
ias che ficcelt time for marrying » replied, 
a foly che young not yet 5 for the old not at 
G | 
Y b Bute this dotage. becomes perfect 
i5RFcnzy and madneſs when chey, chooſe 
wourg hus bands : this 1s an accumulation 
<f abiurdicies arid concrad:ftions. Theo huſe 
"Wand and the Wife are bur one pcrſon ; 
ided yet at once yourg and old, fre{Þh and 
Micher'd. 'Tis a reverfiag the degrees of 
ture , and cherefore 1c was no 11] anſwer 
hich Dion)/1u5 the Tyrant, gave his mo» 
ter, who in her age defign'd ſuch a match, 
hat tho by his regal power he could dif- 
eScnle wich poſitive laws, yet he could 
-Sot abrogate thoſe of nature ; or make ic 
alt for her an old woman to marry a yourg 
Wan. 'T1s indeed an inverſion of ſeaſons 
a confounding the Kalender, imaking a 
.ungrel north of May and December x 
; Wad che conjuntion proves as fatal as 
a is prodigious» it being ſcarce ever leen 
ic uch a match proves tolerably happy, 
nd indeed *cis not imaginable how it 
F0u1d, for firſt 'tis ro be preſum'd ſhe 
at marries fo muſt marry meayly , vo 
Jourg man who does not need her forwune 
8911 take her perſon, For tho ſome "oo 
nec 
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the humor to give great races for,g 
mate antiquities , yer none wil! tal 
living gratis, Next(he never miſlesy 
haced by him ſhe marries : he looks ad 
23 his rack and torment, thinks hy 
under the lingring torture devig'd byj 
>entius, a living body tied to a deadj; 
___ muſtſhethink to cure this by any th 
8; 1} adulteries of art: (he may buy ww 
1. and yet can never make it her own 
paint yet neyer be fair. Tis like enay 
7 a mud-wall, the courſnefle of the gy 
% { - will ſpoilthe varniſh 3 and che gread 
Bhat 1 quifitnefſe of drefle ſerves but to illyf 
|, © her native blemiſhes. So that all ſhe 
"08 7 by.chis is to make him ſcorn as well a 
Wet: Hor her. 7 
| & I. 21. Indeed there is nothing can be4 
"TR 0's ridiculpus, then an old Woman 
| ſer out 3-and it was not unaptly 4 
Diogenes to fuch a one , If this deck 
| Rr for the living, you are deceived ; ih 
li 4. 5 the dead, make haſt to them : and la 
bit many young, husbands will be reagh 
fay as much. Nay becauſe death ol 
i not quick enough to part chem there iii 
ds | have patience to attend irs loitering-il 
| 7h 83 the man bids adieu to che Wife tho ng 
F8 her fortune, takes that to maintalll 
" luxuries elſewhere» allows her ſome'l 
"2 4nt 
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nity, abd makes her a penſioner to 
» own eſtate. So that he has his deſign, 
W..: (he none of hers :- he married for her 
rune, and he has'it; (he for his perſon, 
ad has it not: and which is worſe buies 
or defeac with the loſs of all 3 he com- 
novly leaving her as emty of- mony as he 
zund her of wit. AE. 
22- And truly this is a condition de- 
lorable enough, and yet uſually fails even 
We char comfort which is the laſt reſerve of 
hc miſerable , I mean Pitty. Tis the Wile 
man's queſtion , Eccluſ, I'2, I 34 Who : vill 
tty a charmer that is bitten With a Serpent ? 
e might have preſum'd leſs on his $kill, 
Mnd kept himſelf art a ſafer diſtance ; and 
re che like may be ſaid 'of her. Alas, 
Mriiac are her feeble charms,chat ſhe ſhould: 
IMxpeXt by. them co. fix the giddy appe- 
ices of youth ? And fince (he could ſo-pre- 
me without ſenſe, none will regret that 
ne could be'convinc'd by ſmart, Be- 
des, this is a caſe wherein there have bin 
og mulcicude of unbappy Preſidents which 
night have caution*d her. He that acci-' 
entally falls down an undiſcover'd preci- 
ice is compaſſionated for his diſaſter ;:but: 
ſe that Rands a great while on the brink. 
"© it, looks down and ſees the bottom 
rew'd with the: mangled carcaſſes ' of 
N many 


| oy 


[Ef 


loaded with cenſures and reproche . | 
World is apt enough to malicious er t 
to fix blame where there is none, 
ſeldom 


matches. are (0 deſtitute of any ration; 
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many that have thence fallen; if he{ 
celiberacely caft hinlelf inco _ 
pany : the blame gu. _ ? 
ar y; be may aſton; 
holders. And eruly ſhe ue cali 
ſelf away in ſuch a match, betraies nc th 
but mere wilfulnefle. How mabny 
of unhappy women preſent the 
het, like the wracks of old veſlels,. 
uponthis rock? And iffhe will my: 
her courſe purpoſely to do the ſame ,. n 
ought to grudg hee the fhipyrack (haj 
"i. Wer hnothacalnces ani 
IJ Or Nas 1NC ONLY INS 
comfort to be depriv d of pity , but: j 


| l 


guiley of the charitative, doe 
com the ſmalleſt appearance off 
but generally puts the worſt conſiru6 

on any aR , chat it will with any p& i 
bility bear ; and accordingto that mg * 
women in this condition can expel 


very mild deſcant on them. Indeed. 6 


, 


Plea, that 'tis hard to derive them f 
ather motive then the ſenfitive. Wan 
the common conjeRures are , ih thatah 
is. Cs ad it is unhanſom | Of! 


y4 4 


tre: 1 (hall not ſay how crue they are, 
D al r if they be 5 i adds another reaſon to 
"WMche former , why ſuch marriages are fo 
; Mimproſperous. All diſtortions in Nattire 
” ace ufually ominous ; and ſure ſuch pre- 
Tr ckon'd as diſmal Preſapes, and very cer- 
Wein ofies t00 > firfce'they create the ruine 
"they foretell. And truly *is not only juſt, 
Wbut convenient , that ſuch motives (hould 
"T be attended with ſuch Conſequences ; that 
" the Bitterneſs of the one may occaſion 
1} ſome refleion on the Sordidneſs of the © - 
(M$ cher« Tis bur kindly , chat ſuch an Al- 
"© and the unpleſantriffe of the event chaſtjſe 
'F7 the uglineſs of the Deſign ; and therefore 
JJ 1 chink thoſe that are conſcious of the one, 
"7 Gould be ſo far from murmurcing , chat 
M7 they ſhould be very thankful for the other ; 
My tink ic Gods diſcipline to bring chem 
T1 again to their Wits , and not repine at that 
AJ ſmart which themſelyes have made nece(- 
a ary; = hn 
* 24. Afd now I wiſh all the Ancicnter 


71 Widows, wouldſctioufſy weigh how much 
*is their Intereſt not to ſeyer thoſe two Epis 
thets ;_ that 'of Ancieht they cannot pur 

7% of, it daily grows upon them ; and tiat 

7, ofWidow'is ſure a mote propottionable 
PREY N32 adjunR, 
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adjun® co.it. then that of Wife ; eſpeeth > 
ally when it is co one to whom her A 

might have made her Mother. There jv} 


. Veneration due to Age, if it be ſuch as dif} 


owns not it felf'; The Eoary bead, ſays Solk. 
mon, is a crown of glory if it be feundin the 
Way of righteouſneſſe, Prov.it6. 32. butwhaa 
it will mix it ſelf with Youth, it is dif} 
claim'd by both, becomes the ſhame of thi 
Old, and the ſcorn of the Young. Whats 
firange fury is it then which poſſefles ſuch 
Women , that when they may diſpoſ| 
their Fortunes to thoſe advantageous Des 
figns before mention'd , they ſhould ogh. 
buy with them , ſo undecent, fo ridicuþ> 
ous a {layery 2 that when they may keg.) 
up the reputation ofModeſty and Prudence. 
they ſhould expoſe themſelyes to an Unis | 
yerſal Contemt for the want-of both ; and: 
that they who might have had a reyerence,. 
put themſelves even out of the capacity of. 
bare compaſſion. a 

* 25, This is ſo high a Frenzy,as ſure cati-.| 
not happen in att inftant;ic muſt have ſome: 
preparatory degrees » ſome rooting. in the | 
conſtitution and habic of the mind : Such 
Widows haye ſure ſome lightneſle. of. 
humor, before they can be ſa giddy in their. 


| 


Brains, and therefore thoſe that will ſecure. 


themſelves from the Effet, muſt ſabfires 2 
the 


$f $ect. II, of Widmws, 
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the Cauſe ; if they will Rill be wiſbing 


i} chemſelyes yourg » tis odds but within a 


while , they will perſwade themſelves they 
Let them therefore content them= 


thi ſelves to be old , and as Faſhions are vari- 


ed with Times , ſo let them put on the Or=- 


IK} naments proper to their Seaſon ; which 


are Piety, Gravity , and Prudence; Theſe 


Armor too ; this will gain them ſuch a 


oe f Reverence, that will make it as impro- 


of theſe ; which betraies Women to ſuch 


>| bable they ſhould beafſauled, as impoſ- 


fible they Chould aflault. For 1 think one 
may ſafely ſay, It is. the want of one or all 


Marriages. 
26. And indeed it may be a matter of 


Caution , eyen to the younger Widows, |; 
' 'notto ler themſelves too much loofe to. a | 
light frolic humor , which perhaps they : 
will not be able to put off, when it is moſt | 
neceſſary they ſhould. Ic wiltnot much in» 1 
Vite a ſober Man to marry them while :; 
they are young ; and if ic continue with | 
them till they are old, it may ( as natural '! 
Motions ufe )-grow more violent towards || 
itsend: 3 -precipirate them intothat ruinons || 
Folly we have before conſidered. Yet, |; 
thould chey happen to ſcape chat; ſhould ir || 
not force them from eu Widow-hood, |; 

3 * || 


will be not ovly their ornament , but their '! 


a - - —_— - _ * 
= — * 
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itwill ſure very ill agree with it : fork 
ly. .,' prepoſterous is it for an Old Womay; 
1 -; delight in Gauds and Trifles, ſuch as wel 
| ' fittertoentercain her gran- childrenfto rey 
4 | Romances with ſpeRacles,and be at Maik 
/; | and Dancings, when he is fic only to 
i the Antics ? Theſe are contraditionayl 
'{ |} Nawre: thetcaring off her Marks; ag 
:| 4, Whereſhe has wruc fifty or fixty, toleflyl n 

\ ': ;1 { beyond the proportion of the unjulll 
 Steward)and write fixtcen. And thoſe whgl x 
ehus manage their wid6w-hood , bag! 
| more reaſon to bewail ic at laſt thewg| | 
| % - firſtas having more er mcally ag 
| Lmemiſchif of being left to their own guich | 
4. |! ance; It will therefore concern them allqs 
| put themſelves under a ſafer ConduQt, by 
| ,, anaſhduous Devotion torender themlelyy 
';- |- up to the leading of the One _—_—_— 
i} «4, Guide, who, ifhe benoc a covering of th 
{ i 66s , Gen. 20. 16, to preclude all ſecond 
Choices .may yet be 4 light to thew for di 
W-4 cerning who are fitro be choſen; that. if 
i. j bBhey ce ficcouſe their liberty and Marry, 
| they.may yet take the Apoſtles reſtriftion 
with ic, I Cor, 7. 40. thatit be ouly in the 
Lord, Upon ſuch ſober Motives , and with 
ſuch due Circumſtances as may approveit 
toHim, and render it capable of his Be» 
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th 1 HAVE now gone through botly 
Mi) - * Parts of the propos'd. Mahod,. Fhe 
ay former has preſented thoſe Qualifications 
a which are me neceflary-to every Wo» 
nn man : Theſe, as a Root ſend [ap and vigor 
W cothe diftint Branches , animate and im- 
pregnate - the feveral ſucceſſive States 
X 


through which (he is to- paſſe. He that 
hath pure Ore or Bullion , may caſt it in- 
to what Form beſt firs his uſe, nay may 
| rravſlate it from one to another ; and the 
who has that Mine of Virtues, may furnifls 
out any Condition ; her being good inatq 
abſolute conſideration, will certainly make 
her lo -ia a relative. On the other fide, 
ſhe who-has not ſuch a Stocks cannot keep 
up the Honor of any State; like corrupted 
Liquor, emty it from one: Veſſcltoano» 
ther / it ill infeQts and comaminates alls 
And this is the cauſe that Women: are 
alike complain'd of under all Forms ». be» || 
cauſe ſo many want this Fundamental || 
there would be more. modeſt Virging, loyal | 
and obedient Wives - andober Widows. | 


N. 4. 2+. l 
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2, I muſt therefore intreat thoſe will, 
will look on this Tra , not only to fig al 
Out that part which bears'their own | c 
ſcription but that they think themſely 


yr 


no lefle concern'd in that which relatesw.”; 
definitely to their Sex ; endeayor to pal © 
ſefle themſelves of thoſe excellencies whit 
ſhould be as univerſal as their kind : $$; 
when they are ſoſtor'd with Matter ; © 
may leave Providence to diverfifie tht ? 
Shape, and (o aſlign them their Scene & 
Aion. $4 , 
- 3. And now would God it were a5 ell, 


« 


to perſuade » as it 1sto propoſe ; and thy 

this Diſcourſe may not be taken only ag1\ 
Gazet for its newneſſe, and diſcarded a 
ſoon as read ; but that it may at leaſt a6 
vancetothe honor of an Almanac, be ah 
lowed on Year ere it be out of date: anda 
thattime, if frequently and ſeriouſly coms | 
ſulted, it may perhaps awaken ſome Ladiq 
from their ſtupid Dreams , convince them 
that they were ſent into the World fot 
nobler purpoſes , then only ro make a lictk 
Glittering in it; like a Comet, to give 3 | 
blaze; and then diſappear. And truly, if it | 
may Operate but ſo far as to give them an | 
effeRive ſenſe of that, I (hall chink it has 

don them a confiderable Service : They 

may,l am ſure,from that Principle, _ 


a”—” IT 
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WW! necefiary Conſequences, and 1 wiſh 
Whey would but take the pains to draw the 
\FCorollaries; for thoſe Inductions they 
W mike to themſelves , would be much more 
Mefficacious then thoſe which are drawn to 
M their hands. Propriety is. a great endear- 
Wo ment, we love to be Proſelytes to our (elves: 
MF and People oft refiſt others Reaſons » who 
'M would upon meer partiality pay reverence 
"* totheir OWN. 


M4. But beſidesthis, there would be ano- 


k ther Advantage, if they could be bur gor 


to a cuſtom Of confidering, by it they mighe: 


inſenfibly undermine the grand inftrument 
| of their ruine. That carelefle incogitancy, 
fo remarkably frequent among all, and: 
not leaſt among Perſons of Quality » is: 
the fource of innumerable Miſchiefs ; 
"tis the Delilab, that at once lulls and be- 
trays them; it Keeps them in a perpetual 
| Sleep, binds up their Faculties, fo that, 
| though they are not extinR, yet they be- 
| com uſeleſle, Plato uſed to ſay, That 4 man 4 
\ ſleep Was good for nothing « and "tis certain« 

ly no leffe true of this Moral drouſinefle 
then the Natural. And as in Sicep the fancy 
| onlyis. in motion, fo theſe inconſiderate 
| Perions, they rather dream then diſcourſe, 
| | entertain little ir:fling Images of things, 
which are preſented bv their Senſes , bur. 
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of the Inhabitants, which had cut 


xogative-, to-be exemted-from both ; wil 
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know not how-to converle with therRyl th 
fon. So that in this drouſy ftate, all renay} px 
tions come on:them with the fame adm ti 
tage, with that ofa #bief in the nightyy pi 
Phraſe by which the Scripture exprefie g: 
moſt inevitable unforeſeen danger, 1 Till n 
5- 2» We read in Fudges, how eafilybahe: 
became a prey to a handful of men; mea v 
becauſe of the ſupine negligent hu , 
off from all intercourſe wich any whi! r 
might have ſuccortd them». Fudg. 18.27.) \ 


and certainly it gives no leſs opportunk| 
to our Spiritual Aﬀailants, leaves us nal | 


and ungarded to receive all their Impr 
ons. How prodigious a thing is it thei | 
that this (tate of dulnefſe and danger (hou 

be affcRedly choſen 2 yet we ſee it too 

ten is » even by thoſe whoſe qualities wi 
Education fic them for more wpgrr 4 
Elections ;. nay, which is yer more a riddh, 
thatevery aptnefe diſenables, ſets themb- 


bove whart it prepares them for. Labork 


: ' j 


tookt on as utterly incompatible 


Greacnefſe, and Conſideration. is looke wy 


a8 a labor of the mind ; and there are ſons 


Ladies, who ſeem toreckon it 25 their Pre 


ne-more applytheir Underftandings to any 
ferious Diſcuffion., then their F ands 
= * 6 


WU Se, 117,  TheChoſe, 279 
wth: Spiadle and DiRtaft; the one they think: 
pl pedantic, as.the other is mean. In the mean 
al time + by whac ſtrange meaſures do they 
yg proceed * they: look on Idiots as the molt 
deplorable of Creatures , becauſe chey 
all yant reaſon ,, and yet make it their own 
$ excellence and preheminence , to want the 
a uſe of it;, which is indeed ſo much. worſe 
W then to want the thing, as {oth is worle 
Wy then poverty - & moral defeEt then a natw- 
| ral. But we may ſee by this, how much ci- 
vil and ſacred eſtimates differ : for we find 
the Bereans commended: not only as more 
diligent , but as morencble too , 48. 17% 
11, Becauſe they attentively conſider'd, and 
firifly examin'd: the Dofrine preach d- to- 
them, By which they may diſcern, that in 
þ| Gods Courc of Honor, a flupid Ofcitancy' 
}/ is noennobling Quality, however it comes: 
| to be thought ſo-in theirs. | 
5. And if this one point might be gain d, 
x they would but {ofar aRuate their Rea+ 
| ſon, asdeliberatly and duely co weigh their 
; Intereſt, they: would find that ſo triftly 
engaging them to all that is vertuous, that: 
they muſt have a very invincible reſolution: 
for ruine ,..1fthat:cannot perſwade them 2: 
and I hope all .women are not Medea'ss 
whom the Poet brings in avowing the 
hicrridneſe . of that faR,. which yet ſhe 
da 4 re 


280 The Ladies Calling, Part . 
re{oly'd to execute. They are generally wh 
ther timorous , and aptto ſtart at the with 
prehenſion of danger ; let them but -{&1 
ferpent tho at a great diſtance, they will 
need no homilics or leftures to be perſ[wath th 
edrofly it» And ſuredid they but cleeff 
ly diſcern what a Ring there is in thoſe: wh c 
cious follies they embrace , their fee 
would make them quit their hold ; pl g 
chem in ſuch a trembling , as would , ill { 
that of Belſhazzars, flacken their join] r 
and make thoſe things drop from. thenj| « 
which before they moſt tenacionſly grafy| | 
ed. For indeed in fin there is. a conſpiry- 
tion of all that can be dreaiful to a ratis 
nal being, ſo that one may give its con 
pendium by the very reverſe of that which 
the Apoſtle gives of Godlinefſe, 1 Timh, 
8, for as the one bas the promiſes, fo thi 
other has che curſes of of this life, and of thi 
to come, "og 
6, In this life every deprav'd at ( mud 
more habit ) has a black ſhadow antend- 
ing it ; it caſts one inward upon the con- 
ſcience in uncomfortable upbraidings aid 
regrets. 'Tis true indeed, ſome haye the 
Art todiſguiſe that to themſelves by catt- 
inga yet darker over ic; ſupprefling all 
thoſe reJuRtings by an induſtrious fiupt- 
faRtion;making rheir ſouls ſo perfeRt _ 
endl 


4 


Me 


do 


mere 


* 
* % 
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hat they cannot fee thole black images 


heir conſ{ciences repreſent, But as this 
aders their condition. but the more 


wm wrertched 3 fo neither can they blind others 


$thothey do themletves, Vice caſts 2 dark 


ſhadow outwards too, not ſuch as may 
A conceal but betray its ſelf : and as the 


w evening ſhadows increaſe in dimenſion. 
| grow toa monitroſity and diſproportion 
ſo the longer any il] habit is continued, the 


more viſible, the more deform's it appears, 
draws more obſervation and more cen- 
ſure. | 

7. *'T were indeed endlefle to reckon up 
the remporal evils to which it cxpoles 
its votarics 3 tmmodefty deftroi's their 
fame, 2 vain prodigality their fortune, 
anger makes them mad, pride hateful, 
levity renders them deſpi»'sd, obſtinacy 
deſperate , and irreligion is a complicati- 
on of all thefe , fills up their meſure both 
of guilt and wretchednefs, fothar had ver» 
tue no other adyocate, her very Antago= 
nift would plead for her : the miſerable 
conſequences of vice, would like the flames 
of $odom -fend all confidering perſons to 
that little Zoar, which how deſpicable ſo- 
ever it may have appear'd before , cannot 
but look invitingly when ſafety is in(crib'd 
on its gates: FE IE Fg 
Os | 8, But 


ſtead of a girdle a rent, 


8. But it muſt infinicly more do to, if th 

pleaſe co open a Viſto into-the Grber-way on 
make-uſe of divine perſpeCtives to: diy 

thoſe diftant objeAts which their g ar 
ſenſes do- here intercept. There they mill 
fee the ditmal Caiaftrophe of their Cong 
dies, the miſerable inverfion of all-unlay 


ful or unbounded pleaſures: there that pag , 
phecic menace concerning Babylon whighy 
l 
t 


we find, Rev. 18, 7, will be literally ve 
fied upon-every hunhappy ſoul, 1ccor ding 
{je exalted her ſelf and lived delicately, ſo may 
the more tribulation give ber; the torm * e 
that life will bear proportion to the prids| 
and lyzuries of this. It will therefore;hyjtt 
neceſſary for thoſe who. hear. wallow: jj 
mee , t&\ confront tothem che remens.|.c 
branceof thoſe rivers of brimftone,. 4 

ack themſelves the Prophets queſtion, My | 
ran Iv: 11 with everlaſting burnings?-We find | 
Efay, when he denounces but temp! 4 
op mp againſtthe daughters: of Zan; | 
tie exadty purſues the Antitheſis,. and toge 
vey part of their effeminat delicacy;heap 
poſes the dire& contrary: hard(hip, inf 
of /ſTveet ſmells there [ball be a ſtink; i» 
in ſtead off well: 
bair, balineſs, inftead of a ſtdmacber, a-girde 


ing with ſackclotb , and. burning in- ſtead of 


, 
: 
, 


»” 


beauty, Efai 3. 24; 


9. It 


" 
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In g, It were well the daughters of our 
: would copy out this lefture, and pru» 
a ly foreſee how every particular fin or 
o&nicy of eheirs will have irs adapted pu- 
mli{hment in another World. And ſure 
nds conſideration well digeſted muſt needs: 
alle 2 forcible expedient to cleanſe them 
mom all fithineſs of fleſh and ſpirit, as the 
A polile fpeaks, 2 Cor. 7. t. For is it poſ- 
all ble for her to cheriſh and blow up her 
{@ibidinotns flames here >» who confiders. 
wthem. but as the firſt kindlings of thoſe in- 
Sexcinguiſbable ones hereafter > Can ſhe 
| wake. it her ſtudy to- pleaſe her appetite, 


chr remembers that Dives unintermit- 
IÞ|ed feaſt ends in as unallaied a thirft 2 Or 
p.|.can (he deny the crumbs of her table to- 

that Lazarus, to whom ſhe foreſees the 
| | fball then ſupplicate for a drop of water ? 
| In fine, can ſhe lay out her whole indu- 
| firy » her fortune , nay her ingenuity tog, 
;| in making proviſion. for the fl: 
| conſiders that the flefh will-more corrupe 
| by-pampering., and breed the worm that 
! never dies? Certainly no: woman can 
be ſo deſperately. daring , as thus to at- 


her ſexſe, only that (he may ruine her 
foul; and unleſs ſhe can do all this,. her 


| forefight will prove her eſcape, and her 


Viewing 


3 wh Q- 


taque damnation , reſt her reaſon and 


. 
- 
\ 
L 
l 
' 


- 


that is good , Pal. 34. to, And this hip} 
Þy ſtate is as acceſſible as excellent, Got! 


. 
: 
. 
» 
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. 
A 
- 


184 The Ladies Calling, P: 


viewing tbe botromlefle pit 1n Lay 


\ e 
' 


| 
a 


.” 


and picture w.ll ſecure her fiom a ret 
{cent into it, Y1 
_ to, Burnow that this Trat may'iv 
make i:5 exit'in ſhape of a fury, bring i] 
meditations to hell and there leave i 
It muſt now at laſt (ſhift the Scene , argit 
it ha: ſhe »'d the blackneſs of vice by (Wt 
ourer darknefle to which it leads, we's 


will let in a beam of the Celeſtial fic 


to diicover the beauty of Vertue ; rei 


the Reader that there is a region of joy 
well as a place of torment, and piery 


a ſtate,compar'd ro which the ElyziumM 
the heathen is as inconfiderable as iff 
fiAirious, rhe Mahometam Paradiſe 
Mac and infpid as it 15grofle and: brutifif 
where. the undertaking of the Plaliif 


fear the Lord (hall want no manner of th 


; f 


is not unfincere in his propoſals , offts\ 


not theſe glories only to Tantalize a.d 
abuſe us, but to animate and incoursy 


mankind. He ſers up an inviting prizt/} 


and he not only marks out, but levth' 
the wayto1t ; makes that our duty whict 
is alſo our pleaſure, yea our honont 

t00: 


e 


(hall be compleatly anſwer'd , choſe that) 


vercue is that milky way that leads ro'fc 


| 
| 


4 
{ 
( 


| 


. 


, 


| 
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ao : So has be contrivid for our eaſe, 
1Whac knowing how hardly we can diveſt 
Yur voluptuouſnefſs and ambition , he 
y Suts us nor coſt; all he demands is but 
"Mar he may chooſe the objeRs, and in 
Far he is yet more obliging, for by chat 
ii once he refines and ſatisfies the defires. 
We takes us' off indeed from the fulſom 
'Wleſures of ſenſe, which by their grofle- 
ſ{Sefſe may cloy , yet by reaſon of their 
iEmtincfle can never fill us ; and brings us 
yo taſt che more pure ſpiricual delights 
rhich are the true elixir of Pleſures; in 
Wompariſon whereof all the (enſual are 
"Fur as the dregs or feces in an extraftion, 
tfafter the ſpirics are drawn cff, In like 
ypwanner he calls us from the aſpiring to 
Mſeboſe pinacles of honour , where we al- 
fwaics {it tottering and often fall down, but 
rye invites us to ſoar higher » where we 
Wiſhall have the 1002 with all her viciflitudes 
wand changes under our feet, Rev. 12. Ie 
$jand enjoy a grandeur as irreverfible as 
gUplendid, : 
df 8, Thus does he (hew ts 2 way to 
Jhallow our moſt unſanRified afeRions 3 
Tus according to the prophefie of Zecha- 
if rieb , my bolineſſe be writ even upon the bells 
y! of the borſes, Zech, 14. 20. upon our 
7) moſt brutal inclinacions 3 and thus "wy 
| a 


againſt her fins; (he that is 


of Jericho, is ſo execrable, that-it my 
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all thoſe feminine Paſſions which aoy 
duce women from Virtw, advance 
in it. Let her that is amorous, place 
love upon him who .is ( as the vp 
tells us, Cant, 5, to.) the chlefeſt amp p 
#ouſand ; ſhe that is angry, turn herih 

haughry yl 
dain the Devils drudgery :; ſhe tha: 
fearful, dread him who can deſtroy: 
Body and Soul in Hell, Wat, 5 i, 


ef 
Qt 


. 


" «4 


opt 
the that is ſad 3 reſerve her rears for: £ 
penetential offices. Thus may chey can" 
crate even their infirmities ; and tho 
cannot Deifie, or ere&t Temples to thillf 
25 the Romans did to:heir Paſfions,:$ 
their Diſcaſes 35 yet after they are 
cleanſed , they may ſacrifice them as 
Fews did the clean Beaſis in theTaberan 
OQuly irreligion and profaneneſs is e 
trom this Privilede , no. Water of Fj 
fication can cleanſe ir, or make it 
viceable inthe Temple 3 that like the ſpa 


g\ 


| 


TOLL; | 


þ "_ is nas nn | od ” 
ing. @l..0, 17- Or | God do nat 
ſpile Fl work of his own hands , of 
fo much kindneſ(sto his Creatures, cha 
endeavours: to reduce all our native itt 
nations to their primitive reAitude ;\M 
therefore docs not abolifb, bur purifie thasf 
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on Atheiſm is none of thole, 'tis a counter» 
$288 from hell , in oppohtion to that 
celohry wind in which the holy Spirit de- 
Saded. Tho the ſubjeR in which it ſub= 
i; may be reform'd, che perſon may. turn 
ritiao , and the wit that mamtain'd its 
S(phemous paradoxes may be converted 
hetholier uſes : yetthe quality it ſelf is cap= 
Mc of no ſuch happy Metamorphoſis 3 
Me muſt be extirpated, for it cannot be 
Made cributary 3 which ſhews how tran- 
ndent an ill chat.is which cannot be con- 
Wrted co good :- even that Omnipotence 
Which can out of the very ſtones raiſe chit- 
Wet co Abraham, atternts not any tranſ- 
Wuztion of this 3 which ought therefore to 
aſſeſs all hearts with a deteſtation of it,and 
® advance them inancarneſt pur fuir of all 
e parts of Piety. 
Wy 12, And that is it which I would pow 
ice more (as a farewel exhortation) come 
Wnend co my female Readers » as that 
Dich vertually contains all other accome 
libments; *tis that pearl in the Goſpel 
wor which they may part with all and 
Wake a good bargain too. The fear of the 
Word is the beginning of Wiſdom, ſaies the 
Friſeſt of men,Prov. 1, 7- and by his expes« 
Wience he {hews that it is che compleating 
nd of it too. 3 for he no ſooner __ 
F clin'd 


_— — 
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 clin'd from that, but he grew to dotapy 
'diſhonor. Let all thoſe therefore to 
God has diſpenſt an outward affly 
given them a viſible ſplendor in the gg 
the World , be careful tro ſecure to'th 
ſelves that honour which comes from God, 
yok 5.44. Unite their ſouls to that (i 
Majeſty who is the fountain of true ty 7 
who in his be(t-wing the Crown of « 
teouſneſle proceeds by the ſame meſurſc! 
which he diſpoſed the Crown of The 
When he ayow'd to Samuel that he lov £ 
on the outward appearance,but bebeld thell ; 
Sam. 16-7, If God fee not his own In 6 
there, all che beauty and gaiety of the « 
ward form is deſpicable in His eies, likef 
apples of S1dom only a Kind of pay 
duſt, Bur if Pity be firmly rooted thi 
they then become. like the Kings daug| 
all glorious Withintoo;a much more vahul 
bravery then the garment of needle- work 
Veſture of Gold, Plalm 45. 13, And thisy 
thac muſt enter them into the Kings Pal, 
into that ne Feruſalem , where they {h 
not wear. but inhabit pearls and GemsRe 
21.19. be beautiful without che help of 1 
or nature, by the meer refle&ion of theD) 
vine brightneſle; be all that their chen e« 
larg'd comprehenfions can wiſh , and i 
finicly more then they can here imagi 
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